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Do you have Questions?  Or Feedback?  A Suggestion? 

Contact a Congregation Council Member listed below.  
 

Gail Espinoza, Michael Laurin, Karen Linn, Sandy Hatfield, Michael Dearman, Paul R. Johnson, Randy 

Elf, Wendy Larson, Elaine Rissel, Brigetta Overcash, Carey Skelton, and Jane Young 
 

 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Staff  

 

 

Mark E. Swanson, Pastor 

Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music 

Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship 

Liz Lobb, Office Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

NEW SUMMER HOURS STARTING ON 

JULY 3RD AT FIRST LUTHERAN 

CHURCH: 

 

9:00 AM – CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 

 

10:30 AM – TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
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Dear Friends: 
 

This month, August, marks the official 
start of my calling as your pastor. According to 

the ELCA, a pastor’s call begins the day they are 
elected and accept the call of the congregation, 

which means I’ve been your pastor since way 
back on March 6. Since then, I have served as an 

interim pastor in the Syracuse area and for the last 
couple of months my wife has put me to work on 

projects around the house that she thought I’d 
never get around to doing.  The bishop said I 

could use these last two month to “re-charge” and 
rest. That was the plan. Reality seldom takes the 

perfect form of the ideal. It seems the Lord had no 
intention of letting me sit back and slack off for a 

couple of months. 
 

 So, I’ve found plenty of time to start 
learning about First Lutheran, attended a meeting 

here and there, stopped by the office, picked up 
my keys to the building, even visited some folks 

at home, and found myself meeting First Church 

members everywhere from Wegmans to 
Chautauqua to Ecklof’s, and all sorts of spots in 

between.  I’ve come to realize this is simply part 
of what it’s like to be in a place like Jamestown, 

where you can’t avoid running into friends and 
acquaintances for very long. It means our lives 

are connected more than we think and that we 
can’t hide from the fact that our neighbor’s cares 

and concerns are more closely linked to our own 
than we want to imagine. I know you are aware of 

this. I know you love your Lord and His Church 
and its place in Jamestown. And we all know that 

in this troubled world our work as Christians is 
cut out for us. The flood of immigrants rushing 

off boats to come to America dried up long ago, 
leaving us to grow and build the Church of Christ 

the old-fashioned way: by preaching the Word, 
tending to the sick, feeding the hungry, clothing 

the naked, comforting the dying and bereaved, all 
through the power of the Holy Spirit leading and 

guiding us. 
  

What this means, my friends, is that we 
can’t go back to the way things used to be. We 

can’t. In the past, it was expected that everyone 
would dutifully attend church, that shops would 

be closed on Sunday and that kids and families 
would never think of running off somewhere to 

play a soccer game on the Sabbath. Today, we 
can no longer expect the world to step up and do 

the work of the church for us. I know that some 
folks bemoan this fact and declare that this must 

be a sign that the world is coming to an end. But I 
say that this is God’s call to us to learn to be 

Christian again. This is our challenge to live as 
the people of God, not shirking our responsibility 

or blaming and passing it off to others. Indeed, 
the saying is true: “We are to be God’s people 

today, tomorrow, and forever.” The Lord is 
moving us into the future with the promise to be 

with us always.  

 
Boldly clinging to this promise, I look 

forward to the days and years ahead with you. I 
look ahead to serving the people of this 

community whose lives are connected to our own. 
We will have hard work to do. Nothing will be 

perfect and we will find that our plans must give 
way to what God has in store for us.  We will 

have our moments of joy and celebration. We will 
have our disagreements and defeats as well.  And 

through it all, God will be teaching us, opening 
our hearts and minds to see His hand in all things 

and hear his voice speak the Word of loving 
forgiveness. It will all happen by the grace of 

God, together, as one people, as First Lutheran 
Church, Jamestown, New York. 

