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Do you have Questions? Or Feedback? A Suggestion?
Contact a Congregation Council Member listed below.
Gail Espinoza, Michael Laurin, Karen Linn, Sandy Hatfield, Michael Dearman, Paul R. Johnson, Randy
Elf, Wendy Larson, Elaine Rissel, Brigetta Overcash, Carey Skelton, and Jane Young

First Lutheran Staff

Daniel S. Rumfelt, Pastoral Leader in Transition
Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music
Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship
Liz Lobb, Office Manager
Mike Thompson, Sexton

April 10th Sunday of the Passion
Palm Sunday
9:00 AM Contemporary Service
11:00 AM Traditional Service
April 14th Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion
7:00 PM in the Nave
April 17th Resurrection of Our Lord
Easter Day
Holy Communion
9:00 AM Contemporary Service
11:00 AM Traditional Service
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and concerns remain the same. But we are equipped
by the same loving God who has blessed us richly
with all the tools needed to do God’s work. Indeed,
I am eager to join with you in the exciting ministries
already going on at First, as well as exploring new
opportunities to serve and grow our congregation.
Even during these times of pandemic and great
challenge, there is much for which we can give
thanks and be hopeful about, most especially that
our Lord goes with us always.
To give you a little more about my
background: my wife is the chaplain at Lutheran.
She has a funny Slovenian name that is hard to
pronounce without some practice, so she goes by
“Pastor Laura.” We have two adult sons. Stefan is
the oldest, single, and lives on Lovall Avenue in
Jamestown. He works for Wal-Mart in Lakewood.
Our younger son, Luke, is married and is preparing
to be ordained as a Lutheran pastor. He and his
wife, Laura (also a pastor), live in Roanoke,
Virginia.

Dear People of First:

As you can see from the attached photo, we
have a dog, a yellow Labrador Retriever. Her name
is Bailey and she is our faithful companion, as well
as friend of everyone she meets, especially children.
She loves running around our four-acre property,
where she keeps Pastor Laura company as they
await my permanent return to Jamestown. In the
meantime, I am finishing an interim ministry call
with a congregation in Clay, New York, outside of
Syracuse. After fulfilling my interim
responsibilities, I will begin my call at First
Lutheran at the beginning of August.

It is with great joy that I write to accept the
Call to be your Pastor. I give thanks to the Holy
Spirit in bringing me to First Church. I am also
deeply grateful for your generosity and hospitality
on the weekend of March 6, when you welcomed
me and my wife, Pastor Laura Csellak, to the
reception on Saturday night, followed by two
worship services on Sunday morning. It was truly a
homecoming event.

There is much to look forward to, much to
plan, and much to give thanks for. We are the
Church, the Body of Christ, called to serve in good
times and in bad, in triumph as well as failure, in
joy and in sorrow, in life and in death…and in
celebration that God raises us to new life in His
name. I rejoice that the Holy Spirit has brought me
back home to Jamestown to share this ministry of
service with you.

There is so much we can do to proclaim the
Good News of Christ in Jamestown. First has a long
and glorious history of serving our community. And
while the times have changed, many of the cares

Peace and blessings to all,
Pastor Mark Swanson
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We extend a sincere thank you to the following
people:
Memorial Fund
Donation by:
Robert Lake
Memorial Fund – Drive Thru
In Memory of Robert L. Bragg by:
Sandi & Brian Bogey
Martha Paulson & Lamont Wager
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•

•

March, 2022
Special guest Brenda Ecklund gave a short
presentation on the infrastructure of First
Lutheran Church, focusing on the standing
and auxiliary committees and their structure
and functions.
Worship and Music--On Palm Sunday (April
10), the altar society will provide palm fronds
and palm crosses for the congregation. There
will be a Maundy Thursday service at 7 pm
in the nave on April 14. On Easter (April 17),
there will be 2 worship services at the regular
times (9 and 11). Since COVID restrictions
have been lifted, we will return to a more

