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Do you have Questions?  Or Feedback?  A Suggestion? 

Contact a Congregation Council Member listed below.  
 

Gail Espinoza, Michael Laurin, Karen Linn, Sandy Hatfield, Michael Dearman, Paul R. Johnson, Randy 

Elf, Wendy Larson, Elaine Rissel, Brigetta Overcash, Carey Skelton, and Jane Young 
 

 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Staff  

 

 

Mark E. Swanson, Pastor 

Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music 

Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship 

Liz Lobb, Office Manager 

 

 

 

With Thanksgiving to Almighty God 
 

The People of 
 

First Lutheran Church 
 

Request Your Prayers and Presence 
 

at a 
 

Celebration of Holy Communion 
 

with the Installation of 
 

THE REVEREND MARK ERICK SWANSON 
 

1 o’clock in the afternoon 
 

Saturday, September 17, 2022 
 

at 120 Chandler Street, Jamestown  NY  14701 

 

A light buffet supper will follow 

Please RSVP by Phone:  716-664-4601 or 

Email:  firstlutheran@flcjny.org 
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Dear Friends: 
 

I will be installed as the Pastor of 
First Lutheran Church on Saturday 

afternoon, September 17, at 1:00 pm. I 

look forward to your presence that day. 
The Worship and Music Committee is 

busily preparing the worship service, and 
the Fellowship Team is making 

arrangements for plenty of food to feed all 

who attend. It should be a fun day, not 
just for me, but for all of First Church. I 

say this because this Installation is not 
about me. It is about us, as God’s people, 

who share in the common ministry of one 

people working together.  
 

I have often wondered why the word 

“installation” was chosen to describe the 
special service when the Pastor officially 

begins serving.  The word installation 
typically refers to something being put in 

place, like installing a new appliance.  I 

think of installing as getting my tools out 
to do the necessary work of hauling out 

something old that has broken and 
plugging in something new that will work 

better and more efficiently. I’m quite sure 

that my installation doesn’t mean 
something old and broken is being 

replaced, and I’m equally sure that I’m not 
a better or more efficient version of those 

who came before me. If only there could be 

a better word than “installation.” 
Presidents have “inaugurations” to start 

their term in office, but that sounds too 
political. And some religious groups have 

“consecrations” to set apart people who 

have taken vows to live a holy life 
dedicated to serving others.  Installation 

will not mark me as holier, more religious, 
or in any way different from the people I 

serve. Thank the Lord for that.  I won’t 

even get a new title. I am already a pastor, 
a title given to me at my Ordination.  

 
What this Installation will do is 

celebrate what God has already done for 

us. It will be a celebration of God’s great 
work of bring us together as a community 

of faith, called, gathered, equipped, and 
sent to serve in Jesus’ name.   This work 

is the commissioning of all of us. It is 

reminder that in our baptism our Lord has 
marked each of us as priests and servants 

in the kingdom of God.  Which is why it is 
so important that you come to First 

Church on September 17th. It will be a day 

to give thanks to the Lord who has placed 
First Church amid our neighborhood to 

minister to people who struggle with the 

challenges of everyday life. God has sent 
us here so that the same neighbors can 

teach us how to be better stewards of the 
gifts we have been given and learn to live 

and love with compassion, as Jesus did. 

The Lord is installing us all in our role as 
witnesses to God’s redeeming love.  We are 

being “put in our place” as part of the one 
Body of Christ, grafted onto the true Vine, 

which is Jesus Christ. 

 
Please mark September 17 on your 

calendar.  There will be great and 
abundant music—soloist, handbells, 

trumpeters, choir, and praise team—fine 

preaching, and Holy Communion. It is a 
celebration of the Church. It is the Feast 

of Victory of the God who comes to save us 
all.  It is your installation, it is mine, it is 

ours. Come and see the hand of God at 

work.  The Lord will be pulling out the old, 
worn sin from our lives, and “put in place” 

all the forgiveness we have always needed. 
I trust it will be an Installation to change 

us all. 

