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Do you have Questions? Or Feedback? A Suggestion?
Contact a Congregation Council Member listed below.
Eugene Comber, Brenda Ecklund, Gail Espinoza, Sharon Hamilton, Terry Horner, Brenda Johnson,
Michael Laurin, Karen Linn, Pam Marchincin, Martha Paulson, Jim Wahlberg, and Jane Young

First Lutheran Staff
Daniel S. Rumfelt, Pastoral Leader in Transition
Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music
Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator
of Contemporary Worship
Elizabeth Lobb, Office Manager

Christ the King

November 22, 2020
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promised return followed by his earthly life as it
unfolds from birth through ministry, death,
resurrection and ascension. With Pentecost we then
delve into the life of the Church and discipleship.
This seasonal cycle to the Church Year is, by the
way, a very good argument for regular attendance at
worship, in-person or online. Imagine going about
our business Fall through Spring but somehow
sleeping through the whole Summer. That would be
a tremendous loss. So with worship: each Sunday
builds on the next. Why? So that our trust in Jesus
may grow, be our stronghold in life’s crisis, our joy
in life’s blessings and mature through the years like
an oak against which we may rest and find peace.
Peace in the divine word of forgiveness of sin and
the promise of eternal life. For this Jesus died and
rose. For us Jesus died and rose. For you Jesus died
and rose. But while an oak will one day fall, the
love of God in Christ Jesus is “from everlasting to
everlasting.” Sure and certain in every season.
The Seasons of the Church Year in order: Advent,
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost.

“For Everything There is a Season”
This November sees the end of the current Church
Year and the beginning of the next. The current year
ends with “Christ the King Sunday,” November
22nd. The new Church Year begins Sunday,
November 29th, four Sundays before Christmas,
with the “First Sunday in Advent.” As you may
know, the Church Year is a cycle of Sunday
scripture readings and worship foci. The scripture
readings are set in a three-year series. This allows
us to focus on the Gospel of Matthew in Year A, the
Gospel of Mark in Year B, and the Gospel of Luke
in Year C before repeating it all again. Over the
three years we get a balanced and thorough
exploration of the Gospels, as well as readings from
the Old and New Testaments. Anyone notice there
is not a year for the Gospel of John? We get a fair
share of John mixed in every year.
Just as the natural year has seasons moving from
Spring through Winter and back to Spring again, so
the Church Year has its own seasons. Can you name
them? Here they are (out of order). Advent – Lent –
Epiphany – Christmas – Pentecost – Easter. See if
you can put them in their proper order: you can
check your answer at the end of this article. Don’t
peek.
Why, through its history, would the Church have
developed this annual cycle of Seasons? Think
again of the natural seasons. Each has its own focus
and opportunities. The beauty of new growth in
Spring, birds busy with their nests while we may
grab the golf clubs or our gardening tools, file our
taxes. Summer brings crops, outdoor recreation,
vacations. Fall, lots of leaves to rake or let be,
hunting season, back to school. Winter we get out
the skis, snow mobiles and snow blowers, while the
earth gets a much-needed rest. Likewise, the
Seasons of the Church Year, from Advent through
Easter, lead us on a journey through Christ’s

Blessings, Pastor Dan
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One of Michael’s devotionals for his church in
the last few weeks included the following
prayer written by Martin Luther King, Jr.
Oh god, our gracious heavenly Father, we
thank Thee for the inspiration of Jesus the
Christ. And grant that we will love Thee with
all of our hearts, souls, and minds, and love
our neighbors as we love ourselves, even our
“enemy neighbors.” And we ask Thee, oh God,
in these days of emotional tension, when the
problems of the world are gigantic in extent
and chaotic in detail, to be with us in our
going out and our coming in, in our rising up
and in our lying down, in our moments of joy
and in our moments of sorrow, until the day
when there shall be no sunset and no dawning.
Amen

September 2020

FAMILY LIBRARY NEWS
Giving thanks. That is what we think of (or
should think of) this time of year. I try, I really
do, but I often times fail miserably. I tend to be
a “glass is half empty” kind of person instead
of a “glass is half full” one. Shame on me!

I remember this prayer by Dr. King from many
years ago. It was an important message when
it was written and is still extremely meaningful
today. Thank you, Michael, for reminding me
of it. I will try harder, Lord. I promise I will
try to be more like our friend. And Lord, we
ask that we may be blessed with the
opportunity to see Michael face to face one
more time.