 
Pastor Swanson 
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We extend a sincere thank you to the following 

people: 

 

 

Memorial Fund 

In Memory of Carol A. Winterburn by:  

 Charlene & Frederick Peterson 

 Carole & Tom Gill 

 Thursday Women’s Bible Study Group` 

   

 

Memorial Fund – Drive Thru 

Donation by: 

 DeAnne & Frank Gozdalski 

 

 

Memorial Fund – Library 

In Memory of Caden J. Costlow by: 

 Barbara Keefe 

 

 

Memorial Fund 

In Memory of Edith M. Landquist by: 

 Mary & Robert Whitehead 

 

 

 

 

 
July, 2022 

 

• For the good of the council: Wendy 

Larson and Pastor Dan Rumfelt 
recommended the Upstate Update 
from the NY State Synod as an 

excellent resource for information 
regarding the synod’s support for its 
members and those in need. Captain 
David Bentley’s funeral on July 15 
was a wonderful service. The article 

on Some Other Place in the Post 
Journal has generated several phone 
calls from individuals interested in 
either shopping or donating.  Wendy 
and Fred Larson have donated 
holiday decorations from Some Other 
Place to Goodwill in Warren.  

 

• Pastor’s report: Pastor Dan thanked 
everyone—staff, committee 
members, and volunteers-- involved 
in the Bentley funeral. It was a 
beautiful service; feedback was very 
positive from all involved, including 

the family and the sheriff’s 
department. There will be a funeral 
service for Harold Johnson on 
Saturday, July 23, at 11:00 am in the 
nave.  

 

• Worship and music: Jane Young 

reported that the highlight of last 
week’s meeting was a discussion of 
worship times and possible changes. 
Paul Johnson and Pastor Dan have 
both discussed this with Pastor Mark. 
Pastor Mark is looking towards 
involving a congregational process to 

ensure a good outcome if worship 
times are to be changed. This will 
take time since it is important to 
meet the needs of the Sunday School 
as well as the needs of those who 
attend both worship services. Pastor 
Dan Rumfelt’s last day will be July 31; 
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he will be honored with a reception 
between services (at 9:45 am). Pastor 
Mark Swanson’s first day will be on 
August 1.  

 

• Property: Paul Johnson reported that 
the house at 10 Elk Street is vacant 
and may be up for auction. The 
property committee has examined 
the house and determined that it is 

very close to some of First Lutheran’s 
stained glass windows. A fire at the 
property could easily spread to the 
church and cause tremendous 
damage. After a discussion, the 
council approved the following 
motion from the property 
committee: “The Property Committee 
requests the Council of First Lutheran 

Church adopt a resolution to make all 
reasonable effort to obtain 
ownership of any property, adjacent 
to First Lutheran, that becomes 
available for sale and/or auction.” 

 

• Reconnect: The council discussed 

ideas for another Reconnect activity 
in the fall, possibly connected with 
Rally Day or maybe in early to mid-
October. The Vikings or the 
Lakewood Rod and Gun might have 
facilities for another dinner, or 
perhaps First Breakfast would be a 

possibility. The council agreed that it 
is important to contact the 40+ 
people who were attending worship 
prior to Covid but have not yet 
returned. Brigetta suggested personal 
phone calls; several council members 
agreed to help.  

• Ushers: Brigetta Overcash has two 
more volunteers. Heather Allport-

Cohoon has been very helpful in 
welcoming people to worship and 
visiting with them after church.  

 

• Sunday School: Carey Skelton has 

scheduled a Christian Ed committee 
meeting for July 27 at 6:30 pm. 

 

• Treasurer: Jane Young reported that 
it will soon be budget time. She 
advised committee chairmen to be 

“gentle” in what they request for 
next year. The council discussed the 
need to create a line in the budget 
for the property committee for 
“acquiring properties.” Bell choir also 
needs a line in the budget.  
 