traditional celebration of Holy Communion
with the use of communion wafers and wine
in individual disposable glasses.
Property--The sale of the parking lot to the
Jamestown Public School district is on track
with final details of the contract being
worked out. A congregational vote is not
needed until the contract is finalized. The
dishwasher and garbage disposal in the
kitchen both need to be replaced. The council
authorized the property committee to move
forward with these purchases using funds
from the property budget.
Pastor’s report--Nursery supervision during
worship services will resume with a paid
nursery attendant caring for the children.
Council approved the reception of 4 new
members (by transfer) to take place during
worship on April 3. The Synod Assembly
will take place on June 5-7 with Paul Johnson
and Lynn Novo attending as First Lutheran
delegates. Pastor also encouraged council
members to read the Upstate Update
available on the synod website; and he
encouraged donations to Lutheran World
Relief for emergency assistance in Ukraine.
Treasurer’s report--The community store’s
name has been officially changed to Some
Other Place on accounts, reimbursement
forms, etc. Liz Lobb has completed financial
history reports which have been sent to
council members.

Old Business
• Re-connect with Christ--Paul Johnson
presented a report of the committee’s work so
far. The Re-Connect Dinner will take place
from 3 to 7 pm on Saturday, April 23, at
LCLC. Pastor Mark Swanson will be
attending; there will be hors d’oeuvres and
wine with social activities and entertainment
followed by a celebratory dinner provided by
First Lutheran and catered by Sandee’s
Catering. Invitations will be sent by mail and
email. Sunday coffee hours will resume on
April 3, beginning at 9:45 am (after the 9:00
4
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service ends).
Library--The library remodeling project will
be postponed until after Pastor Mark arrives
in order to give him and other interested
individuals the opportunity to help discern
our direction going forward.
Nursery--Beepers (similar to those used in
restaurants) can be purchased from the
Christian Ed budget; this would enable
communication between the nursery
supervisor and parents attending worship.

NEWS FROM THE FAMILY
LIBRARY

HAPPY SPRING!
When Fred and I recently returned to
Jamestown after being away for six weeks,
we were so happy to see our family and
friends and, of course, our dogs. The
experience brought me back to a little book
that I have had for a while (a copy is also on
the church library shelf) entitled GoD and
DoG by Wendy Francisco. The book
contains the words of a song written by her.
The video of the song is on YouTube.
Please take a few minutes to watch it but
here are the words of the song:

New Business
• The installation of Pastor Mark Swanson is
being planned for Saturday afternoon,
September 17, with more details to follow.

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
MARCH 6, 2022
Pastoral candidate Mark Swanson preached at both
the 9:00 and 11:00 services at First Lutheran
Church on Sunday, March 6, 2022. A
Congregational Meeting followed each service to
determine by congregational vote whether to call
Pastor Mark as the new pastor of First Lutheran.
The vote resulted in an overwhelming affirmation
for Pastor Mark to become our new pastor.

I look up and I see GoD
I look down and see my DoG
Simple spelling…G O D
Same word backwards, D O G
They would stay with me all day.
I’m the one who walks away.
But both of them just wait for me…
And dance at my return with glee.
Both love me…No matter what.
Divine God…and canine mutt
I take it hard each time I fail.
But GoD forgives, DoG wags his tail
GoD thought up and made the DoG
DoG reflects a part of GoD
I’ve seen Love from both sides now
It’s Everywhere… Amen Bow Wow
I look up and I see GoD
I look down and see my DoG
And in my human frailty
I can’t match their love for me

The results of the congregational vote were as
follows:
Voting Members attending: 103
Number of votes cast: 100
Results: Yes - 95, No - 3, Abstain - 0; Invalid - 2
The results of the vote were announced to the
congregation, followed by a standing ovation as
Pastor Mark was introduced as the newly called
pastor of First Lutheran Church. He accepted the
call with thanks and prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Gail Espinoza
First Lutheran Church Council secretary
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WHAT’S NEW ON THE LIBRARY
SHELVES?

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“The one who plants trees,
knowing that he will never
sit in their shade, has at least
started to
understand the meaning of life.”

