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Larson, Elaine Rissel, Brigetta Overcash, Carey Skelton, and Jane Young

First Lutheran Staff

Mark E. Swanson, Pastor
Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music

Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship
Liz Lobb, Office Manager

I can’t say that Autumn is my favorite time of
year.  I write to say this, because a dear person planted
in my mind the idea that Autumn teaches us many
things. I know this is true. I know that Autumn, like
any season, can be a teacher of sorts, serving as
instructor in life’s lessons. It’s just that Autumn
evokes in me memories of the end of summer, and
warm days of fun as I played ball with my friends, and
swimming in our backyard pool.  Autumn is the
season when school starts anew, which is fine,
because learning can continue. But, in my teenage
years, Autumn meant homework assignments and the

long term-papers that my least favorite English
teacher would assign.

Of course, Autumn means the World Series,
which, for a baseball lover like me, is downright
heavenly.  Unfortunately, the World Series expires
after seven games, leaving me to plod on through
November and December, with no sign of baseball in
sight until next Spring.  Ah, Spring, now there is a
season of hope.  Spring means the smell of freshly cut
grass, and trees starting to bud, flowers poking
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through unfrozen soil, and the umpire yelling “play
ball.”

Alas, here I am in Autumn. In fact, the
name—Autumn—is sort of an awkward name for a
season; no wonder we just call it “Fall.”  Fall gets to
the point that the leaves become detached from the
tree and plummet to the ground—leaves fall.  What is
Autumn anyway?  An “official” label put on this
season that denotes the days getting shorter and nights
growing longer?  Ah, more depressing stuff. Fall
makes me go to bed earlier and earlier with every
passing week. Soon, my beloved wife will be
complaining that she must sit alone to watch TV
shortly after we have finished our evening dinner.  She
laments this season, if for this reason alone: she must
endure solitary TV-watching while I sleep my way
into Spring.

Yes, there is a pessimistic theme in all of this.
Indeed, I have long desired the days and weeks from
Labor Day until Christmas to pass speedily.  Adding
to this self-induced misery is the fact that I stare out
the window, even now, listening to the cold rain fall,
and dream of sunny days, when the living is easy and
the responsibilities few.

“Don’t dream your life away” is the word of a
wise voice that often speaks to me.  She is right.   I
stand convicted, failing to see how much and how
often and how plentifully God has heaped great grace
upon me in this season.  I forget that my parents were
married on a September day. I forget that family
members were born in the consecutive months of
September through December.  I forget that my wife

was ordained in October and that November is when
we remember the Saints who passed on the faith to us,
and that we have ample opportunity to thank our Lord,
and that Advent begins as well!  Christ is coming
again; this is the greatest news. Our Savior is on the
way; this is our true hope, not wishful dreaming for
what will never be.

Oh, I know that these latter months of the year
have also touched my life with death and sorrow. Yet,
even then, God is still speaking. Or, more accurately,
especially then, when all seems lost and despair
weighs heavy, our Lord comes to lift our burden and
reveal that death must give way to the life we have in
Christ.

The Lord uses this season as the instructor in
faith, teaching a lesson of God’s plenteous
redemption.  I know I am slow to understand.  I still
persist in calling this time “Fall.”  Then I discovered
that “Autumn” is an old Latin word that means
“drying-season.”  It is the time when crops are dried
and stored. It is the harvest time.  And I like to think
that it is when old curmudgeons finally stop dreaming
and listen to the truth of the instructor: God has given
this time to remind me that I am but a falling leaf,
weathered by sun and sin alike, but known and never
forgotten by the Lord who fed and nurtured me all my
days, and now gathers me into his fold, where I can
know his loving care and celebrate with all his other
fallen leaves the blessings of life he gives this Autumn
season.

Pastor Mark

We extend a sincere thank you to the following
people:

Memorial Fund

In Memory of Ruth Marie Westerberg
Rulifson by:

Joseph Johnson
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October, 2022

● For the good of the council: Wendy Larson
shared news releases from the ELCA
website regarding Lutheran Disaster Relief;
she suggested that these news releases
could be used as bulletin inserts. Karen Linn
complimented the Christian Ed committee
on a colorful and successful Rally Day.

