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Do you have Questions?  Or Feedback?  A Suggestion? 

Contact a Congregation Council Member listed below.  
 

Eugene Comber, Brenda Ecklund, Gail Espinoza, Sharon Hamilton, Terry Horner, Brenda Johnson, 

Michael Laurin, Karen Linn, Pam Marchincin, Martha Paulson, Jim Wahlberg, and Jane Young 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Staff  
 

 

Daniel S. Rumfelt, Pastoral Leader in Transition 

Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music 

Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator  

of Contemporary Worship 

Elizabeth Lobb, Office Manager 

 

 

 

Luther’s Rose 

 

 
 

 

Reformation Sunday 

October 25, 2020 
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Following the close of the Civil War in 1865, 

Swedish immigrants flooded to the United States. 

Many of the immigrants arriving from Sweden 

during the period 1868-78 remained in the eastern 

states due to lack of funds to continue their journey 

to the Midwest. During the ocean voyages, numbers 

of parents of young families sickened and passed 

away leaving their children alone in the new world. 

Orphaned children became the great concern of the 

church fathers. They were being raised by strangers 

who did not teach them the Lutheran faith. The 

Gustavus Adolphus Children’s Home in Jamestown 

was built as the first united effort of the New York 

Conference of the Augustana Lutheran Church, 

with the support of 43 congregations in the 

conference. The home opened to 12 children in 

1886, eventually housing up to 90 children. 

First Lutheran, under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. 

C.O. Hultgren, helped spearhead this effort. Their 

advocacy and fundraising made certain the 

orphanage would be located in Jamestown. For 

many years First also served as the “Home Church” 

in which G.A. children were baptized, confirmed, 

and grew in faith.  

 

In the 1920’s and 30’s it became apparent there was 

need for a residential setting for the elderly. Family 

trends had changed and there were no longer three 

generations in the home to care for the aged.  First 

joined all five Lutheran Churches of Jamestown and 

Falconer to support the new endeavor. The Lutheran 

Home for the Aged opened in 1930, the beginning 

of the senior services that would prosper to become 

Lutheran as we know it today. 

  

With this rich heritage in mind, I am honored to 

serve as Pastoral Leader in Transition (PLT) at 

First. As Chaplain at Lutheran I feel like we are 

coming full circle to support a congregation that 

was so instrumental in our history. I am committed 

to providing a stable, consistent presence during this 

transitional period. 

 

What does it mean for me to serve as “Pastoral 

Leader in Transition”? As PLT, I serve 20 hours a 

month during the interim between Pastor Nagle’s 

retirement and the call and arrival of a new pastor at 

First. I assist the council and congregation in 

administration and emergent pastoral care. I preside 

at baptisms, weddings and funerals and will teach 

confirmation. I will also be present every Sunday to 

lead First in worship as we proclaim the Gospel of 

the death and resurrection of Christ Jesus our Lord. 

This is the heart of our life together. 

 

With thanksgiving I delight in the Good News and 

faithful leadership that Pastor Dan Nagle provided 

during his 9 ½ year tenure at First. The 

congregation could not have been better served. 

Now we pray toward the day when a new and 

faithful pastor will partner with First in the years 

upcoming. The First Council and Call Committee 

are already hard at work in the process forward. We 

all keep faith as the process takes shape. The Lord 

is with us. He bears great blessing in his hands.  

 

Pastor Dan Rumfelt 
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Welcome Pastor Rumfelt 

 
First Lutheran welcomes the Rev. Daniel S. Rumfelt 

as its new Pastoral Leader in Transition beginning 

Sunday, September 13th. Pastor Rumfelt is a very 

familiar face in the area as he has served as the 

Chaplain of Lutheran for the past twenty years. He is 

also well known to the Lutheran Churches in the area 

as a Supply Pastor. Pastor Rumfelt recently 

completed serving as Dean of the Southwestern 

Conference of the Upstate New York Synod for the 

past eight years.  

 

Pastor Rumfelt graduated from the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  

Prior to his call as Chaplain at Lutheran, he 

developed a new congregation in the Geneseo area.  

On September 14th this year he celebrated the thirty-

fourth anniversary of his ordination. The 

congregation looks forward to his leadership in the 

months ahead!   

