
1 

 

First Edition 
W h e r e  t h e  N e w s  i s  G o o d !  

 
 
 
 

Published by First Lutheran Church 

120 Chandler Street 

Jamestown, NY  14701 

October 2022 

Church Office Hours:  9:00 am – 3:00 pm, Monday-Friday 

Pastor Office Hours 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, Monday - Thursday 

(716) 664-4601 – Phone          (716) 488-2662 – Fax 

 

Pastor – Mark E. Swanson:  pastor@flcjny.org  

Brian A. Bogey:  bbogey@flcjny.org   

Kimberly King: kking@flcjny.org  

Office Manager – Liz Lobb:  firstlutheran@flcjny.org  

Website:  www.flcjny.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:pastor@flcjny.org
mailto:bbogey@flcjny.org
mailto:kking@flcjny.org
mailto:firstlutheran@flcjny.org
http://www.flcjny.org/
mailto:dnagle@firstlutheranjamestown.com
mailto:bbogey@firstlutheranjamestown.com
mailto:kking@firstlutheranjamestown.com
mailto:dwhitney@firstlutheranjamestown.com


2 

 

Do you have Questions?  Or Feedback?  A Suggestion? 

Contact a Congregation Council Member listed below.  
 

Gail Espinoza, Karen Linn, Sandy Hatfield, Michael Dearman, Paul R. Johnson, Randy Elf, Wendy 

Larson, Elaine Rissel, Brigetta Overcash, Carey Skelton, and Jane Young 
 

 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Staff  

 

Mark E. Swanson, Pastor 

Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music 

Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship 

Liz Lobb, Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

Luther’s Rose 
 

 
 

 

Reformation Sunday 

October 30, 2022 

 

Including Induction of New Members 
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Dear Friends: 
 

The Installation was a great celebration for 
First Lutheran. I have thanked so many already, but 

I thank you again. For every person who 

contributed in the tiniest way, for every minute 

spent in preparing our worship space, getting the 
parlors ready, and offering advice on how to make it 

all come together without a glitch, I give thanks. 

And for every prayer offered to our Lord, I am most 
grateful.  

 

 As I have said to you before, this Installation 
is about our common calling to serve. The call was 

given to us in Baptism and is renewed every time 

we gather as God’s people to hear the word of our 
Lord and partake of his Body and Blood.  And 

again, at this time of Installation, the Lord is 

speaking, calling us to hear anew the Good News 

and go out, share it, and get our hands dirty doing 
the work of Jesus.  Friends, we have our work cut 

out for us. We know the sobering reality that our 

world is overrun by sin and suffering. Just last week 
I attended a meeting called by the mayor and 

attended by local congregations. The topic of the 

meeting was homelessness, and the purpose was to 
get organized and begin discussing possible 

strategies.  Those in attendance listened to story 

after story of what homelessness has done and how 

it continues to hurt people and effect communities. 
Finding solutions, if they can be found at all, will 

not be easy.  But we cannot give up. 

 
 Friends, this is our work. This is the stuff 

that Jesus calls us to do when he says to feed the 

hungry and clothe the naked and visit the sick and 
imprisoned. When Jesus calls us to meet the 

stranger and welcome the outcast and tend to the 

least of God’s people, he is speaking of this 
moment, when it isn’t so pleasant to be a follower 

of Jesus.  It would be nice if we could dwell in the 

moment of Installation and sing the “Church’s One 

Foundation” with full voice and the organ 
thundering and the choir in perfect harmony, but 

that won’t help the guy or gal who doesn’t have a 

bed to sleep in tonight and whose belly aches for 
lack of a decent meal. 

 

 So, First Lutheran Church again received its 

marching orders last Saturday.  They are the same 
orders given by Jesus to his first disciples. Nothing 

has changed that way, just a different time and 

different place, and new disciples. We will face 
both pleasant and difficult moments along the path 

of discipleship, when our faith will be tested, and 

our hearts grow weary. Let us not lose sight of the 
fact that Jesus is still in charge; I am confident that 

he will guide us as he always has. 

 

 As I write this, I have my computer tuned 
into the funeral procession for Queen Elizabeth II. 

The pageantry is spectacular, like an Installation, I 

suppose. The news commentators said we are 
unlikely to see anything like this again in our 

lifetimes. Then, he said that the people of Britain 

and the Commonwealth must begin a new chapter 
in their lives. 

 

 So, it is for First Lutheran Church. I am glad 
that I am with you as we turn the page and begin. 

I’m sure I will continue to need all your help as 

your pastor.  And I’m sure that tiny little prayer that 

someone offered at the Installation, which seemed 
so insignificant at the time, will fall upon the ears of 

our Lord with all the power of a thunderous organ 

and the choir of the whole heavenly host. Then the 
same Lord, the servant of servants, will lead and 

guide us into the future.  And all of God’s people 

will join us in giving thanks to our Savior, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, whose reign is eternal 

and promise of life never-ending. 