● Pastor’s report: New members will be
received on October 30 and on November
27 when there will also be a baptism.
Confirmation classes will begin on
November 6 with a possibility of 10
students. First Holy Communion classes will
begin on November 13. A stewardship letter
is in the works, along with a Christmas
letter. The Homeless Coalition is seeking
warming space in a location close to city
hall. They would provide staffing, security,
bedding, and food; there might be a
possibility of using two rooms on the 3rd

floor of the education wing for this purpose.
Pastor Mark will be gathering more
information. Building use guidelines and
forms need to be updated, along with the
church’s website. The Helga Hulse Memorial
Concert will be on October 23 at 4 pm.
Pastor Mark will be attending the
Southwest Conference Assembly in Portville
on October 30.

● Worship and Music: The committee recently
met and had a budget planning session. The
budget for 2023 includes a slight increase
over the 2022 budget.

● Personnel: The committee has met and
discussed salaries and fair pay for
employees. Following a discussion, the
council approved a motion from the
committee which included
recommendations for 2023 salaries for
employees of First Lutheran.

● Treasurer: Jane Young is working with Liz on
adjusting reports to readily show when
expenditures are close to the budgeted
amount. The goal is to have this be easily
visible to everybody.

● Property: Paul Johnson sent a report to the
council stating that the committee has
decided to stain and varnish the new stage
area in the nave (rather than carpet it). The
committee has also postponed
consideration of parlor floor replacement to
receive more recommendations. The
council discussed the need for a building
use task force.

● Christian Education: Carey Skelton
presented updates on Sunday School
enrollment and the Sunday School
curriculum. The committee has undertaken
a budget review and will be proposing a
library budget increase. A top priority for
the committee is a building task force.

● Ushers: Brigetta Overcash reported that 8
people are willing to usher for the
traditional service; she is working on a
schedule. The council briefly discussed the
procedure for collecting offerings and also
for possibly returning to handshakes during
the passing of the peace. Both issues will be
discussed by the Worship and Music
committee.

● New business: The new phone system has
been installed; training will take place on
October 26. The contract for the purchase
of the parking lot by the Jamestown Public
Schools will be presented to the
congregation for a vote on November 13.
Members of the congregation will be
notified in writing through the newsletter
and weekly bulletins. There will be ONE
SERVICE in the nave at 9:00 am, followed by
the presentation of the contract and the
congregational vote.
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PARISH RECORD
Funeral for Willard “Bill” Anderson on

10/21/2022 who passed away on 10/16/2022

The deadline for articles for the December
2022, First Edition newsletter is Tuesday,
November 15th.   Please have all information
into the church office by that date.  Thank
you.

Synod Mission Message

THANKSGIVING
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed me. –
Matthew 25:35

God richly provides for daily bread — the earth
can produce enough food for everyone. Yet,
many of our sisters and brothers still go hungry.
820 million, or 11%, in the world go hungry; in
the US there are 40 million hungry.

By providing immediate relief to those who are
hungry, we meet basic needs and recognize the
universal human right to food. But ending
hunger is about more than food. By connecting
people with the resources they need to
produce food and gain access to clean water,

education, health care and sources of income,
long-term, sustainable change can be
accomplished.

We start with relationships marked by
conversation and listening. We believe people
know their own communities best. It is our
congregations and our global companion
churches that first identify the local needs and
related solutions to help make a difference.
Then, we partner with communities to help
make those solutions a reality.

Working through ELCA congregations, global
companion churches, The Lutheran World
Federation and other partners like Bread for the
World, Church World Service, Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Service and Lutheran
World Relief, the ELCA reaches more places
more effectively than we could ever do alone. In
addition to funding relief and development
projects that assist our sisters and brothers in
need, we engage members of the ELCA in
education and advocacy to help change the
systems that perpetuate poverty.
ELCA World Hunger is active in 34 states and
territories of the US, in 63 countries around the
world. As you sit down to a Thanksgiving table
laden with food, think how your gift to synod
mission support, or directly to ELCA World
Hunger, feeds others. Thank you! For more
info, go to ELCA.org, click on “Our Work,” then
World Hunger.
We are church together for the sake of the
world. God’s Work. Our Hands.