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Nagle Final Sunday 
 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 brought a somber 

conclusion for the congregation of First Lutheran 

Church of Jamestown as Pastor Daniel K. Nagle 

preached his final sermon after 9 ½ years of service, 

as he has chosen to join the ranks of retirement.  

The Traditional service, held at 10:00 A.M., began 

with a photo of the masked congregation for 

posterity, as we continue to practice social 

distancing during this unprecedented time of the 

pandemic.   

 

Pastor Dan was a big supporter of our Bell choir so 

The Good News Bell Choir, accompanied by Brian 

A. Bogey, Organist, on the Casavant organ, opened 

the service with the festive song.   Pastor Dan had 

everyone’s attention during the entire service, even 

though he did not share a story told about being in 

the Army, as most sermons had some anecdotal 

connection.  Then the end of service had arrived, he 

had preached his final sermon, and a sense of 

sadness had fallen upon the entire congregation.  It 

was time though, for some kind words of inspiration 

to be spoken. Michael Laurin, Congregational 

Council President began and presented Dan with a 

framed photo of the Nave with an engraved plate 

with the date of his ordination (June 19, 1977) and 

his length of service at First Lutheran (April 2011 – 

September 2020); then a piece of the church as a 

momento – a shortened church pew that had been 

removed to make larger the space for the bell choir.  

Then when Jane Young positioned the microphone, 

and put on a First Lutheran Church baseball hat, 

laughter took over the sadness that once was.  She 

stated that in last week’s sermon when Pastor Dan 

had mentioned he had many hats from special 

locations that he and his wife Donna had visited - 

that now he might be able to wear them…..well, not 

a mention of a FLC hat?  Now, he has one in the 

mix to wear as Jane removed her hat and passed it 

to Pastor Dan.  Then it was Brian Bogey’s turn - he 

spoke so highly of Dan and his dedication to the 

church and to the choir, and then presented him 

with a gift, an afghan with a special embroidering 

from the First Lutheran Choir. But then there was 

news of a special visitor that had a greeting for Dan, 

and from the Chancel area, Pastor C.O. Hultgren 

came strolling and arriving at the lectern he spoke 
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in Swedish saying “Thank You Pastor Nagle”.   At 

this point, the shroud of sadness that had hovered 

over the congregation had now lifted completely, 

and we were willing to part with Pastor Daniel K. 

Nagle with lighter hearts.   

 

First Lutheran Church of Jamestown would like to 

Thank his wife Donna, his children Ingrid and 

Meredith and their families for sharing this 

wonderful man, Daniel K. Nagle, child of God, 

Pastor, friend, mentor, with us for the past 9 ½ 

years.  His faith in God and First Lutheran Church 

is unwavering and he has shown us that we still 

have work to do in God’s garden, and it will take all 

of us to make it happen.  

 

Now, Pastor C.O. Hultgren has been deceased for 

many years, but Jim Wahlgren, has portrayed him 

for the Lakeview cemetery “Sinners and Saints” 

tours. 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Donna and I would like to thank you for pew, 

embroidered blanket, First Lutheran hat, “Pastor” 

thermal cup, photo of the Nave, gifts to the 

Memorial Fund, and for the cards we have received. 

We so appreciate your support and well-wishes as 

we enter this new phase of our life. May God 

continue to bless you! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Dan & Donna 

September 2020 

 

 Council met in the Parlors on Sept 21, per 

Covid-safety guidelines. 

 Meeting opened with the Lord’s Prayer 

 Debi Brandi and Liz Gruber presented an 

extensive safety plan to open the Community 

Store. Council thanked Debi for her hard work 

and approved opening the store M-W-F from 

10 to 3 p.m., beginning Sept. 28. This will be 

revisited in a month to see how it is working. 

 Ned Lindstrom informed the Council that his 

status as a satellite office with the Christian 

Counseling Ministry of WNY has changed, so 

a review of the contract will need to take place 

on hosting this type of service. 

 We received thank you letters from the 24 

Danielson Scholarship winners this past year. 

Review of applicants for the coming year has 

begun. 

 Property Committee continues to carry out 

sexton duties, with a special thank you to Bob 

Bragg for many hours of work. Repair work 

on the tower is needed to repair water leakage.  

 Drive-thru plans are awaiting city approval. 

Thanks to Jim Wahlberg for his persistence in 

getting the project underway.  

 The Personnel Committee continues to receive 

and review applications for the sexton 

position. 