Pastor Swanson 
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We extend a sincere thank you to the following 

people: 

 

 

Memorial Fund 

In Memory of Harold V. Johnson Jr. by: 

 Marcia Rupp 

 Leila & John Swanson 

 Kathleen & Stephen Stanton 

 Caryn & Kurt Johnson 

 Martha Paulson & Lamont Wager 

 Solvay Tigers Auxiliary 

 Robert Lake 

 

In Memory of Ruth Marie Rulifson by: 

 Leila & John Swanson 

 

In Memory of Randy Hofgren by:  

 Kathy & Ray Hofgren 

 

In Honor of Pastor Daniel Rumfelt by: 

 Marcia Rupp 
 

 

 

 
August, 2022 

 

• For the good of the council: The 
council welcomed Pastor Mark to his 
first council meeting. Elaine Rissel 
stated that First Aid kits need to be 

updated and/or replaced. Pastor 
Mark mentioned that we also need 
defibrillators (2 of them due to the 
size of the building). Elaine and 
Andrea Magnuson are working on 

grants to fund the purchase of 
defibrillators. Elaine volunteered to 
oversee acquiring the First Aid kits.  

 

• Pastor’s report: Pastor Mark has 

begun visiting homebound members 
and is seeking volunteers to be 
eucharistic ministers to deliver 
communion to them. Staff meetings 
will be held on Tuesday mornings at 
9:30. Pastor would like to explore 
creating a technology committee to 
improve overall communication. 
Karen Linn will be researching the 

availability of grant money to help 
renovate First House; “faith-based 
initiatives” may help with this project. 
Plans are well under way for Pastor’s 
installation on September 17; 
wonderful music will be provided by 
the choir, the bell choir, and Sacred 
Fire. Guidelines for groups using the 

building need to be updated. Pastor 
is working to learn names and would 
like to try name tags beginning in 
September. Pastor Laura and Pastor 
Mark are working to create a 10-
minute “kids’ liturgy” for Sunday 
School children; “kids’ church” will 
take place in the chapel at the 
beginning of the Sunday School hour 

with Pastor Laura serving as pianist.  
 

• Worship and Music: Karen Linn 
reported that the platform project 
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(behind the bell choir area in the 
nave) is in progress. Augsburg’s 
Sundays and Seasons has been 
purchased online; this resource will 
help with worship planning and with 

the creation of the bulletin. Sacred 
Fire and the bell choir are busy 
rehearsing for the installation and for 
the upcoming fall season; the choir 
will begin rehearsing again on 
September 7.  

 

• Treasurer: The council studied 

reports sent by treasurer Jane Young.  
Council members discussed the need 
for side-by-side comparisons of the 
previous year and the current year; 
this would be particularly helpful in 
budget planning for 2023.  

 

• Property: Paul Johnson reported that 
the roofers have been working on the 
education building and have 
completed work on the tower except 

for one tower window. Paul 
mentioned that air conditioning for 
the sanctuary might need to be 
considered, especially since storm 
windows could then be added to 
protect the stained glass windows. R. 
Patti will widen the apron to improve 
the exit from the drive-through; side 
curtains for the awning will be 

installed for the winter months. The 
property committee is continuing to 
look at properties around the church 
that have been condemned or put up 
for sale; discussions with city officials 
are ongoing, including possibilities for 
purchase or demolition. The city has 

promised to step up code 
enforcement. The council also 
discussed the need for a strategic 
plan to study property improvements 
at First Lutheran—to bring the 

building up to date to better meet 
the needs of the congregation. The 
stage/platform project in the nave 
may need council approval if 
additional funds (from outside the 
property budget) are required.  

 

• Reconnect: We need activities for fall, 

especially in connection with the 
stewardship campaign. Karen Linn 
mentioned a family gathering. Paul 
Johnson recommended the Vikings as 
a location; there would be a pavilion 
available as well as a playground for 

the children. On Sunday, there will be 
an announcement asking for 
volunteers to plan this event.  

 

• Ushers: Brigetta Overcash has a few 

more volunteers. Brigetta and Gail 
Espinoza worked together to call 
people who have not worshipped 
with us since Covid; people have 
been appreciative of the calls and 
some names have been given to 
Pastor Mark for him to contact.  