 
Pastor Swanson 
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We extend a sincere thank you to the following 

people: 

 

 

Memorial Fund 

 

In Honor of Pastor Mark E. Swanson by: 

 The Congregation of Grace Macungie 
 

 

 

 

 
September, 2022 

 

• For the good of the council:   All heartily 

agreed that the installation service on 9/17 

was exceptional and inspirational.  Karen 
Linn was thanked for her hard work and 

Karen expressed appreciation for all of those 

who made the event a success.    

 

• Pastor’s report:  Pastor Swanson had a 

meeting with Fr. Luke Fodor from St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church.  He also met with 

Mayor Eddie Sundquist and other pastors 

and church leaders regarding the 
homelessness issue in Jamestown.  He will 

meet one on one with Mayor Sundquist on 

9/29.  Possibly ten new members will be 

received in October.  A tech committee has 
been formed.  Volunteers are needed for 

Stewardship Committee. 

 

• Worship and Music: Brian Bogey is 

planning a concert on October 23rd as a 

memorial for Helga Hulse who recently 
died.  Coffee hour between the services is 

back.  Brigetta Overcash is doing a great job 

but more volunteers are needed. 
 

• Treasurer:  Included with the financial 

reports, Liz is now providing a comparison 

of current year/previous year figures.  

Council was provided with a list of prior 

Danielson service award winners.  It is 
council’s responsibility to determine the 

recipients of the service awards.  Budget 

worksheets have been sent to committee 
chairs. 

 

• Property:  Education building roof repairs 

are complete, JSL Plumbing has completed 

the sewer pipe repair and the sacristy 

bathroom has been repaired.  Lights for 
underneath the new awning have been 

ordered.  A dumpster will be rented to help 

with clean out of areas of the church.  
Options for replacement of parlors carpeting 

are being explored.  Hallway lighting will be 

replaced with LED.  Other items under 
discussion by the committee include air 

conditioning in the nave, heating options if 

the City discontinues the District Heat 
system, and installation of a sprinkler 

system. The new Treks bench that we 

received due to the plastic collection efforts 

of Sandy Hatfield will be placed under the 
new awning.  Carey Skelton mentioned that 

there should be a building use taskforce 

formed with representatives from different 
committees and groups to come up with a 

master plan before major changes are made. 

  

• Reconnect:  Paul Johnson reported that 

events are being contemplated.  Wendy 

Larson suggested that this committee 
become part of MS&O as that is the name of 

an already existing (although inactive) 

standing committee. 
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• Ushers:  Brigetta reported that when we start 

every week communion on 10/2 additional 

ushers will be needed.  Pastor Swanson will 

work on ideas for recruitment. 
 

• Christian Education: Carey Skelton reported 

that Sunday School will meet every week 

and will resume on October 2nd with Rally 

Day and classes starting on October 9th.  The 
calendar will follow the BOCES calendar.  

The church needs to establish an account 

with Amazon for tax exempt purchases.  

After Sunday School starts and numbers 
increase there will be a need for two nursery 

attendants for safety reasons.  The need for 

buzzers for users of the nursery still needs to 
be addressed.  Carey inquired about the 

possibility of paid staff for youth and family 

ministries.  Pastor Swanson indicated that 
we need to build the program first and then 

think about that possibility. 

 

• Personnel:  Karen Linn indicated that 

additional people have been added to this 

committee.  They have not yet met to 
discuss the custodial matter.   

 

• Old Business:  No progress has been made 

on the parking lot sale to JPS.  Pastor 

Swanson will attempt to schedule a meeting 
with the administration. 

 

• New Business:  Council approved a proposal 

from Windstream for a new phone system 

and internet service. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

PARISH RECORD 

Wedding of Malary Stenstrom and Jonathan 

Holtz on 9/10/2022 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The deadline for articles for the October 

2022, First Edition newsletter is Monday, 

October 17th.   Please have all information 

into the church office by that date.  Thank 

you. 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran’s Best Kept Secret: 
the Sunday morning adult class and Bible 
Searchers, the Friday evening Bible discussion 

group. I’m letting the cat out of the bag by telling 

everyone about a great opportunity to gain greater 
insight into our faith, to participate in stimulating 

discussion, and to enjoy Christian friendship. 

 

 After the summer break, the Sunday 
morning group will begin meeting again on Rally 

Day, October 2, when we’ll resume our reading and 

discussion of Mark’s Gospel. Bible Searchers meets 
the last Friday of each month, 7:00-9:00 p.m., at 

First House. There’s plenty of coffee, cookies, and 

other good things to savor as we explore the Bible 
together. 