Books
The Librarian of Auschwitz by Antonio
Iturbe
Between Two Kingdoms A Memoir of a Life
Interrupted by Suleika Jaouad
Nerves of Steel: How I Followed My
Dreams, Earned My Wings, and Faced My
Greatest Challenge by Captain Tammie Jo
Shults

Rabindranath Tagore
Poet, painter, writer, social reformer
1861-1941
A persuasive advocate for Indian
independence, he did not live to see
the 1947 milestone achieved.
Tagore spent his life benefiting future
generations.
No legacy is more worthwhile than
bettering the world for others.
Let us at First Lutheran Church try
to live by that credo.

Books for children
Berenstain Bears Gifts of the Spirit – Family
and Love by Mike Berenstain
Bare Tree and Little Wind: A Story for Holy
Week by Mitali Perkins
There’s No Wrong Way To Pray by Rebecca
Ninke
You Are So Wonderful by Jacqueline J.
Lewis

The Family Library is open Sunday
mornings and by special request.
Suggestions, comments, contributions and
appropriate donations are always
appreciated. For more information or to
volunteer contact Wendy Larson at 716-3978819 or by email at
wendy.j.larson@gmail.com or stop by the
library.

Videos
Clifford The Big Red Dog
Encanto
Mass
American Underdog
The Black Church – This is our story. This
is our song. (PBS)
Mass Appeal
Nine Days

Doing any spring cleaning? Please
take a look to see if you have any library
items that need to be returned. Thank you.
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Synod Mission Message

The deadline for articles for the May 2022,
First Edition newsletter is Friday, April 15th.
Please have all information into the church
office by that date. Thank you.

RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS
Yaatulo and Mariata grow bananas on a half-acre in
Indonesia. With only one harvest per year, their
income is very limited, and cannot support their
family. Then Yaatulo heard about a community
program supported by ELCA World Hunger that
allowed him to borrow enough money to buy chili
seeds. Over the next two months, Yaatulo and
Mariata cleared the land and planted 1000 chili
bushes.

Confirmation Class Schedule for
April via Zoom
Sunday, April 3rd
Sunday, April 24th

Chilis are harvested multiple times a year, and grow
quickly, giving farmers more opportunity to sell at
the market. Yaatulo and Mariata have doubled their
income! He is paying back the loan, and looking
forward to being able to afford good education for
the two children. He is an inspiration for others in
the community, and has offered his experience to
those looking to start their own farms.
The ELCA accompanies our neighbors like Yaatulo
and Mariata around the world as they work to end
hunger and poverty. Thanks to gifts to ELCA World
Hunger, farmers have improved access to the tools,
training, livestock, seeds and more that will help
their families increase farm production and have
more to eat and to sell on the market. Your
congregation’s mission support helps finance these
goals. Thank you!

CHRIST IN OUR HOME
Devotional Booklets
April, May, and June
Now Available in the Church Office and also in
the Little Library
Call ahead to the church office to make sure a copy
is available.
716-664-4601

We are church together for the sake of the world.
God’s Work. Our Hands.

PARISH RECORD

Nothing to report for last month
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NOTES FROM THE LOFT
APRIL 2022
Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music
and Organist
Easter will be celebrated on Sunday, April 17th with the Contemporary Service at 9 a.m. in
the Worship Center located in the lower level of the church, and the Festive Traditional
Worship Service that will take place at 11 a.m. in the church nave. We will also have a
Special Musical Prelude that will precede our Traditional Worship service beginning at
10:30 a.m. Let us celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection on this glad Easter Day!
A reminder to the choir that we will have our monthly midweek rehearse on the first
Wednesday, April 7th at 6:00 p.m. in the Choir Room # 9. The choir will also sign for the
Maundy Thursday service April 14th at 7 p.m. We will rehearse at 6 p.m. prior to the
service. Please note our new rehearsal time at 6 p.m. from now on. We have a lot of work ahead
of us as we prepare music for Holy Week and Easter Sunday.
LITURGIST