Sunday School Schedule:
November 6th - Baby Moses - Exodus

2:1-10
November 13th - The Burning Bush -

Exodus 3:1-15
November 20th - Manna, Quail, and

Water - Exodus 16:1-18; 17:1-7
November 27th - Thanksgiving Break -

No Sunday School
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All students meet in the Chapel at 10 am.
Pastor Mark and Pastor Laura lead us in a
short children worship service. After, the
students will divide with teachers for a bible
lesson and craft.  At 10:55 they will return
to the chapel to be picked up by their
registered adult.

Teachers are:
Pre-K/Kindergarten – Karen Lindeman,
Heather Conti
Bible Lesson – Carey Skelton
Craft – Mandy Laurin

Nursery care coordinator – Julie Jaroszynski
Librarian – Wendy Larson
Christian Education Chairperson - Susan
Mlacker

Poinsettia Memorials

It’s that time of year again!   Advent begins
Sunday, November 27th, and is the time we
begin to think about memorial poinsettia
gifts.  Gifts may be given in any amount of
money that you wish, but we ask that they
be at least $8.00.  Poinsettias for decorating
our worship area will be purchased and paid
for from the money collected.  Why not take
the opportunity to memorialize a loved one

while at the same time beautifying our
lovely worship area for Christmas?

As in years past, a list of loved ones for
whom memorials are given will be
published in the Christmas bulletin.

THANKS SO MUCH FOR YOUR
PARTICIPATION

Your name

___________________________________

Amount of Contribution

$__________________________________

In memory of

___________________________________
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NOTES FROM THE LOFT
NOVEMBER 2022

Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music
and Organist

I would like to thank all of the musicians and the reception committee who helped to make the Memorial
Concert for Helga Hulse (and the Social Hour), such a very special occasion! Just a reminder to all choir
members that we rehearse on the first and third Wednesdays, November 2nd and November 16th at 6 p.m. in the
choir room.

Below is a list of Liturgists, Lectors, and Hymn Cantors for the month of November. Please contact me if there
is a conflict and I will find an alternate person to fill-in.

DATE    LITURGIST LECTOR HYMN CANTOR
11-6 Heather Allport-Cohoon      Brenda Ecklund               Peter Larson
11-13         Beth Johnson Ellen Ditonto Julie Costantini
11-20 Brenda Ecklund Martha Paulson Beth Johnson
11-27 Frank Gozdalski Paul R. Johnson Marika Koch

Continuing with the history of First Lutheran, it was in 1895, that Pastor C.O.E. Hultgren submitted his
resignation after 32 years of faithful service due to failing health. In the meantime, pastoral duties were carried
on by the Rev. Victor Tengwald. The next pastor to be called by the congregation was the Rev. Dr. Julius
Lincoln from Meriden, Conn. He began his duties on June 17, 1896, and he served the church for twenty-two
years resigning in 1918.

It was during the tenure of Dr. Julius Lincoln that the completion of construction of our current First Lutheran
Church complex took place. Recalling that the construction started immediately with the first stone being laid
on August 3rd, 1892. However, due to so much unemployment and financial difficulties, the parishioners
ceased working on the church for a four-year period, 1893-1896. Early in 1900, work was resumed to finish
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the interior of the church nave. The project was completed just in time so that the church could host the
Augustana Synod that convened in the new church building in June 1901.

Although the nave was completed, the front stone steps and overhead canopy or roof were not constructed until
a later date (date unknown). In the meantime, open wooden stairs were constructed. This was not the first
time that the Synod had met in our church. The Augustana Synod also met in the old church building in 1876,
the year of the Centennial of the Independence of the United States.