 

• Sunday School/Christian Ed: Wendy 

Larson reported that the committee 
had a productive meeting in July and 
will meet again on August 17. Starting 
date for Sunday School will be 
October 2. Pastor Mark and the 

committee are working together to 
create designated space for the 
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Sunday School. This will be a 
rebuilding year following the 
difficulties of the pandemic; hopefully 
there will be a set schedule for 
Sunday School every week. 

Volunteers are always needed.  
 

• Old business: Mike Laurin gave the 
council an update on the contract for 
the sale of the parking lot to 

Jamestown Public Schools. The school 
board will be discussing the contract 
at their next meeting; hopefully, the 
updated contract will be returned to 
the council soon so that a 
congregational vote can be 
scheduled.  

 

 
 

 

 

PARISH RECORD 

Wedding of Nashaly M. Melendez Santiago 

and Aaron W. Samuelson on 8/20/2022 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The deadline for articles for the October 

2022, First Edition newsletter is Thursday, 

September 15th.   Please have all information 

into the church office by that date.  Thank 

you. 

 

 

Synod Mission Message 

 
 

VOTE!! 

Your church wants you to vote. Your church 
wants everybody to vote! To work toward that 
goal, ELCAvotes is an initiative to encourage 
voter participation, to discuss and explain the 
issues, and to work for equal rights for all. Its 
mission statement is: 
We are called to conversation and prayer 
around our role as U.S. residents and as 
people of faith in ensuring our election 
systems promote dignity and respect for all. 

We are called to act by speaking out as 
advocates and engaging in local efforts to 
guarantee the right to vote to all citizens. 

“[It is] resolved, that members, 
congregations, and synods of this church 
be encouraged to “promote public life 
worthy of the name” by speaking out as 
an advocate and engaging in local efforts 
such as voter registration and 
supporting legislation to guarantee the 
right to vote to all citizens …” 
Do you have a neighbor or relative who can’t 

physically get to the voting booth? You can help 

by making sure they have the information to get 

an absentee ballot. You can volunteer to give 

rides on election day to people without 

transportation. You can work as a polling place 

observer. We cannot take the right to vote for 

granted. That is why ELCA Advocacy, a ministry 

of our national church body, encourages us to 

help keep that right available to all! 

We are church together for the sake of the world. 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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FIRST EDITION 

 

NOTES FROM THE LOFT 

 

SEPTEMBER, 2022 

 
Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music 

and Organist 

 

S E P T E M B E R   IS   C H O I R  

A W A R E N E S S   M O N T H 

 

“Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord!”  If you like to sing, the choir is always looking for 

enthusiastic singers!  New members are always welcome including High School students, grades 

9-12.  Our first Wednesday evening rehearsal will be on September 7th at 6 p.m. in the choir 

room # 9.  Our first Sunday back in the loft will be September 11 th preceded by our 9:30 a.m. 

rehearsal in the choir room.   

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Our midweek rehearsal schedule for the month of September will be the 

first, second and third Wednesdays of the month ~ September 7th, 14th and 21st at 6 p.m. in 

the choir room.   ON THE SECOND WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH WE WILL 

HAVE A CATERED CHICKEN AND BISCUIT DINNER FOR OUR CHOIR 

MEMBERS IN THE FELLOWSHIP ROOM PRIOR TO OUR REGULAR CHOIR 

REHEARSAL.  Again all members both old and new are welcome! Just email me your 

dinner reservations at bbogey@flcjny.org or call me at 716-640-1804.   Again, if you have 

the voice and the spirit we welcome you! 

 

mailto:bbogey@flcjny.org
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Below is a list of Liturgists, Lectors, and Hymn Cantors for the month of September.  During the 

month of August we switched several liturgists, however, I will return to the regularly scheduled 

order of Liturgists for the month of September.  Please contact me if there is a conflict and I will 

find an alternate person to fill-in.  Thank you for your faithfulness and worship leadership! 
 