• Old business: Mike Laurin met with 

First Lutheran’s attorney, John 
LaMancuso, last Thursday. John is still 
waiting for a response from the 
Jamestown Public Schools’ attorneys 
regarding the contract for the sale of 

the parking lot. Because of this delay, 
the council approved a motion to 
postpone the congregational vote 
scheduled for July 31 until we have 
received and examined the contract 
from the school district’s attorneys. 
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
 

Once again our Mitten Lady, Jessie 

Bloomquist, has gifted us with over 60 pair 

of mittens for distribution this winter! 

For many years we have been the recipients 

of 60 pair of mittens each winter for our 

neighborhood children. 

 

This year the mittens arrived early because 

she and her husband are preparing to move 

to Florida to be closer to family. 

 

When asked what she would do in Florida 

since there would be no need for mittens she 

said that she already knew of a knitting 

ministry in Florida for babies!   

 

We cannot begin to express our gratitude for 

such a labor of love, for the time and talent, 

in addition to the materials, she has given 

over these many years. 

 

We pray God’s blessing on her and her 

husband as they travel south! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The deadline for articles for the September 

2022, First Edition newsletter is Monday, 

August 15th.   Please have all information 

into the church office by that date.  Thank 

you. 

 

 

 

 
PARISH RECORD 

Baptism on 6/26/2022 for: 

Hudson Gabriel Treni Santer 

 

Funeral for Ruth Marie Rulifson on 7/9/2022 

who passed away on 3/20/2022 

 

Funeral for Captain David W. Bentley on 

7/15/2022 who passed away on 7/9/2022 

  

Funeral for Harold V. “Junie” Johnson Jr. 

on 7/23/2022 who passed away on 7/16/2022 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations Graduate 

 

Peter John Macris grandson of Terry 

and Kathy Horner graduated from 

Staples High School in Westport, CT.  

He will be attending Alfred University 

this Fall.
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FIRST EDITION 

NOTES FROM THE LOFT 

AUGUST, 2022 
Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music 

and Organist 

 

I hope that everyone is having a relaxing and enjoyable summer.  In August, we look forward to 

the arrival of our new Pastor, Rev. Mark E. Swanson and his wife, the Rev. Laura A. Csellak!   

May God bless us all as we start a new chapter in the life and work here at our beloved First 

Lutheran Church, Jamestown! 

 

Below is a list of Liturgists, Lectors, and Hymn Cantors for the month of August through 

September 4th which completes our summer Sunday schedule.  Please contact me if there is a 

conflict and I will find the alternate persons to fill-in.   

 
LITURGIST               LECTOR  SOLOIST /HYMN CANTOR 

8-7   Peter Larson  Brenda Ecklund Marika Koch 

8-14 Beth Johnson  Ellen Ditonto  Brenda Ecklund 

8-21 Brenda Ecklund Martha Paulson Peter Larson 

8-21 Frank Gozdalski Paul R. Johnson Julie Costantini 

9-4 Heather Allport-Calhoon  Lynn Novo  Good News Ringers/Marika Koch   

  

Last month I started giving excerpts from “A History of First Lutheran Church” by church 

member, Daniel L. Carlson.  I mentioned that in 1853, the Rev. Dr. T.N. Hasselquist celebrated 

a Lutheran service in the Presbyterian Church prior to First Lutheran being officially organized.  

It was through the efforts of Dr. Hasselquist, that a call to the Rev. Jonas Swensson was made to 

serve two churches.  (By the way, the Rev. Jonas Swenson was the father of John S. Swensson 
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and Rev. Dr. Carl Swensson, founder and first president of Bethany College in Lindsborg, 

Kansas.)   