On September 22nd, 1901, the building was dedicated by Dr. L. P. Ahlquist, President of the New York
Conference officiating. Pastor Hultgren passed away in March 1901, so that he never lived to attend the
dedication ceremonies. The dimensions of the new church building were Length 136 feet, width 64 feet,
highest tower 146 feet (ten feet taller than the Statue of Liberty), lower tower 96 feet, height of ceiling 65 feet,
and the exterior walls are 38 feet high. We’ll continue next time with efforts from a few congregants to start
having services in English as well as in Swedish.  Until then…

Blessings ~ Brian

Sunday School Rally Day was a Success!!
The kids had fun:

-painting Pumpkins,
-pinning the nose on the Pumpkin,
-Spider ring toss,
-making an Owl magnet,
-going on a scavenger hunt exploring around the church
-having their picture taken in a patch of Sunflowers

There were plenty of Donuts, Coffee and Apple Juice, to share with everyone.
Thank you to everyone who helped make it a fun day:

Kathleen Comber
Julie Gable
Liz Gruber
Wendy Larson
Mandy Laurin
Mike Laurin
Liz Lobb
Susan Mlacker
Shannon Sauder
Jameson Sauder
Carey Skelton
Amanda Sorenson
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Hannah Sorenson
Pastor Mark Swanson
Jane Young

November, 2022
First Lutheran Church

Contemporary Worship

Kimberly King
Worship Leader & Coordinator of Contemporary Worship

Sacred Fire – Praise Team

Hello,
Contemporary Worship Service each Sunday at 9:00am in our Worship Center in the lower level of the church.  Come
as you are – a relaxed, informal service and family friendly with a Children’s message.  Nursery care is available.  The
service lasts about 40 minutes.
Join us in Worship and Praise each Sunday with a special message from Pastor Mark.  We now celebrate Holy
Communion every Sunday. ALL ARE WELCOME ☺

Favorite Scriptures
I would like to feature your favorite bible scriptures/verses in future newsletter articles.  There is a special box in the
Contemporary Worship area to drop off your favorites.

NEED VOLUNTEERS:
To serve the communion cups each Sunday. If you are interested, share this with any Sacred Fire member or Pastor
Mark.
To prepare communion each Sunday.  See Brenda Ecklund if interested.
To set up items for Coffee Hour (before the Contemporary Worship starts) See Karen Linn or Brigetta Overcash

Challenge – Invite someone to come to church with you! ☺ Start a conversation with a friend and share what you enjoy
most at First.

Check out our Worship Bulletin Board: Something new – A focus on how each one of us is a part of God’s plan.

A GREAT Outreach Ministry - The service is videotaped each week and posted on Facebook, Vimeo and on our church
website. (flcjny.org) You have access to our current and past Contemporary Services on both our church Facebook page,
Sacred Fire’s page and on Vimeo.com.  On Vimeo, search First Lutheran Contemporary Service and Sunday’s date.
Please share First Lutherans’ services with your friends and family!!

You can continue to listen to contemporary music and inspiring messages everyday on FM radio channel 90.9 Family
Life Network or online at fln.org. Also, on Sirius XM radio, “The Message” on channel 63.

Enjoy the beauty God has given us and give Thanks!

Remember that God is ALWAYS with us!!
As God continues to shine Love and Blessings on you! .... Remember to share God’s Love and Grace with
others!!
Take Care and Be Safe!!
God’s Blessings to you all!
From All of Sacred Fire and
Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship
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Confirmation Classes to begin
Confirmation Classes will begin on Sunday, November 6, at 1 p.m. in the Fellowship Room on the lower level
of the Education building.  If you know of anyone in 7th or 8th grade who is not enrolled, please advise them of
this information.  All classes are in-person; no “zoom” class meetings.

A brief orientation for all students and parents/guardians will be held immediately after the 11 a.m.
worship service on Sunday, October 30. This will be a time to ask questions and collect contact information
for communication between church and home.

2022-2023 Confirmation Class Schedule Classes will be approximately one hour. You may bring a
lunch.
Class dates Class dates
November 6 November 20
December 4 December 18
January 8 January 22
February 5 February 19
March 5 March 19
April 2 April 16
April 30 May 7  (Note the back-to-back classes this week)
May 21 Saturday, May 27, Confirmation rehearsal
The Rite of Confirmation (the worship service) will be on Pentecost Sunday, May 28, 11:00 a.m. at First
Lutheran Church, for students completing their second year.

First Holy Communion Classes to begin
First Holy Communion. Classes will begin on Sunday, November 13 after the 11:00 am worship service
at First Lutheran. If you have questions about your child’s readiness, do not hesitate to consult the Pastor.
Classes are held annually, so you may enroll your child when you feel they are ready.
The curriculum that will be used for classroom instruction is Fed and Forgiven, an ELCA resource that is
age-appropriate for young elementary students. Each student will receive a workbook and take-home pages to
discuss with parents/guardians. Two classes are planned.