 

Glenn Utter 
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Synod Mission Message 

 
 

WELCOMING THE STRANGER 
 

In Budapest, Hungary, there is a place called 

Mandak House. That is where a 

congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Hungary worships, but it is also a 

community center and place of welcome to 

refugees and the vulnerable Roma 

population in the area. Since the Russian 

invasion of Ukraine, hundreds of thousands 

of refugees have fled to neighboring 

countries. Budapest first saw many just 

passing through, and the Mandak House 

provided them with supplies they could take 

with them. Now, more people are staying in 

the city, some in shelters, some in homes of 

family or residents who provide space for 

them. The staff and volunteers at Mandak 

House help enroll children in schools, help 

adults find jobs, facilitate access to health 

care, and encourage community 

involvement. All this could not be done 

without support, and the Lutheran Disaster 

Response of the ELCA is one of the many 

organizations that help. Mandak House has 

been able to expand its services to include 

psychological care, language interpreters, 

legal services. They are living out the 

Gospel through their actions.  

 

Your Mission support helps finance Mandak 

House. Thank you! 

 

We are church together for the sake of the 

world. God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Volunteers Needed For 
The Following: 

Ushers 

Sunday School 

Acolytes 

Coffee Hour 

 

Please see Pastor Mark or 
call the Church Office if you 
are interested or for more 

information. 

Thanks for Your Help!! 
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NOTES FROM THE LOFT 

OCTOBER 2022 

 
Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music  

and Organist 
 
I would like to extend my thanks to all of the musicians who helped make Pastor Mark’s Installation 

Service on Saturday, September 17th such a festive and joyous occasion!  We had area church choirs 

from a variety of churches join our First Lutheran Choir in leading the musical portions of the service 

and singing an inspirational choral anthem!   Also, thanks to our Good News Hand Bell Ensemble led 

by Karen Linn with trumpeters Richard Lundquist and Glenn Utter; the Sacred Fire Praise Team directed 

by Kimberly King; and vocal soloist Marika Koch, soprano, for their ministry of music!   What a 

wonderful day it was!  Just a reminder to the choir that our Wednesday rehearsals for the month of 

October will be the first and third Wednesdays, October 5th and 19th.   

 

Everyone is welcome to attend the All-Cesar Franck Organ Recital & Memorial Service for Helga Hulse 

that will celebrate the life of our beloved Helga Hulse who recently passed away at the age of 100!  The 

event will take place on Sunday, October 23rd at 4 p.m. in the church nave.  David Nielsen, son of Helga 

from California, will be present to give the eulogy, and Dr. Collin Everett, former piano student of 

Helga, and professor at the University of Southern Mississippi, will be the guest pianist.  Other 

performers on the program will be Gail Espinoza, organist, and Julie Livengood, pianist, playing a 

piano/organ duet; our First Lutheran Choir and the Good News Ringers Hand Bell Ensemble, directed 

by Karen Linn; and myself as organist on the Cesar Franck famous “Three Organ Chorales.”   Everyone 

is welcome to attend and there will be a reception in the church parlors to follow.  This special service 

is cosponsored by the Chautauqua AGO and the First Lutheran Church.  Welcome! 

 

Below is a list of Liturgists, Lectors, and Hymn Cantors for the month of October.  Please contact me if 

there is a conflict and I will find an alternate person to fill-in.  Thank you for your inspiring leadership 

and faithfulness! 
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LITURGIST                         LECTOR                      HYMN CANTOR 
10-2  Heather Allport-Cohoon    Randy Elf       Peter Larson 

10-9  Beth Johnson          Heather Allport-Cohoon   Julie Costantini 

10-16  Peter Larson          Don Sandy       Beth Johnson 

10-23  Frank Gozdalski         Janet Wahlberg       Marika Koch 

10-30  Brenda Ecklund         Ellen Ditonto       Peter Larson 

 

This month we will deal with the late 19th Century when our current church edifice was being 

constructed throughout the 1890’s. Membership was still on the increase and the members were not 

content with the present building facilities, so thoughts of a larger building that would be similar to the 

large churches in Sweden, were being considered.  At the annual meeting in 1889, it was decided to 

have each organization in the church appoint one member and the church board appoint the same number 

to serve on a building committee for a new church.   

 

At the next annual meeting, the congregation engaged a local architect/contractor Arron Hall, to draw 

up plans.  A church built with brick at the cost of about $40,000.00 was the original plan.  The 

membership apparently was not satisfied with these plans so that several changes were made and Medina 

stone was substituted and the plans were finally adopted on May 18 th, 1892.  Aaron Hall had offices on 

Main Street, and he designed many other prominent buildings in Jamestown.   Among them being the 

First Congregational Church, the First Methodist Church (located on Third and Second Streets), the 

First Baptist Church (built in 1875 and destroyed by fire in February 14, 1914), the Governor Fenton 

Home (now the Fenton Historical Building), the Chadakoin Building that became the Bigelow’s 

Department Store) to mention a few. 

 

There must have been some friction among the membership at this time, some perhaps thought Medina 

stone was too expensive and some members had other reasons.  Twenty-three families and twenty-four 

single persons withdrew their membership and became members of the Immanuel Swedish Lutheran 

Church.  On December 14, 1887, the newly organized congregation bought a lot on East Second Street.  