LECTOR

4-3 Frank Gozdalski
4-10 Beth Johnson
4-17 Peter Larson
4-24 Brenda Ecklund

Ross Blake
Julie Livengood
Fred Larson
Gail Espinoza

HYMN CANTOR
Peter Larson
Julie Costantino
Marika Koch
Beth Johnson

Sunday, March 3rd was a wonderful Sunday for our beloved First Lutheran Church family! We
met for the first time our pastoral candidate, the Rev. Mark E. Swanson, who preached at both
worship services and who was overwhelmingly and enthusiastically voted in as our new pastor
beginning in August of this year! Thanks be to God! What a wonderful sermon he delivered
with his stentorian voice. His warmth, humility, and sincere kindness made us feel like we had
8

already known him for many years. We were also equally delighted to meet his lovely and
talented wife, the Rev. Laura A. Csellak, who also is a Lutheran Pastor and as well as being the
Chaplin at LUTHERAN.
As we met for the first time at the Meet and Greet on Saturday, March 2nd, I noted that Pastor
Mark was a Son of the Congregation at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Jamestown. I relayed to
him that I also got my start as a church organist over at the old Immanuel Lutheran Church. It
was 1963 and I was taking organ lessons from their Organist/Choir Director, R. Richard Corbin.
I ended-up as substitute organist for Richard, playing for my first 5 a.m. Swedish Julotta Service
on Christmas Day, playing for weddings including Don and Sue Sandy’s, and playing at various
recitals and worship services. It was an exciting time in my life and one that I shall always
treasure!
I told Pastor Mark that on Saturdays I would teach the neighborhood children free piano lessons.
I was doing this because my parents couldn’t afford for me to take organ lessons and so Richard
Corbin gave me free organ lessons if I would teach the neighborhood kids piano lessons for free
on Saturdays at the church. There was a big youth movement going on over at Immanuel led by
their church custodians, Rudy and Hannah! They had all kinds of kid activities and youth
programs that were occurring back then and I believe that it was really the beginning of a
magnificent community program called the JOINT NEIBORHOOD PROJECT. It wasn’t called
that yet, but it definitely was the beginning and it was an exciting time for that congregation and
for the entire church community!
All of this made me think about how many Sons and Daughters of the Congregation have we
produced here at First Lutheran. I asked our Church Historian, Marcia Rupp to see what she had
in her voluminous church historical records. She promptly came up with this list of those
servants who have dedicated their lives as pastors and missionaries in the Lutheran Church
throughout these many decades. I will list the names and the dates that they were confirmed here
at First Lutheran.
• Carl Bernhard Sandberg – Conf. in Sweden – family became FLC members when
immigrated
• C William Carlson – Conf. 1901
• Gustave G. A. Carlson – Conf. 1904
• Donald Johnson Kent – Conf. 1933
• Theodore H. E. Johnson – Conf. 1933
• J. Kenneth Soderquist – Conf. 1936
• David Alfred Carlson – 1938
• Merle F. Carlson – Conf. 1939
9
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Charles H. Gustafson – Conf. 1943
G. Duane Johnson – Conf. 1946
John A. Swanson – Conf. 1946
Curtis L. Olson – Conf. 1948
Burton D. Strand – Conf. 1948
Paul R. Nelson – Conf. 1949
Daniel J. Carlson -Conf. 1953
Douglas E. Johnson – Confirmed 1963
Daniel K. Nagle – Bapt. FLC
L. David Almleaf – Conf. 1968
Ned Lindstrom – Conf. 1970
Lee M. Miller II – Bapt. FLC
Jennifer May Kopacz – Conf. 1990
Scott Hannon – Conf. 1997
Shawn Hannon – Conf. 1997
Tara Eastman – Ordained 2016

We are grateful to both Immanuel and First Lutheran for their dedicated ministry and Biblical
training that inspired these wonderful men and women to go out to the rest of the world and
preach the Gospel! Isaiah 52:7 states: “How Beautiful on the mountains are
the feet of those who bring good news of peace and salvation.” Matthew
28:19 instructs us to “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.” May our church continue to be a source of inspiration and be fruitful in spreading
the gospel and proclaiming the Good News to all the world!
JOYFULLY IN HIS SERVICE,
Brian
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April, 2022
First Lutheran Church
Contemporary Worship
Kimberly King
Worship Leader & Coordinator of Contemporary Worship
Sacred Fire – Praise Team
Hello Everyone,
Spring is here and here’s hoping April will bring sunshine and warmer weather!! ☺ Happy Easter!
“Mindful Thoughts on Scriptures”
Focus on Forgiveness and Peace

•

Ephesians 4:32 (NIV) Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.