 

Rev. Jonas Swensson, our first pastor arrived here in Jamestown on July 9, 1856, and on July 

26th a meeting of interested Swedes from Western Pennsylvania and the Jamestown area was 

held by Pastor Swensson.  As a result of this meeting, the three churches of Jamestown, 

Wrightsville, and Chandlers Valley were organized.  First Lutheran was then known as “The 

Lutheran Church” and services were held in private homes and at the Jamestown Academy, (the 

old Jamestown High School building), and later in an old schoolhouse in Piousville in the area 

of Willard, Winsor and Harrison Streets.  Pastor Swensson rotated Sunday Services between the 

three churches until 1859. 

 

In 1859 a young theological student by the name of John Pehrson was appointed to serve these 

churches.  After his ordination at Clinton, Wisconsin in 1860 (the same year that the Augustana 

Synod was organized), Rev. John Pehrson returned and served as our second pastor for a period 

of two years.  In July 1863, Carl O. Hultgren, a student at Augustana College came to Jamestown 

to teach Sunday School and to occupy the pulpit.  After his ordination in 1864. He officially  

became pastor and served until September 18, 1895 for a period of 32 years.  The membership 

in 1864 was 63 communicants but after the Civil War, the immigrants from Sweden started to 

arrive in Jamestown so that the membership increased to 1113 by 1873! 

 

Pastor Hultgren was the only Swedish Lutheran minister in Western Pennsylvania and the 

Jamestown area.  Up to 1871, Pastor Hultgren served both the Chandlers Valley and Jamestown 

Churches, but due to the increased membership, it was decided to dissolve the relationship of 

these churches and Pastor Hultgren devoted his entire time to First Lutheran Church of 

Jamestown, New York. 

 

In 1864, land was purchased at the southeast corner of Chandler and Center Streets for $800.00 

and a wooden church was built in 1866 at the cost of approximately $5000.00.  The size of the 

building was 60 feet long, 38 feet wide and 18 feet in height with a high steeple situated in the 

center front of the building.   The choir loft was in the balcony  located  in  the  rear of the church. 

We will continue next month with more interesting details about the early years of First Lutheran 

Church and events that happened in the old wooden church structure. 

 

Blessings ~ Brian 
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  August, 2022 
First Lutheran Church  

Contemporary Worship 
 

Kimberly King 
Worship Leader & Coordinator of Contemporary Worship 

Sacred Fire – Praise Team 
 

Hello, 
 
Here’s hoping your summer is going well, enjoying the outdoors and the beauty of God’s 
earth.   
 
An August reflection:  SING PRAISES!   CLAP YOUR HANDS IN JOYFUL SONG! 
 
Have you ever felt like shouting for joy?  Below are a few scriptures from Psalms to 
encourage you to sing out, clap your hands and praise the Lord! 

 
Psalm 47: 1 (NIV) Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. 

Psalm 47: 6 (NIV) Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing 
praises. 

Psalm 47:7 (NIV) For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. 

Psalms 95:1 (NIV) Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock 
of our salvation.   

Psalm 98:4 (NIV)  Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with 
music; 

Psalm 96: 1 (NIV) Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

• Psalms 96:2 (NIV) Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after 
day.    

• I hope these scriptures have inspired you to sing out and shout for joy!! 

 
 
 

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/psa.95.1
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/psa.96.2
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CONTEMPORARY SERVICES----ALL ARE WELCOME ☺ 
Contemporary Worship Service each Sunday at 9:00am in our Worship Center in the lower 
level of the church.  The service lasts about 40 minutes.  The first Sunday of each month we 
celebrate Holy Communion with “health precautions”.  Nursery care is available.  
 
A GREAT Outreach Ministry - The service is videotaped each week and posted on 
Facebook, Vimeo and on our church website. (flcjny.org) You have access to our current and 
past Contemporary Services on both our church Facebook page, Sacred Fire’s page and on 
Vimeo.com.  On Vimeo, search First Lutheran Contemporary Service and Sunday’s date.  
For example, First Lutheran Contemporary Service 7.17.2022.  Don’t forget to share these 
services with your friends and family!!   
 