On July 3, 1888 the congregation decided to build a church which was completed in 1893.  

 

Construction of our current First Lutheran Church building began with the first stone being laid on 

August 3, 1892, and the cornerstone was laid by Bishop Von Scheele of Visby, Sweden on July 13, 

1893 and the building wasn’t completed until 1901!  When you think of the design and size of the 

hemlock beams (10 x 14 inches and sixty to eighty feet long) supporting the roof, it must have been a 

tremendous undertaking to raise these beams without the modern equipment of today!  Few people 

realize that the slate on the roof weighs over 100 tons.  Work progressed slowly and in May 1895, the 

first service was held in the basement.  The first known phonograph program in Jamestown was held in 

the church basement in 1893 conducted by Lyman Howe.  The basement was packed to hear this little 

wonderful music box.  We look forward to continuing and completing the construction of our current 

church building in the November issue of the “First Edition.”   Until then….  
 

Blessings ~ Brian 
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  October, 2022 
First Lutheran Church  

Contemporary Worship 
 

Kimberly King 
Worship Leader & Coordinator of Contemporary Worship 

Sacred Fire – Praise Team 
 
Hello, 

CONTEMPORARY SERVICES----ALL ARE WELCOME ☺ 
Contemporary Worship Service each Sunday at 9:00am in our Worship Center in the lower level of the 
church.  The service lasts about 40 minutes.   NEW – Starting October 2nd we will now celebrate Holy 
Communion every Sunday.  Nursery care is available.   
 
Favorite Scriptures 
I would like to feature your favorite bible scriptures/verses in future newsletter articles.  There will 
be a special box in the Contemporary Worship area for you to drop off your favorite scriptures.  You do 
not need to write out the text.  Also, near the box will be paper and pen.  You are welcome to send them 
to my church email-  kking@flcjny.org  if you prefer.  You do not need to add your name.  In the 
newsletter articles, I will place just the scripture and text, and no names.   
 
NEED VOLUNTEERS to serve the communion cups each Sunday.  If you are interested, share this 
with any Sacred Fire member or Pastor Mark.   
   
Challenge – Invite someone to come to church with you! ☺  
Fall is a perfect time to invite people to join us in worship!  Fall is a time when people are starting new or 
renewed schedules.  So, it is a perfect time to reach out in a casual conversation and invite people to 
worship with you.   
 
A GREAT Outreach Ministry - The service is videotaped each week and posted on Facebook, Vimeo 
and on our church website. (flcjny.org) You have access to our current and past Contemporary Services 
on both our church Facebook page, Sacred Fire’s page and on Vimeo.com.  On Vimeo, search First 
Lutheran Contemporary Service and Sunday’s date.  Please share First Lutherans’ services with your 
friends and family!!   
 
You can continue to listen to contemporary music and inspiring messages everyday on FM radio channel 
90.9 Family Life Network or online at fln.org.  Also, on Sirius XM radio, “The Message” on channel 63.  
   
Enjoy the beauty God has given us and give Thanks!    
 
Remember that God is ALWAYS with us!!   
As God continues to shine Love and Blessings on you! .... Remember to share God’s Love and 
Grace with others!! 
Take Care and Be Safe!! 
God’s Blessings to you all! 
From All of Sacred Fire and  
Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship  

  

mailto:kking@flcjny.org
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Mailing Address:  

LCDR Andy "SMEDIUM" Carlson 

1116 Treefern Drive 

Virginia Beach, VA  23451 

 

MASR Scott D. Johnson 

8318 O’Connor Cres 

Norfolk, VA  23503-2716 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance for September 

 

 

September                1st Sunday                2nd Sunday 

 

2021                         82                                 91 
2022                       108                               113 

 

                          3rd Sunday                 4th Sunday 
 

2021                        92                                   90 

2022                        88                        86 
 

 

 

On-Line Views of Worship Video 

 

 

Date     Contemporary & 

Traditional 

Total 

8/14/2022  121 

8/21/2022   160 

8/28/2022  152 

9/4/2022  125 

   

 
 

 

Income & Expenses through August, 2022 

 

Month Income Expense    Total 

    

January *58,580 25,041 33,539 

February 29,314 25,756 3,558 

March 17,367 29,555 -12,188 

April *56,669       24,878 31,791 

May 15,753 27,081 -11,328 

June **-33,316 25,156 -8,160 

July 19,612 32,229 -12,617 

August 17,837 27,155 -9,318 

September    

October    

November    

December    

Total 

181,816 216,851 

 

15,277 

 

    

* 40,000 from Endowment 

** Transfer to Short Term Account QCI 

 

Thank you to all who are mailing their offering! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=6&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,ea&page=5&ipp=50
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SCRIPTURE READINGS IN OCTOBER 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 2nd  

Habakkuk 1:1-4;2:1-4 

Psalm 37:1-9 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10 

 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 9th     

2 Kings 5:1-3,7-15c 
Psalm 111 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 

 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 16th  

  Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 121 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

Luke 18:1-8 
 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 23rd  

Jeremiah 14:7-10,19-22 

Psalm 84:1-7 

2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 
 

Reformation Sunday 

October 30th  

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 46 

Romans 3:19-28 
John 8:31-36 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Baptismal 

Anniversaries 
We celebrate with you! 