Fred and I have a very special friend in the
Washington, DC area who suffers from a
disease that has been slowly stealing his life
away for the last seven years. And yet Michael
carries on with optimism and faith that God
has a plan for him. His glass is half full. His
mind remains sharp. Perhaps a blessing and a
curse some of us might say. His glass is half
full. His church has given him the
responsibility of preparing an online weekly
devotional for those who are no longer able to
attend church in person - a blessing for him
and others. His glass is half full. Michael is
still able to enjoy his family and friends and his
companion dog. His glass is half full.
Michael is still able to communicate through
the wonders of modern technology. His glass
is half full.

On another matter of thanksgiving, new books
have been added to the library shelves to
honor the service to our congregation of Pastor
Daniel K. Nagle. Thank you, Dan, for
shepherding First Lutheran Church for nine
years. God bless you and your family. You
will be missed.
Incarnation – Rediscovering the Significance of
Christmas by Adam Hamilton
God and the Pandemic – A Christian Reflection on
the Coronavirus and its Aftermath by N. T.
Wright
Faith In the Shadow of a Pandemic by John T.
Pless and Jacob A. Corzine
Broken Signposts – How Christianity Makes Sense
of the World by N. T. Wright

We thank God for Michael and the example
he sets for us. I want to be more like Michael.
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All the Colors of Christmas by Matthew Paul
Turner
Because You’re Mine by Nancy Tillman
Little Mole’s Christmas Gift by Glenys Nellist
Little Mole finds Hope by Glenys Nellist
The Spider Who Saved Christmas by Raymond
Arroyo
The Family Library is open Sunday mornings
and by special request. New books and videos
are continually being added. Contributions,
donations, suggestions and comments are
always welcome. I can be reached by email at
wendy.j.larson@gmail.com or by phone at 716397-8819.
Wendy Larson

“If the only prayer you ever say in
your entire life is thank you, it
will be enough.”
Meister Eckhart, German
Theologian
1260 - 1328

October 19, 2020
•

Council met in the Parlors on October 19,
using Covid-safety guidelines

•

Terry Horner gave devotions, offering
verses from scripture to remind us of God’s
care during this time of anxiety

•

Worship services will continue at 9 a.m. and
10 a.m. thru November, with postings online
continuing. Masks are required, and use of
hand sanitizer and social distancing being
maintained
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•

In-person Sunday School and other activities
continue to be on hold

•

Pastor Rumfelt has office hours Tuesdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and is carrying out
funerals, weddings, baptisms, and other
pastoral care

•

Confirmation classes will begin Nov. 8, held
by Pastor Rumfelt

•

The Pastoral Call Committee has completed
a draft of the Ministry Site Profile, an
important step in the call process, which
Council began to review. Pastor Rumfelt
spoke about his role in facilitating the
process

•

Property Committee is continuing to
maintain building and grounds with much
volunteer help

•

A Drive-thru setback variance was approved
by the city zoning board; updated architect
drawings are still needed for final site
approval

•

The Personnel Committee is continuing to
interview candidates for the sexton position

•

Office Manager Liz Lobb has worked with
Beth Linnecke on getting financial records
up to date. She is also working on the
monthly newsletter and preparing bulletins
for each Sunday

•

Terry Horner gave the Treasurer’s report
and noted the budget process for 2021 is
beginning

•

A new plaque honoring Pastor Westerberg
will be installed near the chapel, with a
dedication planned for later on

•

NA will be offered space to meet in the 3rd
floor youth room for now, and Girls Scouts
will be allowed to begin meeting at First
House

•

The Community Outreach Store is open and
seems to be doing well, thanks to Debi
Brandi and volunteers

NOTES FROM THE LOFT

November 2020
Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music
and Organist
Greetings to everyone and I hope that you all are doing well during this period of Covid 19. Special prayers for
two of our choir tenors, Lucy Rider and Joe Bender, who are having health issues. May God grant them His
peace and comfort. Below is a list of Lector/Liturgists and Hymn Cantors/Soloists for the month of November.
Please contact me if there is a conflict and we will find alternate persons to fill-in.

LECTOR/LITURGIST

HYMN CANTOR/SOLOIST

November 1st – Beth Johnson

Marika Koch

November 8th – Peter Larson

Julie Costantini

November 15th – Brenda Ecklund

Beth Johnson & Gail Espinoza

November 22nd – Frank Gozdalski

Peter Larson

November 29th - Fred Larson

Brenda Ecklund

We continue with Part 4 of the History of Music at First Lutheran Church that starts at 1971 and covers the First
Lutheran Choir’s 17-day historic Scandinavian Heritage Concert Tour to Sweden, Norway, and Denmark in
1984.