 Pastor Rumfelt plans to have office hours on 

Tuesday mornings, and is working with Pastor 

Nagle on this transition. He is available for 

pastoral care as needed. 

 Worship services will continue at 9 a.m. and 

10 a.m. thru October, with postings online 

continuing. Sunday School and other activities 

continue to be on hold for now. 

 Liz Lobb, our new office manager, is working 

full time, and we are so glad to have her! 

 Terry Horner gave the financial report, income 

is ahead of expenses. 

 The Pastoral Call Committee is meeting 

regularly and working on initial paperwork. 
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NOTES FROM THE LOFT 

October 2020 

Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music 

and Organist 

 

I am preparing a list of Lectors/Liturgists and Hymn Cantors/Soloists that I will post each month in the “First 

Edition.”   If Soloists and Readers will let me know if there is a conflict and we will resolve it.   THANKS! 

 

LECTOR/LITURGIST                            HYMN CANTOR/SOLOIST 

October 4th  - Brenda Ecklund                            Marika Koch 

October 11th - Peter Larson                                 Julie Costantini 

October 18th – Frank Gozdalski                          Peter Larson 

October 25th – Beth Johnson                               Julie Livengood, Pianist 

       Brenda Ecklund, Soloist 

We continue with the third part of the History of Music at First Lutheran Church.  What a wonderful heritage we 

have in music at First Lutheran Church! 

Musical History of First Lutheran Church Part 3 

 
The Rev. Dr. Daniel Nystrom became the new pastor in 1918 until 1930, then followed by the Rev. Dr. Samuel 

Miller, pastor from 1931-1935.  Other Pastors of the church include the Rev. Dr. S. Hjalmar Swanson, 1935-

1939; Rev. Dr. Constance Johnson, 1940-1948); and the Rev. Dr. Paul A. Westerberg, 1950-1976.  Organists-

Choir Directors who served during this time include Karl G. Anderl, 1934-1938; Per O. Olsson, 1939-1945; 

Interim organists George Swanson, Marie L. Johnson and Warren Scharf who served between 1945 and 1948.  

It was in 1948 that Katherine Peck became the new church organist along with Miss Ebba H. Goranson, the 
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Jamestown High School A Cappella Choir Director, becoming the new choir director at First Lutheran until her 

death in 1957.  Katherine Peck continued to serve as organist until 1961. 

It should be noted that it was in 1936 that the church purchased the Willard Chapel building from the Board of 

Education for Sunday School purposes.  After a fire in this building in 1977 it was decided to sell the Chapel.  

Many major improvements and additions were made during the pastorate of the Rev. Dr. Paul A. Westerberg!  

In 1954 the church nave was again redecorated and the architectural firm of Hanson and Olson of Chicago, 

Illinois drew up plans for the Memorial Chapel and Education Building.  Ground breaking ceremonies for the 

new building took place on April 5, 1956, with the cornerstone being laid October 28th.  The first service in the 

new chapel was held December 1, 1957 and the Sunday School began using the educational building the same 

year with an excess of 500 attendees!   

 

Also during 1955, a new four manual Casavant Freres Pipe Organ was installed incorporating many ranks of 

pipes from the previous Hook and Hastings Pipe Organ.  This occurred as part of the church’s observing their 

festive centennial celebration in 1956.  A service of consecration was held on January 22, 1956 and with an organ 

dedication recital given by Dr. George Volkel, who was the organ consultant for the new organ and also the 

official organist at Chautauqua Institution.  This is the largest church pipe organ in the Jamestown area and the 

console contains 80 drawknobs, 26 coupler tablets, and 57 pistons which control the 63 ranks of pipe totaling 

3776 pipes, 20 chimes, and 37 harp bells.  It should be noted that the large Casavant Pipe Organ is valued at 1.2 

million alone. 

 

George A. Johnson became the new church organist (1961-1971) with Albert P. Lyford serving as choir director 

from 1958-1980.  A new 2 manual, 7-rank unified pipe organ was installed in Memorial Chapel by the Tellers 

Organ Company of Erie, PA. in 1969.  This organ contains 475 pipes and 21 chimes and was played weekly for 

the 8:30 a.m. worship service as well as for weddings and funerals.  First Lutheran has the unique distinction of 

being the only church in Western New York to have three different pipe organs.  