*indicates birthday when baptism is not known 
 

  October Baptisms: 
 
 
02 Wendy Larson 
02* Shavonne Kruszynski 
03 John Sixbey 
03* Karen Lindeman 
04 Betty Hedstrand 
 Peter Nelson 
05 Jenna Jaroszynski 
 Joanne Puder 
 Marilyn Rew 
 Aaron Town 
06 Jonah Gruber 
 Bruce Harshaw 
07 Karen Murray 
 Susan Swanson 
08 Caeden Johnson 
10 Lydia Gozdalski 
12 Stephanie Armstrong 
 Mackenzie Miller 
13 Bryce Baglia 
 Kimberly Gibson 
 Erin Kling 
 Matthew Marchincin 
 Emily Ryberg 
14 Pamela Carlson 
16* Karri Johnson 
17 Kaitlyn Johnson 
18 Levi Johnson 
20 Scott Johnson 
 Annika Samuelson 
20* Francis Gozdalski 
29* Brigetta Overcash 
30 Laura Carlson 
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Prayer Ventures 

October 2022 

 
1 International Day of Older Persons  Give thanks 

for our older neighbors and siblings in Christ! Ask 
God to help us value, engage and nurture the skills, 

wisdom, faith and spiritual gifts of older adults and 

to respond to their diverse needs, circumstances and 

stages of life. 
 

2 Praise God for the work of the Spirit that equips 

us for lives of faith and service, gathers us in 
communities of faith and enables us — individually 

and together — to engage in vital ministries for the 

sake of the world. 
 

3 Pray that we will respond generously to the 

immediate and long-term needs of people and 
communities impacted by flooding and wildfires, 

and that we will bear hope, encouragement and care 

to those grieving the loss of loved ones and 

neighbors and rebuilding their own lives. 
 

4 Feast of Francis of Assisi (1181-1226)  Pray that 

we will greet each day with a sense of awe, 
gratitude and respect for creation, for the organisms 

and creatures that inhabit the earth and for humanity 

in all its diversity and complexity — the handiwork 
of God. Ask the Spirit to inspire us to live with 

greater simplicity and to manage wisely all that God 

has entrusted to our care, use and enjoyment.  

 
5 We are living in times of economic uncertainty, a 

continuing pandemic, unresolved racism, political 

turmoil and human suffering. Pray for God to renew 
our spirit, calm our anxiety, strengthen our 

resiliency, draw our attention to the needs of our 

neighbor and help us make healthy choices.  
 

6 “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that 
lived first in your grandmother Lois and your 

mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you” (2 

Timothy 1:5). Praise God for mothers, stepmothers, 
grandmothers, aunts, sisters and others who invite 

us to believe in the life-giving love we have in Jesus 

Christ and who help us become fearless, faithful 

and compassionate disciples of Christ. 
 

7 Thank God for our special relationship with the 

Reformed Church in America, a full communion 
partner with the ELCA since 1997. Pray for the 

church, its members and its leaders, that together we 

will find strength and resources for the work of 
sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, 

especially in these challenging times. 

 

8 Pray that the wisdom and knowledge of 
physicians, health care workers and medical 

researchers will continue to grow and be applied for 

the health and well-being of all people, especially 
those who suffer illnesses and conditions lacking 

effective treatments or cures. 

 
9 Praise God for the example of Jesus pausing on 

his way to Jerusalem to heal the 10 lepers, which 

encourages our faith in the power of God to heal 
and renew and calls our attention to the needs of 

people around us. 

 

10 Pray for rostered ministers and lay leaders who 
serve congregations in part-time or multiple-

ministry contexts, that through their faith, energy 

and creativity those congregations might discover 
and use the assets they have, responding to God’s 

call to serve their community, share the gospel and 

give witness to God’s love and mercy.  
 

11 Give thanks and pray for the ELCA Justice for 

Woman program and for the unique voices and 

experiences of women and girls — across race, 
ethnicity, ability, class, sexuality, gender identity 

and age — who raise awareness of and advocate for 

gender justice. 
 

12 The ELCA Fund for Leaders helps provide 

scholarships for seminary students responding to 
God’s call to follow Christ as congregational 

leaders, campus ministers, missionaries, mission 

developers and more. Give thanks for the fund’s 25 
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years of helping seminary students continue their 
journey to ministry debt-free and for the generosity 

of ELCA members committed to encouraging and 

preparing new leaders.  
 

13 Pray that we will live and serve with confidence 

in God’s promises, listen to and respect one another, 

and reflect the love and ways of God in all that we 
do and say as people of faith and disciples of Christ. 