Musical History of First Lutheran Church
Part 4
Following George Johnson’s retirement as organist in 1971, Charlotte Dahlbeck served as interim organist before
the church appointed Brian A. Bogey as their new organist in 1971. He also conducted the Chapel Choir
consisting of 7th – 9th grade students that sang weekly at the 8:30 a.m. worship service in Memorial Chapel.
Bogey became both the Organist-Choirmaster in 1980 when Albert Lyford left his post as choir director.

6

The Rev. Arthur J. Henne served as pastor of First Lutheran Church from 1978-1985. The LBW of the green
Lutheran Book of Worship became the new hymnal and worship settings during his tenure. Also he initiated the
Endowment Fund that grew substantially throughout the years aiding the ministry of First Lutheran Church. In
1978 a new Bombarde division was added to the Casavant Organ completed by the Paul Fischer Organ Company
from Erie, PA. The famous Concordia Choir from Concordia College of Moorhead, Minnesota sang a concert
here at First Lutheran on February 22, 1981. This choir was directed by the prestigious composer and conductor
Paul Christiansen, who was the son of the legendary conductor and composer, F. Melius Christiansen. There
were more than 500 attendees present for this stellar performance! In celebration of the churches 125 th
anniversary and in the anticipation of a Scandinavian Concert Tour for our First Lutheran Choir, we produced a
record album entitled “A Fortress of Faith” that featured the three pipe organs of First Lutheran and anthems
from our First Lutheran Senior Choir. Another fund-raising project for our anticipated trip was publishing our
First Lutheran Choir Cookbook entitled “A Choir Cantata Cookbook” with several hundred recipes with famous
quotes and poetry.
In 1982 the forty-voice First Lutheran Choir, under the direction of Brian A. Bogey, made a Scandinavian
Heritage Concert Tour to Sweden, Norway, and Denmark. This was truly “a trip of a lifetime” for many of our
choir members of Swedish descent, that participated in this wonderful 17-day concert tour from August 1st –
17th. In Sweden we sang concerts in the Ljungby State Church, Vargarda State Church, the Jonkopping State
Church, and the beautiful Oscarkyrka (church) in Stockholm where the large crowd was delighted with our
anthems that were sung both in Swedish and in English. We also sang at the 11 a.m. Sunday morning worship
service at the large Rattvik Lutheran Church on Lake Siljan. This was one of the highlights of our trip where
many members of the congregation came dressed in their Swedish costumes in their old-fashioned long boats
accompanied by two fiddlers! We all were served communion from the chalice and the pastor gave us his
blessing in English. It was a very special and emotional moment for us all!
The Rev. Charles D. May became the pastor in 1985 and he served until 2004. He inspired the congregation to
practice weekly communion rather than just the first Sunday of the month. Also, the sanctuary went through a
complete redecoration and refurbishment. The congregation also sponsored and helped build a Habitat for
Humanity house on Chandler Street.
manual Casavant Freres Pipe Organ was installed incorporating many ranks of pipes from the previous Hook
and Hastings Pipe Organ. This occurred as part of the church’s observing their festive centennial celebration in
1956. A service of consecration was held on January 22, 1956 and with an organ dedication recital given by Dr.
George Volkel, who was the organ consultant for the new organ and also the official organist at Chautauqua
Institution. This is the largest church pipe organ in the Jamestown area and the console contains 80 drawknobs,
26 coupler tablets, and 57 pistons which control the 63 ranks of pipe totaling 3776 pipes, 20 chimes, and 37 harp
bells. It should be noted that the large Casavant Pipe Organ is valued at 1.2 million alone.

November 2020
First Lutheran Church
Contemporary Worship
Kimberly King
Worship Leader & Coordinator of Contemporary Worship
Sacred Fire – Praise Team
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Hello Everyone,
Our “in person” Contemporary Worship Services continue in November each Sunday at 9:00am in our
Worship Center in the lower level of the church (Parlor area). The service last 30 minutes.
REMEMBER: Masks are required and temperatures taken at the door. Please keep 6 feet distance from others
and use social distancing inside the church and entrance areas. If not feeling well, please remain at home.
Sacred Fire members share music and scripture each week, we have digital inspirations, along with a special
message from Pastor Rumfelt. The service is planned with safety and health precautions for you and your
family, while keeping a relaxed and friendly environment. Seating is spread out with variations for singles,
couples and families.
We WILL continue to video tape the services each week and post on Facebook, Vimeo and on our new church
website, for those who would like to remain at home. So, everyone can have options to worship at their own
comfort level during the Pandemic.
Inspiration:
We featured on Sunday, October 11th, the video of the song, “Grace Got You” by Mercy Me. An “upbeat”
song about how wonderful “Grace” is and we should not hold back on showing our joy! The following is
insight on the “heart behind the song” from the lead singer Bart Millard. Hope you enjoy and it can help to
make more connections to the song.
The following article is taken from www.freeccm.com, “Discovering the Best in Christian Music”. Behind
The Song: MercyMe Shares The Heart Behind Their New Single “Grace Got You (feat. John Reuben)”