Class schedule:
November 13 and November 27 after the 11:00 am service at First Lutheran. Classes will last
approximately  one-and-a-half hour.
Students will receive their First Holy Communion on Sunday, December 4—the 2nd Sunday of Advent.

✂. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Return registration form to Church Office

First Holy Communion Registration
Student name: _____________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________ e-mail:__________________________
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Age and grade in school: _____________________________________
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Mailing Address:
LCDR Andy "SMEDIUM" Carlson
1116 Treefern Drive
Virginia Beach, VA  23451

MASR Scott D. Johnson
8318 O’Connor Cres
Norfolk, VA  23503-2716

Attendance for October

October               1st Sunday                2nd Sunday

2021                         104                              82
2022                           95                              99

3rd Sunday 4th Sunday

2021                        89                                  88
2022                      108 99

On-Line Views of Worship Video

Date Contemporary
& Traditional

Total

9/11/2022 129
9/18/2022 132
9/25/2022 88
10/02/2022 121
10/09/2022 116

Income & Expenses through September, 2022

Month Income Expense Total

January *58,580 25,041 33,539

February 29,314 25,756 3,558

March 17,367 29,555 -12,188

April *56,669 24,878 31,791

May 15,753 27,081 -11,328

June **-33,316 25,156 -8,160

July 19,612 32,229 -12,617

August 17,837 27,155 -9,318

September 12,255 38,322 -26,067

October

November

December

Total

194,071 255,173 -10,790

* 40,000 from Endowment
** Transfer to Short Term Account QCI

Thank you to all who are mailing their offering!

CHRIST IN OUR HOME
Devotional Booklets

October, November, December
Now Available in the Church Office and

also in
the Little Library

Call ahead to the church office to make sure
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a copy is available.
716-664-4601

SCRIPTURE READINGS IN NOVEMBER

All Saints Sunday
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

November 6th

Daniel 7:1-3,15-18
Psalm 149

Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 13th

Malachi 4:1-2a
Psalm 98

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

Christ the King
Last Sunday after Pentecost

November 20th

Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 46

Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

First Sunday of Advent
November 27th

Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122

Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

Baptismal
Anniversaries

We celebrate with you!
*indicates birthday when baptism is not known

November Baptisms:

02 Jeanne Ecklund
Sharon Westerberg

02* Daniel Wendt
03 Shelley Sandquist
03* DeAnne Gozdalski
04* Dianne Dillingham
05 Sharon Hamilton

Jarrett Lundgren
Kathy Ross

05* Kathleen Hofgren
JoAnn Marchincin

06* Natasha Peterson
07 Julie Jaroszynski

Timothy Wright
08 Onnolee Nollinger
09* Greg Raymond
11 Rebecca Bloomquist

Guy Ditonto
Kendal Gibson
Gayle Jackson
Christina Miller

12 Jordan Johnson
Kyle Sorenson

14 Kortni Covell
Megan Sorenson

15 Randall Wilcox
Ronald Wilcox

16 Shannon Baglia
17* Justin Conti
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18* Penny Highhouse
19 Kelly Hill
20 Bethany Lightfield

Chuck Ryberg
21 Kevin Furcron
21* Nancy Holt
26 Floris Allen

Meilani Olson
John E. Peterson
Angela Ploss

28 Michael Johnson Jr.
Andrew Nelson
Logan Seekings

29 Rebecca Magnuson
30 Amber (Hansen) Kuras
30* Scott M. Johnson

Prayer Ventures
November 2022

1 All Saints Day Give thanks and praise to God for
saints who have helped enrich our faith in Christ,
inspired us to lives of service, cared for us,
demonstrated grace when we needed it most, taught
us life skills, influenced our values and stirred our
hope and joy.

2 Native American Heritage Month Praise God for
Native American and Alaska Native neighbors and
siblings in Christ, who represent a rich diversity of
gifts, backgrounds, tribes, regions, communities and
congregations, and whose history long predates the
colonization of North America. Pray for the work of
ELCA Indigenous Ministries and Tribal Relations
in seeking justice and reconciliation for all people,

celebrating diversity within Christ’s unifying love
and supporting Native congregations and ministries.