 

14 Remember in prayer young adults who are 
working, serving in the military or engaged in 

nontraditional education opportunities, that they 

might know that God has purpose for them and that 
their gifts, knowledge, interests, life experiences 

and work are valued by the church, their 

communities and the world. 

 
15 “Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord 

with my whole heart” (Psalm 111:1). Give thanks 

for God’s trustworthy grace, activity in the world 
and daily blessings that renew and sustain us. 

 

16 Rejoice in the promise that God hears the cries 
of those who suffer injustice, inequality and 

persecution; pray for the Spirit to help us persist in 

our prayers for our neighbors in need and our 
endeavors to make our church, society, institutions 

and laws just, equitable, inclusive and 

compassionate. 

 
17 International Day for the Eradication of Poverty  

Supplying immediate relief for those who suffer 

poverty and hunger is critical, and the work we do 
together to address the underlying causes and 

eliminate poverty is essential. Pray that the Spirit 

will grant us wisdom, resolve and faith, that our 
efforts to end poverty will bear abundant fruit for 

the well-being of our neighbors in need. 

 

18 Give thanks for this year’s Churchwide 
Assembly and pray that we will continue to create 

opportunities for mutual encouragement, prayerful 

discussion of difficult issues, Spirit-led decision 
making and recommitment to the work we do 

together to share the gospel, serve our neighbor and 

bear light and hope into the world.   
 

19 “From where will my help come? My help 

comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth” 

(Psalm 121:1-2). Pray that our faith in God’s love 
and care will be resilient and that we will be aware 

of people near us whom God works through to 

assist and accompany us in times of need and 
distress. 

 

20 Pray for abundant autumn harvests and for 

agricultural workers, farmers, ranchers and those 
who serve in distribution chains around the world as 

they strive to feed themselves and nourish people 

everywhere. 
 

21 Remember in prayer the people affected by 

catastrophic flooding in Pakistan over the past 
months — about 33 million people, including 

millions who have been displaced from their homes 

and communities.  

 
22 Give thanks for Lutheran Services in America, 

an alliance that includes the ELCA and 300 health 

and human service organizations and serves the 
diverse needs of more than 6 million people each 

year in the United States and the Caribbean.  

 
23 Ask the Spirit to ground our faith and service in 

humility so that we regard others as equal in 

humanity, children of God receiving the same 
grace, mercy and promise of eternal life in Jesus 

Christ that we have. 

 

24 Give thanks for the ELCA Youth Ministry 
program, ELCA Youth Gathering and ELCA Youth 

Ministry Network, and for leaders of children, 

youth and family ministries. Pray that their work 
supporting and equipping leaders and developing 

faith formation programs and initiatives will thrive. 

 
25 “Happy are those whose strength is in you” 

(Psalm 84:5). Give thanks that we find true strength 

and comfort through faith in God, who enables us to 

endure every difficulty and crisis in life, no matter 
how complex or consuming. 

 

26 Ask God to strengthen our relationships with the 

Lutheran World Federation, National Council of 

Churches of Christ and World Council of Churches 

for the work we do together to share the good news 
of Jesus Christ, grow the church, share resources for 

ministry and leadership development, and promote 

ecumenical and interreligious understanding. 
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27 Pray that the Spirit will stir our determination to 

challenge ideologies that set us against one another 

through fear, hatred, untruths and mistrust. Ask God 
to help us hold to what is true, exercise love and 

mercy, seek justice and equity, care for one another 

and strive for unity. 

 
28 Give thanks for school counselors, social 

workers and psychologists who care for students 

and their diverse needs. Pray that all children and 
youth will have access to affordable, effective and 

supportive mental health services. 

 
29 Pray that our generosity will be driven by our 

desire to honor God, share the blessings and 

resources we have received, ease the burdens and 

suffering of neighbors in need, help others become 
self-sufficient, and strengthen communities. 

 

30 Reformation Sunday  We receive God’s grace — 
undeserved love and forgiveness — through the gift 

of faith in the risen Christ, who restores our 

relationship with God. Give thanks for Martin 
Luther, for theologians and for siblings in Christ 

who inspire us to study Scripture, embrace God’s 

gift of grace and salvation, deepen our faith and 
love for God, connect our faith with daily life and 

spread the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

31 Zacchaeus’ life changed forever when he came 
down from a tree and met Jesus face to face. Pray 

that our lives will be transformed and filled with joy 

because of our encounter with Jesus, who reveals 
God’s gracious love for humanity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
CHRIST IN OUR HOME 

 

Devotional Booklets 

October, November, December 

 

Now Available in the Church Office and 

also in  

the Little Library 

Call ahead to the church office to make sure 

a copy is available. 