You can continue to listen to contemporary music and inspiring messages everyday on FM 
radio channel 90.9 Family Life Network or online at fln.org.  Also, on Sirius XM radio, “The 
Message” on channel 63.  
   
If you are looking for a devotional type inspiration, check out www.youversion.com 

Great site!  They have an “App” too. 
 
Enjoy the beauty of the summer season and take time with God.   
 
Remember that God is ALWAYS with us!!   
As God continues to shine Love and Blessings on you! .... Remember to share God’s 
Love and Grace with others!! 
 
Take Care and Be Safe!! 
God’s Blessings to you all! 
From All of Sacred Fire and  
Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship  
 

 
 
 

http://www.youversion.com/
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Mailing Address:  

LCDR Andy "SMEDIUM" Carlson 

1116 Treefern Drive 

Virginia Beach, VA  23451 

 

MASR Scott D. Johnson 

8318 O’Connor Cres 

Norfolk, VA  23503-2716 

 

CAPT Eric Spitzer 

850 Ticonderoga St., Ste. 100 

JBPHH, HI 96860-5102 

 

 

Attendance for July 

 

 

July                  1st Sunday                2nd Sunday 

 

2021                        73                                77 
2022                        91                                68 

 

                          3rd Sunday                 4th Sunday 
 

2021                        70                                 91 

2022                        88           81 
 

 

 

On-Line Views of Worship Video 

 

 

Date     Contemporary & 

Traditional 

Total 

6/12/2022  155 

6/19/2022   119 

6/26/2022  126 

7/3/2022  96 

   

 
 

 

Income & Expenses through June, 2022 

 

Month Income Expense    Total 

    

January *58,580 25,039 33,541 

February 29,314 25,756 3,558 

March 17,367 29,555 -12,188 

April *56,669       24,878 31,791 

May 15,753 27,081 -11,328 

June **-33,316 25,156 -8,160 

July    

August    

September    

October    

November    

December    

Total 

144,367 157,465 

 

37,214 

 

    

* 40,000 from Endowment 

** Transfer to Short Term Account QCI 

 

Thank you to all who are mailing their offering! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=6&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,ea&page=5&ipp=50
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SCRIPTURE READINGS IN AUGUST 

 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 7th  

Genesis 15:1-6 

Psalm 33:12-22 

Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 

 

 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 14th      

Jeremiah 23:23-29 
Psalm 82 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:49-56 
 

 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

August 21st  

  Isaiah 58:9b-14 

Psalm 103:1-8 

Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 

 

 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 28th  

Proverbs 25:6-7 

Psalm 112 
Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16 

Luke 14:1,7-14 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Baptismal 

Anniversaries 
We celebrate with you! 

*indicates birthday when baptism is not known 
 

  August Baptisms: 
01 Makenzie Sletten 

03 Lynn Novo 
 Cynthia Olson 

 Clark Stohl 

03* Karen Peterson 
05 Brenda Ecklund 

 Sandra Elander 

 Wyatt Sorenson 

06 Michaela Gibson 
 Merle Nollinger 

 Aaron Samuelson 

 Tamera Samuelson 
 William Westerberg 

08 Abigail Town 

08* Jeffrey Clauson 
09 Morgan Johnson 

09* Dana Priestman 

10 Jedd Jaroszynski 
11 Mikayla Johnson 

12 Sophia Dixson 

13 Myron Rew 

 Brittany Wright 
14 Linnea Toth 

16 Richard Schwartz 

 Sawyer Whalen 
16* Bethany Peterson 

18 Crew Olson 

18* Katie Finch 
20 Corbin Costantini 

21 Joseph Bednarik 

 Meredith Toth 

22 Weston Main 
 Mary Whitehead 

23 Ciaran Skelton 

25 Caroljean Almquist 
26 Bruce Main 

27 Alexa Gozdalski 
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28 Connor Flores 
29 Patricia Micciche' 

 Donald Sandy 

 Madelynn Thorn 
29* Daniel Overcash 

30 Tucker Leone 

31 Cara Laurin 

 Karen Peru 
 Christian Seekings 

 

 
   

 
 

Prayer Ventures 

August 2022 

 
1 Pray for musicians and worship leaders as they 

develop and broaden their skills and explore 

existing and new worship resources at the Augsburg 
Fortress Summer Music Clinics. 