 

 

 

 

 

October 2020 

First Lutheran Church 

Contemporary Worship 
 

Kimberly King 

Worship Leader & Coordinator of Contemporary Worship 

Sacred Fire – Praise Team 
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Hello Everyone, 

 

Our “in person” Contemporary Worship Services continue in October each Sunday at 9:00am in our Worship 

Center in the lower level of the church (Parlor area).  The service last 30 minutes.   

 

REMEMBER: Masks are required and temperatures taken at the door.  Please keep 6 feet distance from others 

and use social distancing inside the church and entrance areas.  If not feeling well, please remain at home.   

 

Sacred Fire members share music and scripture each week, we have digital inspirations, along with a special 

message from Pastor Rumfelt.  The service is planned with safety and health precautions for you and your 

family, while keeping a relaxed and friendly environment.  Seating is spread out with variations for singles, 

couples and families.   

 

We WILL continue to video tape the services each week and post on Facebook, Vimeo and on our new church 

website, for those who would like to remain at home.  So, everyone can have options to worship at their own 

comfort level during the Pandemic.   

 

Inspiration:   

Last Sunday we shared a song, “My Story”, written by Jason Ingram and Michael Weaver.  Mike Weaver is 

the lead singer of the Christian Artist group, “Big Daddy Weave.” The group composed of Mike and his 

brother Jay and Jeremy Redmon, Joe Shirk and Brian Beihl.  Brian joined the group as drummer in 2013, but 

the rest have been together since college close to 20 years now.  They started as church musicians and grew 

from there to traveling worldwide to share their music and the love of God to others.  Here is a look behind the 

song, “My Story”, quoted by Mike Weaver from an interview about their album, “Beautiful Offerings” from 

“Risen Magazine”, Houghton Lake, Michigan: 

 

“And I think the message of My Story is that every single person’s life is an opportunity for God to speak truth, 

to bring truth, and to bring the love of God and the reality of His Kingdom. Everybody has a story. And the 

ironic truth about My Story is when you get into the song, it’s not about my story at all, it’s about what God 

has done in my life. And that’s really it. Our lives seem like the loaves and the fish that the little kid brought 

Jesus [in the Bible]. It was definitely not enough on its own, but Jesus took the offering and He made it into 

something so much more. So much more that centuries later people are still talking about it and connecting to 

the story. 

The title of the record is Beautiful Offerings and embodies the idea that God has not only redeemed us from 

our past, but He has redeemed us to new life in Him. The Bible says that the same Spirit that raised Jesus from 

the dead lives in us. So, that’s the beautiful part; that God is beautiful and He has placed himself within us. 

Now our life becomes an opportunity of learning how to respond to Him with what He’s put in us, which is His 

Spirit. Every life is an opportunity to become a testimony for God.” 

Now the words to “My Story” 



9 

 

Verse 1 

If I told you my story 

You would hear hope that wouldn't let go 

And if I told you my story 

You would hear love that never gave up 

And if I told you my story 

You would hear life but it wasn't mine 

Pre-Chorus 

If I should speak Then let it be of  

Chorus 

(For) The grace that is greater 

Than all my sin 

Of when justice was served 

 

And when mercy wins 

Of the kindness of Jesus that draws me in 

Oh to tell you my story is to tell (of Him) 

 

Verse 2 

If I told you my story 

You would hear victr'y over the enemy 

And if I told you my story 

You would hear freedom that was won for me 

And if I told you my story 

You would hear life overcome the grave 

 

Bridge 

This is my story this is my song 

Praising my Savior all the day long 

 

CCLI Song # 7036037 
Jason Ingram | Michael Weaver 
© 2014 Weave Country (Admin. by CURB | Word Music Publishing) Open 
Hands Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) So Essential 
Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Curb Word Music 
(Admin. by WC Music Corp.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2271611 

Remember you have access to our Past 
Contemporary Services on both our church 
Facebook page, Sacred Fire’s page and on 
Vimeo.com.  On Vimeo, search First Lutheran 
Contemporary Service and Sunday’s date.  For 
example, First Lutheran Contemporary Service 
9.13.20.  Don’t forget to share these services with 
your friends and family!!  A GREAT Outreach 
Ministry!! 

 
You can continue to listen to contemporary music 
and inspiring messages everyday on FM radio 
channel 90.9 Family Life Network Or online at fln.org.  
Also, on Sirius XM radio, “The Message” on channel 
63.  
   