3 “Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the
oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.
Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow”
(Isaiah 1:17-18). Pray that we will respect the word
and desires of God, seek the Spirit’s guidance in
responding to our neighbors in need, and trust God
to create and renew a spirit of compassion and
generosity within us.

4 Pray for those affected by wildfires, flooding,
droughts and hurricanes, especially people
struggling through immediate and long-term
recovery. Ask the Spirit to inspire our generosity
toward and involvement in the work of Lutheran
Disaster Response and its partners to bring relief,
support, hope and resources to our neighbors in
need.

5 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). Pray that, in every
challenge we face, the Spirit will increase our trust
and confidence in God’s presence, care and help in
our lives.

6 Praise the teachings and example of Jesus, who
calls for us to be caring disciples, unafraid of being
involved in the lives of those suffering injustice,
persecution, isolation, grief, poverty or illness.

7 Pray for our outdoor ministry leaders as they
gather for the Lutheran Outdoor Ministry
conference in Boise, Idaho. Pray that their time
together in the presence of the Spirit will be rich in
mutual care and encouragement, ideas and
resources, and opportunities to nurture their skills
for serving in camp and retreat ministries.

8 Election Day Pray that our elected leaders will
respect and serve all people, and that the Spirit will
inspire and guide them in mending divisions,
creating unity and encouraging constituents to work
together for the well-being of all.

9 Ask the Spirit to deepen our understanding of
Jesus and how the gift of God’s son has the power
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to transform our lives and identities in amazing and
unimagined ways.

10 Give thanks and pray for leaders of our church as
they gather for the ELCA Church Council, that the
Spirit will inspire faithfulness, wisdom, vision and
creativity in their deliberations, decisions and
guidance.

11 Veterans Day Honor and give thanks for those
who have served in the military to secure freedom,
justice, peace and security for our country and other
nations. Remembering the sacrifices they have
made on our behalf, pray for their families, their
congregations, federal chaplains, and organizations
that support and care for returning veterans.

12 Give thanks for the ELCA Lay Schools for
Ministry Network and for the Select Learning
program, through which our church and its partners
provide laity with opportunities to deepen their
faith, study Scripture and apply their skills and life
experiences to following Christ and serving the
church, their communities and the world.

13 Pray that the Spirit will help us live our
baptismal journeys in anticipation of the return of
Christ, with confidence in God’s grace and without
fear, worry or obsession over when or how that day
will come.

14 Reaffirm to God our commitment to equal
employment opportunity for all citizens, especially
our neighbors and siblings in Christ who live with
disabilities but whose gifts enrich our communities
and nation.

15 Pray for a peaceful end to the war in Ukraine,
and that the millions of people displaced from their
homes and communities might find comfort,
healing, hope and stability, returning to the daily
lives and routines they once knew.

16 Pray for the ELCA’s Homeless and Justice
Network, a coalition of ministries called to serve
those on the margins who experience homelessness,
poverty and injustice.

17 “Do not be weary in doing what is right” (2
Thessalonians 3:13). Pray that our assurance of

eternal life in the kingdom of God will free us to
live in the here and now, fully engaged with our
lives and vocations, sharing the gospel, serving our
neighbor and working for justice.

18 Pray that we might confess our role in the
climate change wreaking havoc throughout the
world and might grasp the urgency of managing and
caring for the earth, its resources and all living
things — fragile gifts that God has entrusted to our
use, care and restoration.

19 Pray for the ELCA’s advocacy network and the
work it empowers us to do for justice, equity and
the well-being of society.

20 The love and mercy of God, which we
experience in the life, suffering and sacrifice of
Jesus, are for our sake and salvation. Pray that the
Spirit will deepen our faith in Christ and help us
reflect God’s unconditional, sacrificial love for
humanity.
21 Give thanks for Lutheran Men in Mission,
Women of the ELCA and congregational ministries
that attend to the spiritual, physical, emotional and
relational needs of all ages, and that nurture leaders
for the church, our communities and society.