716-664-4601 
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INSTALLATION OF PASTOR MARK E.  SWANSON 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2022
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NEWS FROM THE FAMILY 

LIBRARY 

OCTOBER 2022 
 

October – a time of change, a time of clear blue 

skies, crisp days and cool nights, a time to slow 

down and curl up with a good book or movie.  Stop 
by the Family Library on Sunday morning and pick 

something out or look for the special display of new 

materials on Rally Day Sunday on October 2nd in 
the parlors.  There is something for everyone.   

 

It is also time to take a look around at home to see if 
you have items checked out that need to be returned 

to the library.  If you have received a letter from me 

about missing items but are unable to locate them, 

please consider making a contribution to the library 
for the replacement value of those items. Check 

with me about replacement costs.  Please help me to 

be a good steward of library funds by being able to 
purchase new items rather than replacing missing 

ones. 

 
Looking ahead to January and February of next 

year, I will be in need of volunteers to man the 

library on Sunday mornings.   Many hands make 
light work.  Please consider signing up for one or 

more Sundays to help out.  No experience is 

necessary and I will be happy to meet with you to 

provide some instruction.  Please contact me by 
email at wendy.j.larson@gmail.com or talk to me in 

the library on Sunday morning.   

 

WHAT’S NEW ON THE LIBRARY 

SHELVES? 

 

Books for children 

 
Where’d My Giggle Go? by Max Lucado 

Petook: The Rooster Who Met Jesus by Caryll 

Houselander 
Our Father in Heaven A Lord’s Prayer Pop-up 

book by Agostino Traini 

In The Beginning A Creation Story Pop-up book 
by Agostino Traini 

Everyone Belongs by Heather Avis 

Different A Great Thing to Be! By Heather Avis 

 

Books 

 
Non-fiction 

 

3:16 The Numbers of Hope by Max Lucado - 

“Sometimes life appears to fall to pieces and can 
seem irreparable. We've all had our fair share of 

disappointments, losses, and hardships. But for 

every challenge there is a breathtaking promise: It's 

going to be okay. How can we know? Because God 
so loved the world.” 

The Lord’s Prayer: The Meaning and Power of 

the Prayer Jesus Taught by Adam Hamilton - 
“Most Christians know the Lord’s Prayer by heart. 

We pray it often, at different times and in different 

settings. We remember it as the prayer that Jesus 
taught his disciples. But do we really understand 

and appreciate the meaning and power of its words, 

what we ask of God each time we pray it?”  
Mothering by the Book The Power of Reading 

Aloud to Overcome Fear and Recapture Joy by 

Jennifer Pepito – “The author takes you on a 

fascinating, whimsical journey that will bring 
freedom and fun to your parenting - one great book 

at a time.” 

 
Fiction 

 

Haven by Emma Donoghue - “In seventh-century 
Ireland, a scholar and priest called Artt has a dream 

telling him to leave the sinful world behind.  Taking 

two monks he rows down the river Shannon in 

search of an isolated spot in which to found a 
monastery, with only faith to guide him.  Drifting 

out into the Atlantic, the three men find an island, 

an impossibly steep, bare rock inhabited by tens of 
thousands of birds, and claim it for God.  This is a 

patient, thoughtful novel with much to say about 

spirituality, hope, and human failure, and about the 
miracle of mercy.” 

The Winners by Frederick Backman – “A 

breathtaking new novel from the #1 New York 

Times bestselling author of Anxious People and A 
Man Called Ove, The Winners returns to the close-

knit, resilient community of Beartown for a story 

about first loves, second chances, and last 
goodbyes.” 

Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby VanPelt – 

“A charming, witty, and compulsively readable 

mailto:wendy.j.larson@gmail.com
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exploration of friendship, reckoning, and hope that 
traces a widow’s unlikely connection with a giant 

Pacific octopus. VanPelt’s debut novel is a gentle 

reminder that sometimes taking a hard look at the 
past can help uncover a future that once felt 

impossible.” 

 

Videos 

 
Family Camp - “When Grace Ackerman signs her 
family up for their church’s rustic Family Camp, a 

comedy of errors ensues as these polar-opposite 

families must share a yurt and compete for the 
camp’s coveted games trophy.  It’s not until the two 

dads end up lost in the woods that their faith and 

family bonds are truly tested in this heartwarming 
family comedy.” 

Mrs. Harris Goes to Paris – a humorously 

heartwarming tale about London housekeeper Ada 
Harris, who thinks her lonely life might turn around 

if she can become the owner of a Christian Dior 

gown.  An uplifting story of how an ordinary 

woman becomes an extraordinary inspiration by 
daring to follow her dreams. 

News of the World –“Five years after the Civil War, 

Captain Jefferson Kidd moves from town to town as 
a non-fiction storyteller, sharing the news from the 

far reaches of the globe.  In the plains of Texas, he 

crosses paths with a 10 year old girl taken in by the 
Kiowa people and raised as one of their own.  Kidd 

agrees to deliver the child where the law says she 

belongs.  As they travel hundreds of miles into the 

unforgiving wilderness, the two face tremendous 
challenges of both human and natural forces as they 

search for a place they can call home.” 