LITURGIST    LECTOR   HYMN CANTOR 
9-4   Brenda Ecklund    Lynn Novo   Marika Koch 

9-11  Peter Larson     Fred Larson  Beth Johnson 

9-18  Frank Gozdalski    Julie Livengood  Peter Larson 

9-25  Beth Johnson     Gail Espinoza  Julie Costantini 

 

This month we will continue with selected excerpts from the “History of First Lutheran Church 

– Jamestown” written by former church member, Daniel Carlson.  We are continuing with life 

in the 1800’s.  For the convenience of the members who arrived by horse and buggy, wooden 

stalls or stables were provided for the horses on the west side of the church.  Similar to the 

parking lots at the present time.  The congregation continued to increase and so two additions to 

the church were made to old wooden church under the pastorate of C.O. Hultgren.  Pastor 

Hultgren served as pastor from 1864 to 1896.  In 1870, a pipe organ with air being pumped by 

church members was installed at the cost of $12,200.00.  That same organ exists today in our 

church parlors and is playable.  The oldest pipe organ in the county.  A choir was also organized 

at this time. 

 

One sad event happened in the old wooden church.  In 1877 the building was struck by lightning 

while Sunday School was in session and a man by the name of John A. Peterson was killed and 

several others were injured by the flash.  Also, money was scarce and some people were unable 

to give money but gave of their labor.  Mrs. Louisa Nihl, a widow, living in Ashville could do 

neither, until lightning struck a large tree on her property.  She considered this a blessing in 

disguise, thinking that the Lord had provided her a means to contribute.  The tree was sawed into 

building lumber and from this tree the pulpit and altar was constructed for the church.  We now 

have these items in our church parlors for historical purposes. 

 

Next month we will go into the Twentieth Century and the building of our current house of 

worship.  Until then… 

 

Blessings ~ Brian 
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  September, 2022 
First Lutheran Church  

Contemporary Worship 
 

Kimberly King 
Worship Leader & Coordinator of Contemporary Worship 

Sacred Fire – Praise Team 
 
Hello Fall ! ☺   
Fall brings some of the most colorful times of the year all created by God.  Take time this season to enjoy the splendor of 
color, a special gift!   
 
Scripture Inspiration:  Psalm 8: verses 1,3 and 9 (NIV) 

        1.  Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  You have set your glory in the heavens. 

        3.  When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place. 

        9.  Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

       Challenge - Take a few minutes each day to walk outside and take in all the splendor that God has created and feel 

God’s Blessings.  

CONTEMPORARY SERVICES----ALL ARE WELCOME ☺ 
Contemporary Worship Service each Sunday at 9:00am in our Worship Center in the lower level of the church.  The 
service lasts about 40 minutes.  The first Sunday of each month we celebrate Holy Communion with “health precautions”.  
Nursery care is available.   
 
Challenge – Invite someone to come to church with you! ☺  
Fall is a perfect time to invite people to join us in worship!  Fall is a time when people are starting new or renewed 
schedules.  So, it is a perfect time to reach out in a casual conversation and invite people to worship with you.   
 
A GREAT Outreach Ministry - The service is videotaped each week and posted on Facebook, Vimeo and on our 
church website. (flcjny.org) You have access to our current and past Contemporary Services on both our church 
Facebook page, Sacred Fire’s page and on Vimeo.com.  On Vimeo, search First Lutheran Contemporary Service and 
Sunday’s date.  Please share First Lutherans’ services with your friends and family!!   
 
You can continue to listen to contemporary music and inspiring messages everyday on FM radio channel 90.9 Family 
Life Network or online at fln.org.  Also, on Sirius XM radio, “The Message” on channel 63.  
   
Enjoy the beauty God has given us and give Thanks!    
 
Remember that God is ALWAYS with us!!   
As God continues to shine Love and Blessings on you! .... Remember to share God’s Love and Grace with 
others!! 
Take Care and Be Safe!! 
God’s Blessings to you all! 
From All of Sacred Fire and  

Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship 
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Mailing Address:  

LCDR Andy "SMEDIUM" Carlson 

1116 Treefern Drive 

Virginia Beach, VA  23451 

 

MASR Scott D. Johnson 

8318 O’Connor Cres 

Norfolk, VA  23503-2716 

 

CAPT Eric Spitzer 

850 Ticonderoga St., Ste. 100 

JBPHH, HI 96860-5102 

 

 

Attendance for August 

 

 

August                1st Sunday                2nd Sunday 

 

2021                        70                                89 
2022                       101                               84 

 