By Abby Young | Christian News | 19 comments | 13 March, 2018 | 4
This week’s featured song story comes to us from Mercy Me. We’re excited to share with you the story behind
their new single “Grace Got You (feat. John Reuben).” Grace Got You’ is just a song that makes me smile.
The whole idea that once you realize that God’s grace has you…no matter what comes your way, you can live
your life as if you’ve already read the last page of the book and know how the whole thing turns out. Our
eternity is set! On your worst day, Christ is OK with you. He adores you. He’s pleased with you. How is that
possible? No clue, but it is. That’s the most amazing news of all! When we originally made the album, we
wanted to have someone rap, but we didn’t know who we were going to get. Our paths crossed with a guy who
used to be on Gotee Records named John Reuben – who we had done stuff early on with when we were all new
together – and we asked him if he’d come out of retirement to rap on the song. It turned out so fun, and totally
matched the vibe of the song. – Bart Millard (Mercy Me)
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Grace Got You

(Yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah)
Grace got you
(REPEAT)

Verse 1
Have you ever met those who
Keep humming when the song's through
It's like they're living life
To a whole diff'rent tune
And have you ever met those that
Keep hoping when it's hopeless
It's like they've figured out
What the rest haven't yet

CCLI Song # 7079517
Bart Millard | Ben Glover | David Garcia | John Reuben Zappin | Solomon Olds
© 2017 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson
Music Publishing, Inc.)
9t One Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Ariose Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Tunes of MercyMe (Fair Trade Music Publishing [c/o Essential Music Publishing LLC])
Soul Glow Activator Music (Admin. by Moon & Musky Music)
D Soul Music (Admin. by Spirit Music Group)
Remaining portion is unaffiliated
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 2271611

Pre-Chorus
The second you realize what you have inside
It's only a matter of time 'til you

Remember you have access to our Past
Contemporary Services on both our church
Facebook page, Sacred Fire’s page and on
Vimeo.com. On Vimeo, search First Lutheran
Contemporary Service and Sunday’s date. For
example, First Lutheran Contemporary Service
9.13.20. Don’t forget to share these services with
your friends and family!! A GREAT Outreach
Ministry!!

Chorus
Sing so the back row hears you
Glide 'cause walking just won't do
Dance you don't have to know how to
Ever since ever since grace got you
Laugh 'til your whole side's hurting
Smile like you just got away with something
Why 'cause you just got away with something
Ever since ever since grace got you

You can continue to listen to contemporary music
and inspiring messages everyday on FM radio
channel 90.9 Family Life Network Or online at fln.org.
Also, on Sirius XM radio, “The Message” on channel
63.

Verse 2
So when you're standing in the rain again
You might as well be dancing
Why 'cause there ain't no storm
That can change how this ends
So next time when you feel blue
Don't let that smile leave you
Why 'cause you have ev'ry reason just to

If you are looking for a devotional type inspiration,
check out www.youversion.com
Great site! They have an “App” too.

Interlude
Ever since ever since grace got you
Grace got you

As God continues to shine Love and Blessings
on you! .... Remember to share God’s Love with
others!!

Rap
Got away with something bubbling inside of you
Spilling over 'cause your life is full
How incredible
Undeniable monumental like the Eiffel
Uncontrollable let the joy flow through ha ha
Giddy oh but pretty pretty please
Let me see your hands in the air
With you out your seats
Warm it up let go shout it out celebrate
When you can't articulate just say Amazing Grace

Take Care and Be Safe!!