22 Remember the people of Puerto Rico, who have
suffered multiple natural disasters and endure
ongoing, extensive recovery work. Ask the Spirit to
renew their faith, hope, stamina and resilience; pray
that they will make progress in restoring their
infrastructure and regaining access to food, water,
shelter, sanitation and medical services.

23 Give thanks to God for rescuing us from the
power of darkness through the gift of Jesus
Christ—our teacher, our truth and the light
illuminating our complicated lives.

24 Thanksgiving Day Remember that everything
we have to sustain and renew us, physically and
spiritually, comes from God. Let us promise to be
generous with all we have and to tirelessly bear the
good news that Jesus Christ, the bread of life for the
world that is never depleted, is our hope and
salvation.
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25 Native American Heritage Day Give thanks for
the cultures, values, accomplishments and
spirituality of Native Americans that have shaped
our nation and church. We commit to learning more
about Indigenous people and tribal nations and to
working together to correct inaccuracies of history.

26 Pray that we will be responsible in what we
consume and how we spend our money, knowing
that our neighbors suffer hunger and poverty amid
abundance.

27 First Sunday of Advent We will not be
disappointed in our confidence in God’s love and
forgiveness, our anticipation of Christ’s return or
our welcome in the kingdom of God. Praise God!

28 Give thanks for the diverse work of the 28
ELCA missionaries accompanying 18 church
bodies and 18 companion organizations in Latin
America and the Caribbean. Ask God to bless and
guide our ministry together so that we might
respond to the needs of our neighbors in need who
are most vulnerable and might spread the good
news of Jesus Christ, far and wide.

29 Pray that the Spirit will deepen our generosity in
sharing our resources and financial assets for the
sake of our neighbors and the well-being of the
world.

30 Pray that we will be generous and respectful in
responding to and caring for those who cannot find
secure shelter, pay for food or medical care, or
support the children or older adults dependent on
them.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
First Lutheran Church has a job opening for a
Sexton (Maintenance and building management).

This is a full-time position that requires weekday,
Sunday, and holiday availability. A full job
description is available at the church office.

Applicants for the Sexton position must have a
background in maintenance with skills in electrical
and plumbing repair very helpful.

If you are interested in this position, please send
your resume or letter of intent to:
Personnel Committee
First Lutheran Church
120 Chandler Street
Jamestown, NY 14702

If you have questions, please ask a member of the
personnel committee or Pastor Mark. The members
are:  Beth Johnson, Shelly Wendt, Marie Hill, Glenn
Utter, Karen Linn, and Brenda Ecklund.

On Sunday, November 6th we remember and
give thanks to God for the lives and witness of
all Christians who have lived and died in the
faith and now share in eternal life and glory
through Christ.  We will be thanking God for
all the saints who shared their faith with us so
that we too may be counted among God’s
faithful people.  We will remember in our
prayers those members and friends of our
First Lutheran Church family who have
passed away since last All Saints Sunday:

Albert E. Anderson
Thomas J. Neelen
Robert L. Bragg
Donald R. Smith
Glenda K. Lyon

Carol A. Winterburn
John E. Anderson

Omer S. Jones
Ruth Marie Rulifson

David W. Bentley
Harold V. Johnson Jr.
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Jeffrey L. Lewis
Willard “Bill” Anderson

Kevin Mlacker

Center ST Parking Tips

Many may not be aware of the many “parking sign directives” that are available to those
who attempt to park on Center Street at any time of the day/week/month, depending what
season we may be in.  The signs are placed for reasons, and are enforced by JPD, so if you are
not paying attention, you could be awarded a parking ticket. So this is the road map to follow:

1. The ODD side of Center St is the side that the Church is on and the Westerberg
Education building does have an address above the door of 17, which means the other
side of the street all the houses left (all 2 of them) would be EVEN numbered addresses.
The green space next to the Church is referred to as 23 Center St.

2. Next item to remember is that on the ODD side of the street above the walk-in entrance
to the 17 Center St entrance of the Church, this is ALL HANDICAP PARKING ON
THIS SIDE OF THE STREET ONLY…..up to the corner of Chandler.