 

2 Pray that we will look to God’s wisdom as we 

ponder the world, our purpose in life and how we 
might live with one another in global community. 

 

3 Give thanks to God for the ELCA International 
Leadership Development Program, which provides 

financial support for the short- and long-term 

academic training of established and emerging 
leaders in global companion churches and 

institutions. 

 

4 “Now you must get rid of all such things — anger, 
wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from 

your mouth. Do not lie to one another” (Colossians 

3:8-9a). Give thanks that, through our baptism and 
the ceaseless work of the Spirit, we are being 

transformed in every way to reflect the image of 

God in which we were created. 
 

5 Pray for the leadership, wisdom and well-being of 
our presiding bishop, Elizabeth A. Eaton, as we and 

our siblings in Christ try to unify this church in a 

world of ever-evolving complexity, conflict and 
division.  

 

6 Give thanks for the chance to combat hunger 

around the world through ELCA World Hunger’s 
Global Farm Challenge, and for the generous 

donors matching our gifts to reach the fundraising 

goal of $525,000. 
 

7 Praise God that we find our true treasure in God’s 

love and mercy given through Jesus Christ, a 
relationship that endures for all eternity. 

 

8 Pray for voting members, leaders, guests and staff 

of the churchwide organization participating in the 
ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Columbus, Ohio. 

Ask the Spirit to guide and inspire their decision-

making and spiritual discernment together on behalf 
of the entire church and to strengthen and unify 

them for doing God’s work in the world. 

 
9 International Day of the World’s Indigenous 

Peoples  There are over 476 million Indigenous 

people living in 90 countries around the world. 
They have unique languages, traditions, cultures, 

knowledge systems, worldviews and systems for 

governing themselves. Pray that we will value them 

as children of God; respect their rights, freedoms, 
dignity and lands; and ensure their right to 

participate fully in political and economic activities. 

With repentant hearts, ask God’s forgiveness for our 
harmful and unjust actions and policies throughout 

history, for taking what was not ours, and for 

forcing our own language, culture, religious beliefs, 
worldview and authority upon Indigenous peoples. 

Pray that we will work to rectify injustices and 

inequities, develop new relationships of trust and 

respect, and do the work necessary for 
reconciliation and healing. 

 

10 Ask the Spirit to bolster us in praying for 
worldwide peace and reconciliation and in 

supporting people, ministries and organizations 

committed to making peace, providing relief, 
bearing hope and defending the vulnerable.  
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11 Pray that God will equip, inspire and sustain new 
synod bishops for serving in diverse contexts across 

the ELCA, and pray that they will find support, care 

and encouragement for their ministry and personal 
lives.  

 

12 International Youth Day  Give thanks for the 

gifts, wisdom and perspectives of youth around the 
world, and remember in prayer young people who 

live in areas of war and conflict, suffer poverty and 

hunger, long for educational opportunities, provide 
care for their siblings and parents, and live in hope 

for a better future. 

 
13 Remember in prayer and give thanks for nurses, 

who use their gifts and skills in global mission, 

responding to disasters and serving their 

communities. Pray for the Evangelical Lutheran 
Parish Nurse Association and its work supporting 

and equipping parish nurses, helping congregations 

develop new health ministries and encouraging 
people to pursue nursing as a vocation. 

  

14 Followers of Christ can suffer criticism and 
opposition. Ask God for courage, boldness and 

patience to share the gospel and serve our neighbors 

in need; pray that, when people oppose or criticize 
us, the Spirit will give us the confidence to respond 

with respect, love and humility. 