                          3rd Sunday                 4th Sunday 
 

2021                        78                               105 

2022                        99           
 

 

 

On-Line Views of Worship Video 

 

 

Date     Contemporary 

& Traditional 

Total 

7/10/2022  107 

7/17//2022   126 

7/24/2022  124 

7/31/2022  130 

8/7/2022  153 

 
 

 

Income & Expenses through July, 2022 

 

Month Income Expense    Total 

    

January *58,580 25,041 33,539 

February 29,314 25,756 3,558 

March 17,367 29,555 -12,188 

April *56,669       24,878 31,791 

May 15,753 27,081 -11,328 

June **-33,316 25,156 -8,160 

July 19,612 32,229 -12,617 

August    

September    

October    

November    

December    

Total 

163,979 189,696 

 

24,959 

 

    

* 40,000 from Endowment 

** Transfer to Short Term Account QCI 

 

Thank you to all who are mailing their offering! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=6&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,ea&page=5&ipp=50
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SCRIPTURE READINGS IN SEPTEMBER 

 

 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 4th  

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 1 

Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-33 

 

 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 11th       

Exodus 32:7-14 
Psalm 51:1-10 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Luke 15:1-10 
 

 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 18th  

  Amos 8:4-7 

Psalm 113 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 

 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 25th  

Amos 6:1a,4-7 

Psalm 146 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Luke 16:19-31 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Baptismal 

Anniversaries 
We celebrate with you! 

*indicates birthday when baptism is not known 
 

  September Baptisms: 
 
 
01 David Ecklund 
03* Helen Willman 
04 Sharon Kane 
05 Jeffrey Nelson 
07 Kristin Garaas-Johnson 
 Jeffrey Rupp 
08 Robert Lake 
 Marilyn Palmquist 
10* Chris Skelton 
11 Matthew Johnson 
12 Laura Braley 
12* Paul Holt 
16 Tim Kindberg 
17 Lisa Johnson 
19 Nathan Ditonto 
20 Lori Town 
21 Frederick Larson 
23 Jacquelyn Nelson-Harrington 
23* Mary Lindeman 
25 Paul Westerberg 
26* Ellen Pancerev 
29 Hugh Hamilton 
30 Corey King 
 
 

 

WORSHIP HOURS 

 

Starting September 4, 2022 worship hours 

will be 9:00 AM for Contemporary Worship 

Services and 11:00 AM for Traditional 

Worship Services. 
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Prayer Ventures 

September 2022 

 
1 Pray for people, communities and regions of our 

country and the world suffering drought and 
persistent extreme heat that threaten lives, 

agricultural production, availability of water, and 

the health of communities and nations. 

 
2 Pray for peace and healing wherever there is war 

or conflict in the world, and for the Spirit to further 

our work toward peace, understanding, respect for 
one another and unity in our country. 

 

3 Pray for leaders, volunteers and teachers in our 
congregations who help others to deepen their faith, 

study Scripture, develop skills and confidence for 

sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, and 
care for one another as disciples of Christ who 

never cease to learn or grow. 

 

4 Pray that we will have the courage to follow 
Jesus, reordering our priorities and allegiances, 

using our wealth and resources to care for our 

neighbors in need, and resisting things that pull us 
away from God.  

 

5 Labor Day  On this day we recognize and pray for 
the work people do to sustain their families and the 

service they do to benefit their communities and 

society. Pray that all will receive fair wages, work 

in safe environments, be renewed through times of 
sabbath, and experience joy and fulfillment in their 

labor. Pray for all those who seek employment to 

find work, and for the well-being, care and support 
of people unable to work. 

 

6 Pray that we will find wisdom, guidance, 
nourishment and joy in the commands and ways of 

God, becoming “like trees planted by streams of 

water, which yield their fruit in its season, and 
[whose] leaves do not wither” (Psalm 1:3). 

 

7 Pray for the new volunteers in the ELCA Young 
Adults in Global Mission program, who depart 

today to serve with our global companions in 

Senegal, Jerusalem/West Bank, Argentina, Uruguay 

and the United Kingdom. 
 