God’s Blessings to you all
From All of Sacred Fire and
Kimberly King, Worship Leader and
Coordinator of Contemporary Worship

Pre-Chorus
The second you realize what you have inside
It's only just a matter of (only just a matter of)
It's only just a matter of
(Just a matter of time) 'til you
Ending
(Yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah)
Ever since ever since grace got you
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Income & Expenses through September 30, 2020
Month

Income

Expense

Total

January

*71,954

28,220

43,734

February

14,125

35,149

-21,024

March

16,082

29,856

-13,774

April

*56,975

16,208

40,767

May

19,295

30,186

-10,891

LCDR Andy "SMEDIUM" Carlson
VFA 211, Unit 200204, Box 4
FPO AE 09502

June

15,241

15,845

-604

July

*53,600

22,710

30,890

MASR Scott D. Johnson
12440 Chickadee Ln., NW
Apt. 102
Silverdale, WA 98383

August

19,055

16,292

2,763

September

13,846

38,962

-25,116

280,173

233,428

46,745

Mailing Address:
Jeffrey Clauson
125 Loop Road
Unit #1778
Hurlburt Field, FL 32544

Total

CAPT Eric Spitzer
850 Ticonderoga St., Ste. 100
JBPHH, HI 96860-5102

* 40,000 from Endowment
Thank you to all who are mailing their offering!

Attendance for October

October
2019
2020

1st Sunday
153
83

PARISH RECORD
Funeral Services:

2nd Sunday

Violet Johnson – Date of death – Sept. 28, 2020

120
82

Marriages:
rd

2019
2020

3 Sunday
138
78

2019
2020

5th Sunday
N/A
N/A

th

4 Sunday
95
74

Darrell & Krist Sandquist Sager – October 10, 2020
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Memorial Fund
In Memory of Violet Johnson by:
Ann & Thom Griehm
Marian Alm
Eleanor Hagelin
Robert Lake
The Bogey Family

On Sunday, November 1st we remember and give
thanks to God for the lives and witness of all
Christians who have lived and died in the faith and
now share in eternal life and glory through Christ.
We will be thanking God for all the saints who
shared their faith with us so that we too may be
counted among God’s faithful people. We will
remember in our prayers those members and friends
of our First Lutheran Church family who have
passed away since last All Saints Sunday:

In Memory of Carolyn Peterson by:
Eleanor Hagelin
In honor of Pastor Dan Nagle by:
Robert Lake

Memorial Fund – Drive Thru
In Memory of Arthur J. Henne by:
The Bogey Family

Barbara A. Anderson
James B. Holt
Roger W. Edborg
Ronald Stenstrom
Dennis F. Volk
Carol A. Anthony
H. (Hazel) Mary Taylor
Kay L. Palmquist
Betty F. Carlson
Margaret A. Reichard
Violet A. Johnson

Sunday School News
We are continuing with Remote Sunday School
with videos being posted weekly to the First
Lutheran Sunday School Jamestown, NY page. We
are posting videos for Preschool/Kindergarteners,
Grades 1-3 and then Grades 4-6. All the students
were given leaflets that go with the lessons. The
children and their parents can send pictures on

We extend a sincere thank you to the following
people:

Memorial Fund – Kitchen Fund
In Memory of Violet Johnson:
Marcia Rupp
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2020 TRC TOYS FOR TOTS
The goal of the toy collection season
will be taking on a very different
look this year, as everything has had
to adapt. There will be very few box
collection sites out in the county this
year, so we will holding 2 South
county “drive-thru” drop offs for the
generous people of Chautauqua
County to bring their toys to us
without getting out of their cars.
The first “drive-thru” drop off date
will be Saturday, November 7th, from
10:30 am – 2:30 pm at the Foote Ave
Plaza. The second and last “drivethru” drop off date for the South
county area will be on Saturday,
November 28th from 10:30 am – 2:30
pm at Chautauqua Mall, look for the
Toys For Tots logo/signs for the exact
location. This year’s campaign will
be very challenging for all the
obstacles we all must adhere to.
Please join TRC in our continued
effort to make Christmas special for
as many children as possible. 2019
was a record year, 3,289 children
received toys thru Toys For Tots.
Elf Jane Young

Messenger to Tracy Grey or post to the Sunday
School page of completed pages. If your child
didn’t receive the leaflets, please contact the Church
office of Tracy Grey 485-3754. Thank you to all
the parents and kids who are working so hard this
year!!
Thank You!
Tracy Grey

Confirmation Class Schedule for
November via Zoom
Sunday, November 8th
Sunday, November 22nd

What’s the Buzz at 23 Center Street?
•

Help yourself to the herbs at 23
Center Street

•

o Sage, Parsley, Basil, Oregano.
Cilantro, Chives, and Thyme,
Rhubarb has been planted

•

o Hopefully, a crop next year
Apple Trees are looking good

•

The Milkweed is flourishing

•

There is a bumper crop of WEEDS
this year

•

o Please Help yourself
And finally, the flowers are beautiful,
take a moment to enjoy them if you
are down.
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EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

Community Outreach Store

First Lutheran Church has a
job opening for a Sexton
(Maintenance and building
management).