 

15 Give thanks to God that, following a two-year 
pause due to COVID-19, Young Adults in Global 

Mission will send 25 new volunteers into the world 

to serve alongside our global companions and 
churches.  

 

16 Ask God to help us discern between those who 
speak and teach God’s word faithfully and those 

who deceive others by preaching and prophesying 

for personal gain, recognition or power. 

 
17 Give thanks for the chance to enjoy the awe and 

beauty of God’s creation in wilderness areas and 

city, state and national parks. Pray that, working 
together, we will make these treasures more 

accessible to people of all ages, abilities and 

economic circumstances. 
 

18 Remember and give thanks for people now and 

throughout history who have inspired and 

strengthened our faith, helped us to understand 
God’s word and ways, encouraged our service and 

witness in the world, and influenced our lives and 

actions through their fearless pursuit of justice and 
healing for all people. 

 

19 Give thanks for the gifts, leadership, service and 

generosity of the laity of our church, who respond 
to God’s call to serve our communities of faith, our 

society and our world. 

 
20 Pray for companions and care providers who 

help people deal with illness, disability or the 

demands of aging. Ask that they will find the 
spiritual, physical and emotional strength necessary 

for their work, and that they will be renewed by 

rest, sabbath, self-care and the support they receive 

from others. 
 

21 Ask God for forgiveness when, intentionally or 

not, we have discouraged total inclusion and 
involvement of all people in the church or society. 

Pray for an open mind and a willingness to listen to 

the stories and needs of those who are excluded or 
feel unwelcome; ask the Spirit to unite us in 

changing our practices, traditions, facilities and 

institutions to remove all barriers and deterrents to 
full inclusion and participation.  

 

22 Pray for the young people gathering from a 

variety of backgrounds, churches and geographic 
regions for the World Council of Churches 

Stewards Program assembly in Germany. Ask God 

to bless their time together, nurture ecumenical 
unity and understanding, and inspire them to bring 

their experiences and ecumenical enthusiasm back 

home to their local contexts. 
 

23 Give thanks for the ministry of the Christian 

Education Network of the ELCA, which supports 

and encourages professional and volunteer leaders 
who advance lifelong faith-formation ministries 

through congregations and partner organizations. 

 
24 Express awe, reverence and thanks for the new 

covenant God has made with humanity and sealed 

in Jesus Christ, an enduring covenant of 
unconditional love, forgiveness and restoration of 

our relationship with God.  
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25 Pray for students beginning the new school year, 
especially those feeling uncertain, hesitant, insecure 

or fearful. Ask the Spirit for opportunities to care 

for students with tutoring, mentoring, counseling, 
family support and safe programs before and after 

school.  

 

26 “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love” (Psalm 

103:8). Bless the Lord and give thanks! 

 

27 The end of summer is a time of transition for 

many people in seasonal jobs. Pray that they will be 

appreciated for their skills and service, find 
employment and housing, have consistent and 

affordable access to insurance and health care, and 

be welcomed and supported by communities and 

congregations wherever they go. 
 

28 Pray that we might not rate ourselves above 

others because of their life circumstances, race, 
ability, appearance, education, income, religion, 

social status or political affiliation. Ask the Spirit to 

fill us with respect, thoughtfulness and compassion 
for our neighbor, no matter who they are. 

 

29 Remember in prayer teachers, classroom 
assistants, student teachers, counselors, coaches, 

school staff and school administrators. Ask the 

Spirit to sustain their enthusiasm and inspire their 

wisdom, creativity, patience and concern for 
students and their parents. 

 

30 Paul’s instructions to the Hebrews couldn’t be 
more timely: “Let mutual love continue. Do not 

neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 

doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it” (Hebrews 13:1-2). Pray that we will 

turn to Scripture and the wisdom shared by our 

communities of faith for guidance on how to live 

and serve our neighbors in these times of deep 
division and conflict. 