•

Colossians 3:13 (NIV) Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

•

Philippians 4:7 (NIV) And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

•

1 Peter 5:7 (NIV) Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

•

John 16:33 (NIV) “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.

What brings peace? What is the capacity of forgiveness? What does forgiveness and peace mean
personally to you?
Do we intentionally share forgiveness and peace with others EACH Day? If God has provided
each of us forgiveness and peace, why do we not share these with others EVERY Day?
Also, do we share forgiveness and peace with ourselves EACH Day?
So much to contemplate and prayerfully consider.
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SERVICES
ALL ARE WELCOME ☺
Contemporary Worship Service each Sunday at 9:00am in our Worship Center in the lower level of
the church. The service lasts about 35 minutes. The first Sunday of each month we celebrate Holy
Communion and in addition, Easter Sunday.
Sunday School Our Contemporary Service ends with enough time for you to go to prepare and
participate in Sunday School. Our Sunday School is for ALL ages.

A GREAT Outreach Ministry - The service is videotaped each week and posted on Facebook,
Vimeo and on our church website. (flcjny.org) You have access to our current and past
Contemporary Services on both our church Facebook page, Sacred Fire’s page and on Vimeo.com.
On Vimeo, search First Lutheran Contemporary Service and Sunday’s date. For example, First
Lutheran Contemporary Service 3.6.2022. Don’t forget to share these services with your friends and
family!!
You can continue to listen to contemporary music and inspiring messages everyday on FM radio
channel 90.9 Family Life Network Or online at fln.org. Also, on Sirius XM radio, “The Message” on
channel 63.
If you are looking for a devotional type inspiration, check out www.youversion.com
Great site! They have an “App” too.
Remember that God is ALWAYS with us!!
As God continues to shine Love and Blessings on you! .... Remember to share God’s Love
and Grace with others!!
Take Care and Be Safe!!
God’s Blessings to you all!
From All of Sacred Fire and
Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship

Humanitarian Crisis in Ukraine
The international Lutheran community is actively engaged in humanitarian response to the crisis in Ukraine.
Our donations through Lutheran World Relief will immediately help bring aid to the women and children
living under and fleeing this nightmare. Log on to LWR.ORG to find out more.
Thanks, Pastor Dan
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Income & Expenses through February, 2022
Month

Mailing Address:
LCDR Andy "SMEDIUM" Carlson
VFA 211, Unit 200204, Box 4
FPO AE 09502

Income

Expense

Total

January

*58,580

25,039

33,541

February

29,314

25,756

3,558

87,894

50,795

37,099

March
April
May

MASR Scott D. Johnson
8318 O’Connor Cres
Norfolk, VA 23503-2716

June

CAPT Eric Spitzer
850 Ticonderoga St., Ste. 100
JBPHH, HI 96860-5102

August

July

September
October

Attendance for March

November
March

1st Sunday

2021
2022

71
136
rd

2021
2022

2nd Sunday

December
Total

73
72
th

3 Sunday

4 Sunday

78
91

113
62
* 40,000 from Endowment
Thank you to all who are mailing their offering!

On-Line Views of Worship Video

Date

Contemporary & Total
Traditional
2/20/22
136
2/27/2022
122
3/6/2022
309
3/13/2022
106
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Baptismal
Anniversaries

SCRIPTURE READINGS IN APRIL

We celebrate with you!
*indicates birthday when baptism is not known
April Baptisms:

Fifth Sunday in Lent
April 3rd
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

4/1
4/2
4/4

Sunday of the Passion
Palm Sunday
April 10th
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14-23

*4/4
4/5
4/6
*4/6
4/7

Resurrection of Our Lord
Easter Day
April 17th
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2,14-24
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
Luke 24:1-12