8 Pray for the Spirit to guide and bless synods as 

they implement decisions and plans made during 
their assemblies this year. Pray that they will be 

guided by the shared wisdom, creativity and gifts of 

lay and rostered leaders, members of congregations, 
ministry partners and voices from the communities 

they serve.  

 

9 Pray that children and youth will be surrounded 
by parents, family, church leaders, teachers, 

neighbors and role models who are caring, 

respectful, encouraging and sincere in their faith. 
 

10 Ask the Spirit to sustain our commitment to end 

racism and to address the deforming impact of 
white supremacy on our social and political 

endeavors. Pray that we will confront injustice, 

racism and inequities in our church, society, 
institutions and laws, and that we will proclaim 

boldly our conviction that all people are 

wonderfully created and gifted children of God. 

 
11 “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday  On our 

church’s annual day of service, ask God to help us 

throughout our baptismal journeys as we strive to 
bring justice, stir hope, care for creation and 

strengthen communities through churchwide 

programs, local churches, global companions, social 
ministries and community organizations. 

 

12 Give thanks and praise to God for seeking us out 

when we are lost or wander away, and for restoring 
and affirming our relationship as children of God. 

 

13 Pray that the Spirit will inspire people to use 
their unique gifts and skills abroad, seeking 

opportunities to serve with the ELCA’s global 

church companions and international partners.  
 

14 Give thanks and pray for confirmation programs 

and teachers who help young people study the 
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Bible; learn the basics of faith; become familiar 
with Lutheran theology, confessions and practices; 

and examine the connection between their faith in 

Jesus Christ, the world and their daily lives.  
 

15 First Day of Hispanic Heritage Month  Give 

thanks to God for the gifts, contributions and rich 

cultural diversity of our Latinx neighbors and 
siblings in Christ, and pray for the growth and 

vitality of the 147 Latino ministries of the ELCA as 

they share the gospel, equip leaders, promote 
inclusivity and diversity, and serve their neighbors.  

 

16 “The saying is sure and worthy of full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners — of whom I am the foremost” (1 

Timothy 1:15). Lift up prayers of repentance and 

gratitude for God’s gift of undeserved love and 
forgiveness, made personal through Jesus Christ. 

 

17 Ask God to sustain teachers in schools and early 
childhood education programs. Pray that they will 

create safe and encouraging environments where 

students can learn skills for living and decision-
making, form caring friendships, better understand 

the world and humanity, and develop concern for 

the well-being of their communities and society. 
 

18 Lutheran Disaster Response shares God’s hope, 

healing and renewal with people whose lives have 

been disrupted by disasters — natural and human-
made. Give thanks for what we accomplish together 

around the world through LDR, and let us promise 

to be generous in our support and involvement. 
 

19 Remember in prayer the four new country 

coordinators working with volunteers in the ELCA 
Young Adults in Global Mission program: Jessica 

Geroux (Argentina/Uruguay), Jordan and Adam 

Miller-Stubbendick (Jerusalem and the West Bank) 

and Mytch Dorvilier (Senegal). 
 

20 Remember in prayer the needs, concerns and 

challenges of parents who have children in school. 
 

21 International Day of Peace  Join with our 

neighbors and siblings in Christ around the world in 
praying for peace, healing, restoration and unity. 

 

22 First day of autumn  Give thanks for the 
changing seasons and the beauty and blessings of 

autumn, which delight us, inspire us, help us 

prepare for the winter months and remind us of the 
cycles of life in God’s creation. 

 

23 Ask God to attend to those suffering hunger, 

poverty, illness and crisis. Pray that we will always 
recognize and respond to our neighbors in need and 

that our care and concern will reflect God’s 

boundless love and mercy for humankind. 
 

24 Remember in prayer young adults who serve in 

the military. Pray that we will find ways to connect 
them with military ministries and with faith 

communities back home, and to support them both 

during their service and as they transition out of the 

military. 
 

25 Pray that congregations engaged in mission 

planning and renewal will be guided and inspired by 
the Spirit, listening to God through Scripture and 

prayer, to the voices within our faith communities 

and to those outside the doors of our congregations.  
 

26 Pray that we might grasp the tenacity of God’s 

concern for those suffering from poverty and 
hunger, here and around the world. Embrace God’s 

call to care for our neighbors in need and to end 

poverty and hunger through our shared compassion, 

resources, wisdom and resolve. 
 