The Community Outreach Store is now opened.
The store will be open M - W - F, 10:00 a.m. –
3:00 p.m. We are also accepting donations during
that same time frame. Face Masks are required.

This is a full-time position that requires weekday,
Sunday, and holiday availability. A full job
description is available at the church office.

PASTORAL CALL COMMITTEE

Applicants for the Sexton position must have a
background in maintenance with skills in electrical
and plumbing repair very helpful.

The Church Council would like to thank the
following individuals who have accepted the
Council’s invitation to be on the Call Committee for
a new pastor:

If you are interested in this position, please send
your resume or letter of intent to:

Hannah Dearman
Brenda Ecklund
Gail Espinoza
Sandy Forsberg
Julie Gable
Tracy Grey
Gregg Guichard
Peter Larson (Chairperson)
Lee Lindeman
Emily Ryberg
Glen Utter

Personnel Committee
First Lutheran Church
PO Box 183
Jamestown, NY 14702
If you have questions, please ask a member of the
personnel committee or Pastor Dan. The members
are: Beth Johnson, Ellen Ditonto, Fred Larson,
Mike Laurin, Shelly Wendt.

(Jeanine & Mike Dearman – Non-Voting Members)

Poinsettias
Christmas is coming! It will soon be time to order
poinsettias for our beautiful sanctuary. I was told
that Brigiotta’s will be supplying local churches
with flowers.
Poinsettias will once again be available to purchase
in honor or memory of loved ones.

The deadline for articles for the December 2020,
First Edition newsletter is Monday, November 16th.
Please have all information into the church office by
that date. Thank you.

Check bulletins and First Edition for more
information. God Bless and keep well,

Judy Rhodes
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Baptismal
Anniversaries

SCRIPTURE READINGS IN NOVEMBER
All Saints Day
November 1st
Revelation 7:9-17
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

We celebrate with you!
*indicates birthday when baptism is not known
November Baptisms:
02

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 8th
Amos 5:18-24
Psalm 70
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

02*
03
03*
04*
05

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 15th
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Psalm 90:1-8, 12
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

05*
06*
07
09*
11

Christ the King
Last Sunday After Pentecost
November 22nd
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 95:1-7a
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

12
14
15
16
17*
18*
19
20

First Sunday of Advent
November 29th
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

21
21*
23
14

Jeanne Ecklund
Sharon Westerberg
Daniel Wendt
Shelley Sandquist
DeAnne Gozdalski
Dianne Dillingham
Sharon Hamilton
Jarrett Lundgren
Kathy Ross
Kathleen Hofgren
JoAnn Marchincin
Natasha Peterson
Julie Jaroszynski
Timothy Wright
Greg Raymond
Rebecca Bloomquist
Guy Ditonto
Kendal Gibson
Gayle Jackson
Christina Miller
Jordan Johnson
Kyle Sorenson
Megan Sorenson
Randall Wilcox
Ronald Wilcox
Shannon Baglia
Justin Conti
Penny Highhouse
Kelly Hill
Bethany Lightfield
Chuck Ryberg
Kevin Furcron
Nancy Holt
Debi Brandi

26

28
29
30
30*

Floris Allen
Meilani Olson
John E. Peterson
Angela Ploss
Michael Johnson Jr.
Andrew Nelson
Logan Seekings
Rebecca Magnuson
Amber (Hansen) Kuras
Scott M. Johnson

26 Lutheran colleges and universities. See elca.org/
our-work/leadership/colleges-and-universities.
Campus ministries that minister to our young adults
while away at school. See elca.org/ relatedministries/campus-ministry.
A devotional tool to learn more about the Bible. See
elca.org/our-work/congregations-and synods/bookof-faith.
A church that responds to people caught in conflict.
See elca.org/our-work/relief-anddevelopment/Lutheran-immigration-and-refugeeservice.
Migrant minors who are protected and advocated
for. See elca.org/our-work/publicly-engagedchurch/AMMPRO
A church that thoughtfully and carefully explores
social issues. See elca.org/faith/faith-andsociety/social-statement.

Synod Mission Message

All these widely varied and essential programs are
possible because of your Mission support.
Thank you!
We are church together for the sake of the world.
God’s Work. Our Hands.