If you are looking for a devotional type inspiration, 
check out www.youversion.com 
Great site!  They have an “App” too. 

 
As God continues to shine Love and Blessings 
on you! .... Remember to share God’s Love with 
others!! 
 
Take Care and Be Safe!! 
 

 

God’s Blessings to you all 

From All of Sacred Fire and 

Kimberly King, Worship Leader and 

Coordinator of Contemporary Worship 

 

http://www.youversion.com/


10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mailing Address:  
 

Jeffrey Clauson 

125 Loop Road 

Unit #1778 

Hurlburt Field, FL 32544 

 

LCDR Andy "SMEDIUM" Carlson 

VFA 211, Unit 200204, Box 4 

FPO AE 09502 

 

MASR Scott D. Johnson 

12440 Chickadee Ln., NW 

Apt. 102 

Silverdale, WA  98383 

 

CAPT Eric Spitzer 

850 Ticonderoga St., Ste. 100 

JBPHH, HI 96860-5102 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance for September 

 

August                5th Sunday 

2019                      NA 

2020                      89 

 

September          1st Sunday                2nd Sunday 

 

2019                      112                            138 

2020                      160                              90 

 

                          3rd Sunday                 4th Sunday 

2019                     141                             146 

2020                      88        88 

 

                         5th Sunday 

2019                     130 

2020                     N/A 

 

 

 

Income & Expenses through August 31, 2020 

 

Month Income Expense    Total 

    

January *71,954 28,220 43,734 

February 14,125 35,149 -21,024 

March 16,082 29,856 -13,774 

April 16,975 **9,946 7,029 

May 19,295 **17,664 1,631 

June *55,241 **3,323 51,918 

July *53,600 **8,777 44,823 

August 19,055 **6,577 12,478 

    

Total 266,327 139,512 126,815 

    

* 40,000 from Endowment 

** Salaries not posted – Approximately -$49,000 

Thank you to all who are mailing their offering! 

 

 

 

 

PARISH RECORD 

 

Funeral Services: 

 

Margaret Reichard – Date of death – Sept. 19, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=6&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,ea&page=5&ipp=50
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We extend a sincere thank you to the following 

people: 

 

Memorial Fund – Handicapped/Drive 

Through 
 

In Honor of Pastor Dan Nagle by: 

Jeanne & Curt Ecklund 

 

In Honor of Pastor Dan Nagle by: 

Sue & Tom Priester 

 

In Honor of Pastor Dan Nagle by: 

Mary Hubbell 

 

In Honor of Pastor Dan Nagle by: 

 Sue Keppel 

 

Memorial Fund – Family Library 

 
In Honor of Pastor Dan Nagle by: 

 Wendy & Fred Larson 

 

Memorial Fund 

  
In Memory of Ron Stenstrom by: 

 Martin Swabolski 

 

 

Memorial Fund – Sacred Fire Cash Fund 

 
In Memory of Carol Anthony by: 

 Kim & Les King 

 

Memorial Fund – Building Fund 

 
In Memory of Pastor Henne by: 

 Marcia Rupp  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Sunday School News 
 

Please continue to share with our children stories of 

Jesus’ love for us, especially the way in which he 

loved the children.  If you do not have children in 

your home, pray for those who do and for all our 

youth.  And remember, Christian Education isn’t 

only for children and youth!  We all need to hear 

the stories of Jesus’ love for us. 

 

Sunday School 2020 – 2021 

We are planning to have Sunday School remote this 

year. 

 

Please fill out registration forms that were sent 

home in your packets.  Lessons are posted each 

week on the First Lutheran Sunday School 

Jamestown, NY Facebook page.  If you aren’t a 

member, just ask to join.  If you need a registration 

or more information contact the church office or 

Tracy Grey at 485-3754. 

 

Thank you! 

 

Tracy Grey 

 

 

Confirmation Class Schedule 

for October 
 

Confirmation classes will not meet in October. 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=119&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,ea&page=3&ipp=50
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What’s the Buzz at 23 Center Street? 

 Help yourself to the herbs at 23 

Center Street 

o Sage, Parsley, Basil, Oregano. 

Cilantro, Chives, and Thyme,  

 Rhubarb has been planted 

o Hopefully, a crop next year 

 Apple Trees are looking good 

 The Milkweed is flourishing 

 There is a bumper crop of WEEDS 

this year 

o Please Help yourself 

 And finally, the flowers are beautiful, 

tale a moment to enjoy them if you 

are down.  