27 “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 

generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for 
themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 

future, so that they may take hold of the life that 

really is life” (1 Timothy 6:18-19). Pray that we will 
be kind, generous and attentive to God’s work in the 

world, trusting God’s favor and the promise of 

eternal life over wealth, status or accomplishments. 

 
28 Ask God to bless our 65 synod bishops, 

presiding bishop and secretary as they gather for the 

Conference of Bishops to support one another, 
worship, study, conduct church business and help 

identify, invite, equip and support new leaders in 

the church. 
 



14 

 

29 Michael and All Angels  Praise God for the 
unfathomable mysteries of creation and all beings 

that reveal God’s presence, power and will. 

 
30 Orange Shirt Day: Every Child Matters  This 

day of observance originated in Canada to raise 

awareness of the tragic legacy of government-

funded Indian boarding schools, many of which 
were run by Christian churches. These schools 

forced children to assimilate to white culture by 

separating them from their parents and stripping 
them of their Indigenous cultures, languages and 

spiritual beliefs. The United States and the ELCA 

share this legacy. Ask for God’s mercy and 
forgiveness for the pain and suffering inflicted on 

Indigenous peoples throughout the history of our 

nation. Pray that we will view our national history 

with humility and work to correct the lasting 
impacts of injustice, for the well-being and 

wholeness of all people. 
 

 

 

 
 

FAMILY LIBRARY NEWS 
SEPTEMBER 2022 

 
The Family Library is open Sunday 
mornings and by special request.  

Thank you to the congregation for the 
ongoing support.  God bless. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
CHRIST IN OUR HOME 

 

Devotional Booklets 

July, August, September 

 

Now Available in the Church Office and 

also in  

the Little Library 

Call ahead to the church office to make sure 

a copy is available. 

716-664-4601 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Save the date:  
Sunday, October 2, 2022  

First Lutheran Sunday School Rally Day! 

We will be sending out information soon 

with the details.  

We are looking forward to an exciting new 

year and can’t wait to see you! 
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Visitors From Sweden 
 

Last week First Lutheran Church welcomed 

visitors from Sweden.  Anders Hedenstöm 

and his wife Diana were here in Jamestown 

for a visit. Three of Anders’ grandfather’s 

siblings (surname Berg) had immigrated 

from Sweden to Jamestown in the early 20th 

century. He and his brother had wondered 

for many years what their lives here were 

like so Anders contacted the Fenton History 

Center to research the family. As he and his 

wife were in upstate New York visiting her 

family, they decided to come for a visit.  

They coordinated with the staff at the 

Fenton to arrange visits to First Lutheran, 

Lakeview and Sunset Cemeteries, and to 

drive by the addresses where the family had 

lived. Then on Friday the staff at Fenton 

held a Fika (Swedish coffee hour) for them 

at the Research Library. 

 

Jim and I had the pleasure of bringing them 

to First Lutheran for the “$1,000 Tour”. We 

took them to every nook and cranny and 

shared as much history as we could 

remember. We also shared the sacrifice that 

so many of the early families made to bring 

their dream of our current church to fruition.  

They were awed by the beauty and size of 

the nave and found it hard to believe that at 

one time every seat was filled on Sunday 

morning. The stained-glass window that 

features King Gustaf caught Anders’ eyes 

immediately upon entering the nave. They 

couldn’t believe that we still had the original 

organ and that it still worked. I was able to 

locate one of the booklets that Marcia and 

Amy Rupp created that tells of many of the 

architectural highlights in the nave so will 

be sending that to them. 

 

We then took them to dinner where we 

learned more of their family and discussed 

some of the factors that contributed to the 

mass immigration of the late 19th and early 

20th centuries It was a joy to share our 

beautiful church with these visitors from 

Sweden.    

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Holy Communion 

Starting Sunday, October 2, 

2022 Holy Communion will 

be offered every Sunday at 

both services. 
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Saints and Sinners Tours 

 

Many of you are probably familiar with the Saints and Sinners Tours at Lakeview Cemetery. 