*4/7
4/9
4/10
4/11
4/12

Second Sunday of Easter
April 24th
Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29
Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31

4/14
4/15
*4/15
4/17
4/17
14

Mary Ann Bednarik
Cloey Linn
Marcia Rupp
Timothy Magnuson
Marilyn Seeley
David C. Walrod
Christine Wright
Ruth Johnson-Sodeur
Kimberly Bentley
Donna Nagle
Diana Gronquist
Daniel Nagle
Ruby Meyer
Jeffrey Hofgren
Emilia Larson
Brian Mlacker
Phillip Hatfield
Matthew Lindstrom
Curtis Ecklund
Donna Johnson
Eric Larson
Svea Winchester
Robert Donato
Terrance Horner
Nicole Auge
Shannon Mardino
Karen Femia
Leann Sweetheimer
Jax Kuras
David Peterson
Caylee Shelters
Heather Allport-Cohoon
Sandra Bogey
Currie Huntington

4/18 Ellyson Baglia
4/20 Barbara Goldman
Harold Johnson
4/21 Barbara Johnson
*4/21 Karen Johnson
4/22 Aubrey Main
4/23 Margot Livengood
4/24 Callan Skelton
Daniel Wozniak
4/25 Rachel Johnson
Stephanie Marchincin
Aaron Olson
4/27 Steven Tedquist
Andrew Winchester
4/28 Alyssa Cusimano
Gillian Dixson
Michael Dixson
Lukas Kraft
4/30 Megan Goodwill
Landan Graham
Emma Peterson
Olivia Peterson
Nicholas Saeger
Logan Schuler-Peterson

Ask God to bless and advance the advocacy,
witness, leadership development and support for
ministries provided by ELCA Arab and Middle
Eastern Ministries and the Association of Lutherans
of Arab and Middle Eastern Heritage.
2 Give thanks for the resources of our church,
including ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of
Giving, which guides us through Lent and helps us
pray, study Scripture, respond to our neighbors in
need and give generously for the good of
communities around the world.
3 Pray that we will each use our unique gifts and
passions as disciples of Christ, called to share the
gospel and serve our neighbors, and that we will
trust the Spirit to equip, inspire and embolden us for
doing God’s work in the world, together.
4 Give thanks for the commitment and work of
planning team leaders, volunteers, youth ministry
leaders in congregations and churchwide
organization staff who prepared for the nowcanceled 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering and are now
refocusing their attention on the 2024 event; ask the
Spirit to guide, strengthen and enliven their work.
5 Remember in prayer our neighbors in countries
and regions beset by conflict, civil unrest or
violence, including places we have forgotten
because they have slipped from the headlines. Pray
for healing, hope and strength for our neighbors
who suffer trauma, loss, displacement or
uncertainty, and pray that leaders will work to
resolve conflicts, reconcile enemies and forge new
relationships based on justice, respect for human
life and mutual concern.
6 Pray that God will comfort and stir hope and joy
in those who suffer grief; ask God to help us be
present with them in their sorrow, bringing
empathy, respect, support and patience.

Prayer Ventures
April 2022

7 Give thanks for Women of the ELCA and women
of all ages who gather in more than 4,500 locations
in the United States and the Caribbean for service,
study, advocacy and fellowship, mobilizing women
to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

1 Arab American Heritage Month Remember in
prayer the diverse gifts, cultures, heritages and
stories of our Arab and Middle Eastern neighbors
and siblings in Christ, who remind us of the rich
history and tradition of Christ’s church in the world.
15

8 Ask the Spirit to make us purveyors of grace, joy
and unexpected generosity, especially to people
who live with worry, despair, turmoil or loneliness.

15 Good Friday Reflect on what we see in the
cross, the feelings it evokes and what it represents
in our faith and life. Pray that through the symbol of
the cross we might see God’s unconstrained power
over death and God’s awesome gift of grace that
gives us life — both new life in the present and life
eternal.

9 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian (1906-1945)
Remember and give thanks for our siblings in Christ
— past and present — who risk their lives for
justice, the well-being of our neighbors and the
truth of the gospel. Pray that their witness, courage
and sacrifice will inspire and guide our pursuit of
justice and peace in the world.