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
In the middle of a pandemic, when so much of the
news is bleak, let’s stop and give thanks for so
many blessings. All the websites below can be
copied and pasted, or just go to ELCA.org and
explore. Happy Thanksgiving to all!
We are thankful for:
A church that feeds the hungry. See elca.org/ourwork/relief-and-development /ELCA-world-hunger.
A church that believes everyone deserves justice
and dignity. See elca.org/our-work/publiclyengaged-church/advocacy.
Chaplains that minister to our troops overseas. See
elca.org/our-work/leaders/federal-chaplaincyministries.
Over 200 missionaries in 40+ countries all over the
world. See elca.org/our-work/global mission/global
service/support-missionaries.
A church that supports and aids areas that have
experienced disasters. See elca.org/our-work/reliefand-development/ /Lutheran-disaster-response.
Lutheran camps that foster the faith journey of our
children. See elca.org/our-work/relatedministries/outdoor-ministry.

Prayer Ventures
November 2020
1 All Saints Day Give thanks for everyone God has
gathered in the body of Christ — those who are
living and those who have passed. Praise God for
the diverse talents given to us that the Spirit uses to
encourage faith in others, strengthen the community
of believers and do God’s work in the world.
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2 Native American Heritage Month Lutheran
witness of the gospel with American Indian and
Alaska Native people stretches back more than 350
years. The ELCA’s American Indian and Alaska
Native membership is around 4,850, and American
Indian and Alaska Native Ministries works with 30
native congregations around the country. Pray for
the ministry and witness of native congregations
and the work of the American Indian and Alaska
Native Lutheran Association, that they might
flourish and grow.

8 Pray for insight and wisdom from the Spirit that
will help us lead lives pleasing to God and glimpse
the kingdom of heaven.
9 Give thanks to God for Augsburg Fortress, the
publishing ministry of the ELCA. Ask God to bless
and further its work creating resources and
partnerships “to support the ministries of faith
communities in communicating the good news of
God’s liberating grace.”
10 Pause, reflect and pray for God’s help with
whatever is most troubling or perplexing in your life
right now — that thing that keeps you awake at
night.

3 Pray for the Spirit to grant us wisdom and courage
in our discernment and decisions as we elect leaders
for our nation, states and communities. Pray that
those chosen to serve will do so with compassion,
justice, concern for people with critical needs and a
commitment to the well-being of all people and
communities.

11 Veterans Day Remember and give thanks for
the service and personal sacrifice of women and
men who have served our nation in times of peace
and war. Pray for those currently serving in the
military and for their families, especially during
times of separation, that they will know they are
remembered, valued and cared for by their faith
community and siblings in Christ.

4 We are called to be disciples and students of
Jesus, to study Scripture and to learn from the
bearers of faith who live by what they teach. Pray
that the Spirit will open our hearts and sharpen our
minds to distinguish between those who are
trustworthy and those who use their position and
powers of persuasion to tempt us from the truth and
ways of God.

12 Pray for people who are recovering from
hurricanes, storms and flooding here and in other
countries. Ask God to displace their grief and
despair with hope, their feelings of loss with
comfort and wholeness, and their isolation and
loneliness with the reassurance that people,
congregations and ministries such as Lutheran
Disaster Response will stand with them now and for
the long haul of recovery and healing.

5 Pray for people and communities in the western
states that are fighting wildfires, recovering from
the devastation left by recent fires and worrying
about the increased threat of wildfires and longer
fire seasons. Ask God to protect the firefighters,
emergency responders and volunteers who work
tirelessly and at great personal risk to protect lives
and property.

13 Give praise and glory to God! We are alive and
free because Jesus died and rose again for the sake
of all humankind, that when we pass from this life,
we will enjoy life together with God forever.

6 Praise God for leading us and renewing us with
light and truth throughout our baptismal journey.

14 Pray for pastors and Christian education leaders
who are working through the challenges of
confirmation instruction in a time when most
congregations are still unable to meet in person.
Ask God to lead them toward creative, effective
solutions that will nurture and strengthen faith in
young people, share the teachings of the church and
affirm their roles and gifts as members of the body
of Christ.

7 Continue to pray for our global companions as
some countries experience a new wave of COVID19 infections. Pray for those countries most
affected, that we might share physical and spiritual
support and resources, mutually encourage leaders
and congregations, and wait patiently for the day
when we can celebrate our unity and work together
in person.
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15 Pray that we might trust in God’s promises and
in the certainty of our salvation through Jesus
Christ, and not fret or speculate about when Christ
will come again. Ask God to help us live in the
present as children of God who share the good news
of Jesus Christ, grow the church, strengthen one
another and serve their neighbor.

shine in the world through bold yet humble acts of
justice, mercy, empathy, advocacy, care and love.
23 Pray that, as followers of Christ who treasure life
as a gift from God, we will exercise patience,
caution and concern for our neighbor as the
COVID-19 pandemic continues long past our
expectations and assumptions.