For those of you who are not, every October the Fenton History Center sponsors torus of the 

cemetery featuring interesting people who are buried there. This year First Lutheran Church 

appears in the cast. The Fenton will feature Reverend Julius Lincoln, pastor at First Lutheran 

from 1896-1918. John A. Eckman, organist at First Lutheran Church from 1890-1910 and 

Napoleon Neustrom (Nystrom). We will also be presenting the story of Margaret Gowan who 

has a connection to Heather Potter who attended our Contemporary Service until her death 2 

years ago. 

 

Reverend Lincoln followed C. O. Hultgren as leader of First Lutheran Church. John A. Eckman 

came to First during the building of the current church and was here to help install the organ in 

the Nave. Napoleon “Pooley” Neustrom had a smaller roll than the previous two gentlemen but 

was brought there to be baptized by his immigrant parents. We have costumed actors who will 

present a brief summary of the character’s life for the folks attending. 

 

If you have never been before, this may be the ideal time to check out the stories of four First 

Lutheran members. The tours are being held on Saturday October 1st and Saturday October 8th. 

Check out the Fenton Website for both the walking tours and the carriage tours times costs, etc. 
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The Gift of the Spirit: 

A Divine Wild Goose Chase 

 

When we think of the Holy Spirit, the most likely image – a dove – 

comes to mind. But what about a wild goose? Not so much. 

Yet, if we consider more closely the symbolism used to 

describe the Holy Spirit – wind, fire, breath of God, 

unpredictable – a wild goose might indeed be a better image for the 

Holy Spirit than a peaceful dove. 

 

 The Women’s Thursday Bible Study seeks to discover how the Holy Spirit and the 

wild goose have much in common. We’ll track the Spirit through scripture to see 

where the Spirit might be leading us on our Christian journey, examine who the 

Spirit is and to whom the Spirit is given, follow the tracks of the Spirit – the Breath 

of God – to see how the Spirit is giving us life, and finally, explore the Spirit as the 

Wind of God that moves and guides us. 

 

Sound intriguing? Then join the three-session wild goose chase, (September – 

November), beginning Thursday, September 15th at 1:30 PM in the Fellowship 

Room. 

 

NOTE:  

ALL SESSIONS – THE THIRD THURSDAY 

 

 

For more information, contact Lois Rumfelt (664-4409 or rumfelt@stny.rr.com) 
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WORSHIP AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

9:00 am Contemporary Worship Service 

Contemporary Worship Center 

 

11:00 am Traditional Worship Service  

Main Sanctuary 

 
Welcome 

We welcome in the name of Jesus all who worship at First.  It is our hope and prayer that you 

encounter God’s gracious presence through this worship experience.  If you want to know more 

about Jesus, please talk to anyone leading worship.  If you want to know more about First Lutheran 

Church, our mission, and ministries, please visit the Welcome Table in the back. 

 

Attendance Cards 

Even though COVID 19 has been declining, and we’ve been able to relax some restrictions, please 

continue to complete an attendance card and leave it in the pew where you’re seated.  This will help 

us track and contact individuals if needed.  In addition, it will also help us reconnect as a 

congregation.  Thank you. 

 

Masks and Social Distancing 

Masks are no longer required.  We do ask that worshipers continue safe practices, such as 

distancing, non-contact greetings and frequent hand washing to protect the vulnerable.  If you or 

anyone in your home is ill, please remain home and follow CDC guidelines as appropriate. 

 

Additional Precautions 

Holy Communion will be served at the head of the aisle with individual wafers and disposable 

communion cups. Singing is permitted while continuing to social distance. Those who are 

leading worship, spoken and in song, will maintain extended distances from the congregation.  

You may place your offering in the box at the entrance of the sanctuary. We will share the 

peace in word without physical contact. We continue to observe precautions recommended by 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and by directives from the State of New York.  

We appreciate your patience and cooperation! 
 

• We will video record both worship services and post the recordings online through: Vimeo, 

YouTube, Facebook and the First Lutheran website: flcjny.org 

 

We will adjust our practices as health concerns evolve. 

 

We will celebrate Jesus Christ, risen from the grave! 

 

We understand that some of our church family will refrain from attending worship due to health 

concerns.  This is a personal choice and we support all our family in this decision-making process.
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