16 Pray that we will bear God’s grace, mercy, hope
and kindness to incarcerated youth and adults who
experience isolation from society, our communities
and the church.

10 Palm Sunday Jesus endured false accusations,
betrayal by his closest followers, an unfair trial,
public humiliation and the pain of death on a cross
for our salvation and the fulfillment of God’s
promises. Give praise and thanks to the Son of God,
the promised Messiah!

17 Easter Day “This is the day that the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm
118:24). Hallelujah! Shout prayers of joy and
thanksgiving for the enduring, trustworthy gifts of
love, forgiveness, healing and new life fulfilled by
God in the resurrection of Jesus Christ — our
Savior, teacher, hope and salvation.

11 Pray for pastors and seminary students serving as
chaplains for the armed forces, Veterans Affairs
hospitals and federal correctional institutions, and
for pastors serving in other contexts, including
hospitals, nursing homes, hospice programs, social
ministry programs, state and local correctional
facilities, and organizations serving people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities.

18 Give thanks for faith-based preschools and day
care centers that encourage faith, support parents
and serve communities. Pray that their teachers,
staff and administrators will be strengthened for
their work providing safe and nurturing care for
children.

12 Give joyful thanks that God’s boundless,
unimaginable love is made known to us in ways that
we can grasp: through Jesus Christ’s humble birth,
life of service, suffering, death and resurrection.

19 Pray that the gifts of forgiveness, love and new
life we receive through Jesus will fill us with joy,
moving us to share the good news and work for
healing and justice in the world.

13 Ask God to renew and strengthen our
commitment and courage to face the painful truth of
gun violence in our country — to prevent gun
violence; attend to individuals, families and
communities traumatized by it; advocate for
common-sense gun safety laws; and care for the
perpetrators of violent acts.

20 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assembly of the Western Iowa
Synod, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and
encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the
church, choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve
our neighbor and do God’s work in the world.
21 Pray that the Spirit will lead us into
conversations about faith and the good news of
Jesus Christ with people we encounter in our daily
lives; pray that we will see God working through us
even when we feel uncomfortable or imperfect in
expressing our faith.

14 Maundy Thursday “Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another. By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another” (John 13:34-35). Pray that we
will be mindful of how we bear witness to Jesus
through our humility, sacrificial service, words of
love and Spirit-inspired actions.

22 Earth Day The mysteries and awe of creation
defy our comprehension and stir wonder in us. Give
praise, gratitude and recognition for all God has
16

made for our sustenance and joy; pray that we will
be wise, generous, responsible stewards and
restorers of the earth’s resources for the glory of our
Creator.

Arkansas-Oklahoma synods, that the Spirit will
strengthen, guide and encourage them as they
reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders,
proclaim the gospel, serve our neighbor and do
God’s work in the world.

23 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assembly of the Alaska Synod,
that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage
them as they reflect on the mission of the church,
choose leaders, proclaim the gospel, serve our
neighbor and do God’s work in the world.

30 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assemblies of the Minneapolis
Area Synod, Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod and
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, that the Spirit will
strengthen, guide and encourage them as they
reflect on the mission of the church, choose leaders,
proclaim the gospel, serve our neighbor and do
God’s work in the world.

24 What nagging questions do you have about
Scripture, faith or God’s actions in the world? Amid
a life of doubt and uncertainty, ask God to grant us
reassurance and insight; pray that our faith and
belief will grow deeper and stronger through the
work of the Spirit, the support of our siblings in
Christ and the opportunities for study, prayer and
discernment in our communities of faith.

Free Trex Bench
First Lutheran Church can earn a free bench from
Trex by recycling 500# of plastic file and bags. This
will keep it out of the landfill. Just collect your
plastic file/bags and bring it to the church,
collection guidelines are listed below. The plastic
must be CLEAN, DRY, and FREE of FOOD
RESIDUE. We need to collect 500# in a 6 month
period. I’m sure we can do this. Now on this years
Earth Day, April 23rd you can be proud knowing
you are participating in reducing landfill volume.
Collection Guidelines:

25 Pray for church leaders and congregations
participating in Valparaiso University’s Institute of
Liturgical Studies, a source of renewal and recreation through worship, music, study and
reflection on the church’s challenges and
opportunities after the pandemic.
26 “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6). Consider how each
thing you do today can glorify God.