16 Give thanks for the people in our daily lives who
lift our spirits, inspire our faith, renew our hope and
equip us for serving our neighbor.

24 Give thanks for followers of Christ and children
of God who gather in faith communities everywhere
to praise God, grow in faith and celebrate the unity
we have in Christ. Pray that we might never show
bias toward or rebuff people who are curious and
seek the good news we have received.

17 Ask God to guide us through the span of our
lives and focus us on learning God’s ways,
commandments, teachings and priorities along the
way.

25 Praise God for our creative siblings in Christ
whose hymns stir our faith, inspire us, speak of
God’s work and express our joy and gratitude to
God.

18 Pray for federal chaplains serving in the U.S.
military and Veterans Affairs hospitals as they
minister to military members and their families here
and around the world. Give thanks for how they
touch the lives of young adults, encourage their
faith, connect them with faith communities, and
provide care and counseling in unique contexts.

26 Thanksgiving Day As we celebrate
Thanksgiving, lift up prayers of gratitude for the
blessings and abundant resources we enjoy, and
remember the people in our communities and world
who suffer food insecurity, hunger and poverty. Ask
the Spirit to increase our generosity and
engagement with our neighbors in need and to help
our communities become more just, generous,
compassionate and committed to addressing
difficult social issues.

19 Some students find studying from home more
difficult than others, especially those who live with
learning disabilities, have special needs or
experience the learning environment best when
interacting with peers, teachers and counselors in
person. Pray that these students will find the care
and attention they need — in person and online —
to learn, mature and grow strong in their selfesteem.

27 Pray that we will be humble but not shy about
praying in private or with others, trusting that God
understands us even when our words — spoken or
silent — feel awkward or inadequate.

20 We direct our attention to God and pray for
mercy; we humble ourselves and trust in God’s
promise of love, forgiveness and new life in Jesus
Christ.

28 “O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a
joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!” Like the
immense, complex and awesome universe, we are
God’s handiwork. Raise up prayers of glory and
thanksgiving to God!

21 Pray for those working through the sometimes
long and emotional process of becoming foster or
adoptive parents. Pray that we might find ways to
support and care for them and to celebrate with
them the joys of family and parenthood.

29 First Sunday of Advent This is a year of hope,
yearning and anticipation, when we cry out for
relief, healing, positive signs of change in the world
and reassurance that we’ll all be OK. Pray that we
will trust in God’s promises and presence through
faith in Jesus Christ — son of man and son of God,

22 Ask for God’s mercy and forgiveness when we
fail to respect our neighbor, care for their needs and
love them as Jesus loves us. Pray that our faith will
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our hope, security and salvation in all times and
circumstances.

each day and attend to the little things we take for
granted. Pray that we will open our eyes and see
them, valuing their work, advocating for their fair
wages and benefits, and expressing our gratitude for
their hard work serving others.

30 In the course of your day, envision the people
who, working behind the scenes in service
industries, attend to our needs, ease our stresses,
make our lives more enjoyable, help us manage

CHRIST IN OUR HOME
Devotional Booklets
October, November, December
Now Available in the “Little Library” (in box on stand between Center St. & Chapel)
Call ahead to the church office to make sure a copy is available.
716-664-4601
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WORSHIP AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
9:00 am Contemporary Worship Service
Contemporary Worship Center
10:00 am Traditional Worship Service
Main Sanctuary
What’s new?
• If you are ill, we ask that you remain at home out of concern for the health and wellbeing
of others
• We will wear masks – Bring yours from home
• Temperatures will be taken when entering the building
• Hand sanitizer stations will be in place at entrances to the church and worship areas
• Everyone will be asked to fill out attendance cards
o These cards will be used to contact individuals if someone tests positive for
COVID19 at a later date
o Please place the cards on the chair/pew where you are seated
• Social distancing will be practiced
o Chairs will be spaced six feet apart
o Two of every three pews will be blocked
• Offerings will be placed in a box at the entrance to the worship area
• The liturgy will be spoken, music will be sung by musicians
• We will not celebrate Holy Communion at this time
• We will video record both worship services and post the recordings online through:
Vimeo, YouTube, Facebook and the First Lutheran website: flcjny.org
• Worship services will be approximately 30 minutes in length
We will adjust our practices as health concerns evolve.
We will celebrate Jesus Christ, risen from the grave!
We understand that some of our church family will refrain from attending worship due to health
concerns. This is a personal choice and we support all our family in this decision-making
process.
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