 

31 Pray that the fall programs and community 
ministries of our congregations will flourish, 

welcome guests, inspire faith, spread the gospel, 

respond to our neighbors’ needs and equip people 
for doing God’s work in the world. 

 

 

 
CHRIST IN OUR HOME 

 

Devotional Booklets 

July, August, September 

 

Now Available in the Church Office and 

also in  

the Little Library 

Call ahead to the church office to make sure 

a copy is available. 

716-664-4601 

 

 

 

WANTED: Usher/Greeters 

 

New teams of second service ushers 

are being formed.  Couples or 

individuals are urged to volunteer for 

this simple way to use your time and 

talents to honor God and serve First. 

 

Contact Liz in the church office, 

716.664.4601, or Brigetta Overcash at 

716.640.5077. 

 

Thank You! 
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The Gift of the Spirit: 

A Divine Wild Goose Chase 

 

When we think of the Holy Spirit, the most likely image – a dove – 

comes to mind. But what about a wild goose? Not so much. 

Yet, if we consider more closely the symbolism used to 

describe the Holy Spirit – wind, fire, breath of God, 

unpredictable – a wild goose might indeed be a better image for the 

Holy Spirit than a peaceful dove. 

 

 The Women’s Thursday Bible Study seeks to discover how the Holy Spirit and the 

wild goose have much in common. We’ll track the Spirit through scripture to see 

where the Spirit might be leading us on our Christian journey, examine who the 

Spirit is and to whom the Spirit is given, follow the tracks of the Spirit – the Breath 

of God – to see how the Spirit is giving us life, and finally, explore the Spirit as the 

Wind of God that moves and guides us. 

 

Sound intriguing? Then join the three-session wild goose chase, (September – 

November), beginning Thursday, September 15th at 1:30 PM in the Fellowship 

Room. 

 

NOTE:  

ALL SESSIONS – THE THIRD THURSDAY 

 

 

For more information, contact Lois Rumfelt (664-4409 or rumfelt@stny.rr.com) 
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WORSHIP AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

9:00 am Contemporary Worship Service 

Contemporary Worship Center 

 

10:30 am Traditional Worship Service  

Main Sanctuary 

 
Welcome 

We welcome in the name of Jesus all who worship at First.  It is our hope and prayer that you 

encounter God’s gracious presence through this worship experience.  If you want to know more 

about Jesus, please talk to anyone leading worship.  If you want to know more about First Lutheran 

Church, our mission, and ministries, please visit the Welcome Table in the back. 

 

Attendance Cards 

Even though COVID 19 has been declining, and we’ve been able to relax some restrictions, please 

continue to complete an attendance card and leave it in the pew where you’re seated.  This will help 

us track and contact individuals if needed.  In addition, it will also help us reconnect as a 

congregation.  Thank you. 

 

Masks and Social Distancing 

Masks are no longer required.  We do ask that worshipers continue safe practices, such as 

distancing, non-contact greetings and frequent hand washing to protect the vulnerable.  If you or 

anyone in your home is ill, please remain home and follow CDC guidelines as appropriate. 

 

Additional Precautions 

Holy Communion will be served at the head of the aisle with individual wafers and disposable 

communion cups. Singing is permitted while continuing to social distance. Those who are 

leading worship, spoken and in song, will maintain extended distances from the congregation.  

You may place your offering in the box at the entrance of the sanctuary. We will share the 

peace in word without physical contact. We continue to observe precautions recommended by 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and by directives from the State of New York.  

We appreciate your patience and cooperation! 
 

• We will video record both worship services and post the recordings online through: Vimeo, 

YouTube, Facebook and the First Lutheran website: flcjny.org 

 

We will adjust our practices as health concerns evolve. 

 

We will celebrate Jesus Christ, risen from the grave! 

 

We understand that some of our church family will refrain from attending worship due to health 

concerns.  This is a personal choice and we support all our family in this decision-making process.
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