Grocery bags - Stretch film and pallet wrap - Plastic
mailer bags – Case overwrap – Bread bags – Paper
towel/toilet tissue overwrap – Bubble wrap - Air
Pillows – Dry cleaning bags – Cereal box liners –
Produce bags – Newspaper sleeves – Furniture
foam wrap – Ziplock or food storage bags – Salt
bags – Pellet bags – Ice bags – Mattress bags.
Again: All plastic must be Clean, Dry, Free of Food
Residue.

27 Pray for congregations and communities
preparing for severe weather, that they might
preserve human life, respond to community needs,
and prove resilient in the face of natural disaster.
Give thanks for our ability to respond to disasters
through Lutheran Disaster Response in
collaboration with companion churches, disaster
response organizations and ecumenical partners.

Please make sure to donate only the above types of
plastic.

28 Give thanks for ELCA Young Adult Ministries,
Young Adults in Global Mission and their work of
providing inspiration, opportunities, connections
and resources to young adults and people
facilitating young adult ministries.

NO saran films and NO meat wrap.
Thank you, Sandy Hatfield. Please contact me with
questions (716) 490-4115
shatfield321@gmail.com. I’m also looking for a
few volunteers to help me.
Please contact me if you can help.

29 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others
gathering for the assemblies of the Northern TexasNorthern Louisiana, Northeastern Minnesota and
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2022 First Lutheran Church Sunday School Schedule:
April 3

April 24

May 15

May 22

Bible Story:

Bible Story:

Bible Story:

Bible Story:

Jonah and the
Big Fish

Please look at the First Lutheran Sunday School Jamestown, NY page weekly for updates due
to last minute cancellations or changes.

Save the Date
Reconnect Celebration
Saturday, April 23, 2022
3:00 – 7:00 PM
Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center
Catered Buffet Dinner Served at 4:30 PM
Please RSVP to the church office: 716-664-4601
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WORSHIP AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
9:00 am Contemporary Worship Service
Contemporary Worship Center
11:00 am Traditional Worship Service
Main Sanctuary
Welcome
We welcome in the name of Jesus all who worship at First. It is our hope and prayer that you
encounter God’s gracious presence through this worship experience. If you want to know more
about Jesus, please talk to anyone leading worship. If you want to know more about First Lutheran
Church, our mission, and ministries, please visit the Welcome Table in the back.
Attendance Cards
Even though COVID 19 has been declining, and we’ve been able to relax some restrictions, please
continue to complete an attendance card and leave it in the pew where you’re seated. This will help
us track and contact individuals if needed. In addition, it will also help us reconnect as a
congregation. Thank you.
Masks and Social Distancing
Masks are no longer required. We do ask that worshipers continue safe practices, such as
distancing, non-contact greetings and frequent hand washing to protect the vulnerable. If you or
anyone in your home is ill, please remain home and follow CDC guidelines as appropriate.
Additional Precautions
Singing is permitted while continuing to social distance. Those who are leading worship, spoken
and in song, will maintain extended distances from the congregation. You may place your offering
in the box at the entrance of the sanctuary. We will share the peace in word without physical
contact. In the celebration of Holy Communion on the first Sunday of every month, we are using
personal containers of bread and wine, placed in baggies. We have been encouraged to observe
these precautions through recommendations by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and
by directives from the State of New York. We appreciate your patience and cooperation!
• We will video record both worship services and post the recordings online through: Vimeo,
YouTube, Facebook and the First Lutheran website: flcjny.org
We will adjust our practices as health concerns evolve.
We will celebrate Jesus Christ, risen from the grave!
We understand that some of our church family will refrain from attending worship due to health
concerns. This is a personal choice and we support all our family in this decision-making process.
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