Dog – “Still struggling with his physical and 
emotional battle scars, but desperate for 

reinstatement, ex-Army Ranger Jackson Briggs 

(Channing Tatum, who co-directed) would do 
anything to prove himself. So, he agreed to drive 

another troubled veteran-Belgian Malinois service 

dog Lulu-from Oregon to Arizona for the funeral of 

her handler. The mutual wariness gives way to a 

warm bond during this comically calamitous road 
trip.” 

After Yang - This is a quiet, delicate and sweet 

science fiction film.  Kind and generous Yang is a 
robot purchased as a companion for a young girl 

and plays a major role in providing a loving 

foundation for the family.  When Yang 

malfunctions, the father finds a new way to 
reconnect with his family. The movie is a wonderful 

exploration of memories and meaning. 

The Wolf and the Lion – “After her grandfather's 
death, 20-year-old Alma decides to go back to her 

childhood home - a little island in the heart of the 

majestic Canadian forest. Whilst there, she rescues 
two helpless cubs: a wolf and a lion. They forge an 

inseparable bond, but their world soon collapses as 

the forest ranger discovers the animals and takes 

them away. The two cub brothers must now embark 
on a treacherous journey across Canada to be 

reunited with one another and Alma once more.” 

 
 

As always, thank you for the financial 

support, appropriate item donations and 

volunteer time provided.  For more 

information about the Family Library or 

to volunteer, contact Wendy Larson via 

email at wendy.j.larson@gmail.com or 

stop by the library on Sunday morning.  

Comments, suggestions, and 

recommendations are always welcome! 

 
 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
 

The true measure of any society can be 

found in how it treats its 

 most vulnerable members. 
 

Mahatma Gandhi 1869-1948 

Anti-colonial nationalist, political ethicist, lawyer 
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The Gift of the Spirit: 

A Divine Wild Goose Chase 

 

When we think of the Holy Spirit, the most likely image – a dove – 

comes to mind. But what about a wild goose? Not so much. 

Yet, if we consider more closely the symbolism used to 

describe the Holy Spirit – wind, fire, breath of God, 

unpredictable – a wild goose might indeed be a better image for the 

Holy Spirit than a peaceful dove. 

 

 The Women’s Thursday Bible Study seeks to discover how the Holy Spirit and the 

wild goose have much in common. We’ll track the Spirit through scripture to see 

where the Spirit might be leading us on our Christian journey, examine who the 

Spirit is and to whom the Spirit is given, follow the tracks of the Spirit – the Breath 

of God – to see how the Spirit is giving us life, and finally, explore the Spirit as the 

Wind of God that moves and guides us. 

 

Sound intriguing? Then join the three-session wild goose chase, (September – 

November), beginning Thursday, September 15th at 1:30 PM in the Fellowship 

Room. 

 

NOTE:  

ALL SESSIONS – THE THIRD THURSDAY 

 

 

For more information, contact Lois Rumfelt (664-4409 or rumfelt@stny.rr.com) 
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WORSHIP AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

9:00 am Contemporary Worship Service 

Contemporary Worship Center 

 

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service  

Main Sanctuary 

 
Welcome 

We welcome in the name of Jesus all who worship at First.  It is our hope and prayer that you 

encounter God’s gracious presence through this worship experience.  If you want to know more 

about Jesus, please talk to anyone leading worship.  If you want to know more about First Lutheran 

Church, our mission, and ministries, please visit the Welcome Table in the back. 

 

Attendance Cards 

Even though COVID 19 has been declining, and we’ve been able to relax some restrictions, please 

continue to complete an attendance card and leave it in the pew where you’re seated.  This will help 

us track and contact individuals if needed.  In addition, it will also help us reconnect as a 

congregation.  Thank you. 

 

Masks and Social Distancing 

Masks are no longer required.  We do ask that worshipers continue safe practices, such as 

distancing, non-contact greetings and frequent hand washing to protect the vulnerable.  If you or 

anyone in your home is ill, please remain home and follow CDC guidelines as appropriate. 

 

Additional Precautions 

Holy Communion will be served at the head of the aisle with individual wafers and disposable 

communion cups. Singing is permitted while continuing to social distance. Those who are 

leading worship, spoken and in song, will maintain extended distances from the congregation.  

You may place your offering in the box at the entrance of the sanctuary. We will share the 

peace in word without physical contact. We continue to observe precautions recommended by 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and by directives from the State of New York.  

We appreciate your patience and cooperation! 
 

• We will video record both worship services and post the recordings online through: Vimeo, 

YouTube, Facebook and the First Lutheran website: flcjny.org 

 

We will adjust our practices as health concerns evolve. 

 

We will celebrate Jesus Christ, risen from the grave! 

 

We understand that some of our church family will refrain from attending worship due to health 

concerns.  This is a personal choice and we support all our family in this decision-making process.
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