3. On both sides of Center St, below 17 Center St and the parking lot entrance, alternate
parking rules ALWAYS apply:

a. April 1 – Oct 1 – it is parking by the month – EVEN months/even side of
street….ODD months/odd side of street and the time to switch is 10:00 A.M.

b. Oct 1 – April 1 – it is parking by the DAY – EVEN days/even side of the
street…..ODD days/odd side of the street and the time to switch is 10:00 A.M. Be
aware when months end in 31, the next day is the 1st – both ODD days.

c. For anyone arriving before 9:00 A.M. and need to park on the street where
alternate parking rules apply, please be weary to park on the new side of the street
for the upcoming day, as that will put cars on both sides of the street and
emergency vehicles and plows (in winter) would not be able to navigate.

4. The EVEN side of Center St by First House -  NO PARKING or STANDING at any time
or season from parking lot entrance to Chandler St.
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NEED HELP FINDING A MEANINGFUL CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR FRIENDS AND

FAMILY THIS YEAR?

Tired of giving money or gift cards to people who don’t need anything?  Or searching high and

low for the perfect gift only to find out that your loved one returned the item or already has one

just like it?  Shop ELCA Good Gifts this Christmas and select gifts that will make a difference

in the world, grow the church, fight hunger and transform lives.  With 50 giving options – from

10 little chicks to help a family escape poverty to a scholarship to help a young leader attend an

ELCA seminary – there’s something meaningful to choose for everyone on your list.

Acknowledgement cards may be sent to let your loved ones know that you have made a special

gift in their honor.

Good Gifts catalogs are available in the pamphlet rack outside the family library or you can go to

ELCA.org/goodgifts to shop online.  Also available in the pamphlet rack are God’s Global

Barnyard coin boxes that are a great way to teach children about the joy of giving globally,

coloring books and stickers.

Feel good about your giving especially during these challenging

times.  Make a difference.  Good Gifts purchases won’t be

returned.
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And this year a new opportunity to do something together as a

congregation…

We would like to challenge the congregation to raise enough

money to buy one or more Family Farms through the Good

Gifts program.

The cost of each farm is $715.00 and includes a cow, a

couple of goats, a dozen chicks, two pigs, farming tools,

seeds and agricultural training.

In any amount, your contribution will help reach our goal.

Just indicate “Good Gifts” appeal on your check or on your

offering envelope.
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There will be a chart posted near the first floor elevator that

will show the progress towards our goal.

Thank you for participating.

WORSHIP AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

9:00 am Contemporary Worship Service
Contemporary Worship Center

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service
Main Sanctuary

Welcome
We welcome in the name of Jesus all who worship at First.  It is our hope and prayer that you
encounter God’s gracious presence through this worship experience.  If you want to know more
about Jesus, please talk to anyone leading worship.  If you want to know more about First Lutheran
Church, our mission, and ministries, please visit the Welcome Table in the back.

Attendance Cards
Even though COVID 19 has been declining, and we’ve been able to relax some restrictions, please
continue to complete an attendance card and leave it in the pew where you’re seated.  This will help
us track and contact individuals if needed.  In addition, it will also help us reconnect as a
congregation.  Thank you.
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Masks and Social Distancing
Masks are no longer required.  We do ask that worshipers continue safe practices, such as
distancing, non-contact greetings and frequent hand washing to protect the vulnerable.  If you or
anyone in your home is ill, please remain home and follow CDC guidelines as appropriate.

Additional Precautions
Holy Communion will be served at the head of the aisle with individual wafers and disposable
communion cups. Singing is permitted while continuing to social distance. Those who are
leading worship, spoken and in song, will maintain extended distances from the congregation.
You may place your offering in the box at the entrance of the sanctuary. We will share the peace
in word without physical contact. We continue to observe precautions recommended by the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and by directives from the State of New York.  We
appreciate your patience and cooperation!

● We will video record both worship services and post the recordings online through: Vimeo,
YouTube, Facebook and the First Lutheran website: flcjny.org

We will adjust our practices as health concerns evolve.

We will celebrate Jesus Christ, risen from the grave!

We understand that some of our church family will refrain from attending worship due to health
concerns.  This is a personal choice and we support all our family in this decision-making process.
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First Edition
Living the Good News at First Lutheran Church
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