  

 

 
 

FAMILY LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Don’t forget to check out our family library. 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITY 

 

First Lutheran Church has a 

job opening for a Sexton 

(Maintenance and building 

management). 

 

 

This is a full-time position that requires weekday, 

Sunday, and holiday availability. A full job 

description is available at the church office. 

 

Applicants for the Sexton position must have a 

background in maintenance with skills in electrical 

and plumbing repair very helpful. 

 

If you are interested in this position, please send 

your resume or letter of intent to: 

 

Personnel Committee 

First Lutheran Church 

PO Box 183 

Jamestown, NY 14702 

 

If you have questions, please ask a member of the 

personnel committee or Pastor Dan. The members 

are:  Beth Johnson, Ellen Ditonto, Fred Larson, 

Mike Laurin, Shelly Wendt. 

 

 

 

 
 

The deadline for articles for the November 2020, 

First Edition newsletter is Friday, October 16th.  

Please have all information into the church office by 

that date.  Thank you. 

 

Altar Society 

 
The Altar Society will meet on October 7th in the 

church parlors at 7:00 PM. 
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Community Outreach Store 
 

 

The Community Outreach Store will be reopening 

on Monday, September 28. The store will be open 

M - W - F, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  We are also 

accepting donations during that same time frame. 

Face Masks are required. 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CALL COMMITTEE 

 

The Church Council would like to thank the 

following individuals who have accepted the 

Council’s invitation to be on the Call Committee for 

a new pastor: 

 

Hannah Dearman 

Brenda Ecklund 

Gail Espinoza 

Sandy Forsberg 

Julie Gable 

Tracy Grey 

Gregg Guichard 

Peter Larson (Chairperson) 

Lee Lindeman 

Emily Ryberg 

Glen Utter 

 

(Jeanine & Mike Dearman – Non-Voting Members) 

 
 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS IN OCTOBER 

 

Eighteenth after Pentecost 

October 4th   

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:7-15 

Philippians 3:4b-14 

Matthew 21:33-46 

 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 11th   

Isaiah 25:1-9 

Psalm 23 

Philippians 4:1-9 

Matthew 22:1-14 

 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 18th   

Isaiah 45:1-7 

Psalm 96:1-9 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Matthew 22:15-22 

 

Reformation Sunday 

October 25th   

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 46 

Romans 3:19-28 

John 8:31-36 
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Baptismal 

Anniversaries 

 
We celebrate with you! 

*indicates birthday when baptism is not known 
 

October Baptisms: 
 
02 Wendy Larson 
02* Shavonne Kruszynski 
03 John Sixbey 
03* Karen Lindeman 
04 Betty Hedstrand 
 Peter Nelson 
05 Jenna Jaroszynski 
 Joanne Puder 
 Marilyn Rew 
 Aaron Town 
05* W. Reed Livengood 
06 Jonah Gruber 
 Bruce Harshaw 
07 Karen Murray 
 Susan Swanson 
08 Caeden Johnson 
10 Lydia Gozdalski 
12 Stephanie Armstrong 
 Mackenzie Miller 
13 Bryce Baglia 
 Kimberly Gibson 
 Erin King 
 Matthew Marchincin 
 Emily Ryberg 
14 Pamela Carlson 
15 Violet Johnson 
16* Karri Johnson 
17 Kaitlyn Johnson 
18 Levi Johnson 
20 Scott Johnson 
 Annika Samuelson 
20* Francis Gozdalski 
29* Brigetta Overcash 
30 Laura Carlson 

 
 

Synod Mission Message 
 

 
 

FARMING IN CAMBODIA 

 

Toa and Cheing are parents and farmers in 

Cambodia. They have always grown rice and corn, 

which they sell to cover their basic expenses.  They 

have four children, ages 14 to 20, and worry about 

making ends meet and providing for the childrens’ 

futures. In 2018, Toa joined a vegetable producers 

group organized by Life With Dignity, a longtime 

partner of ELCA World Hunger, which serves 

vulnerable communities. The program Toa joined 

was designed to help farmers adapt to changing 

climates. She learned about irrigation systems, 

protective netting, and different seeds, to save labor 

and water, and to grow a wider variety of crops to 

make her income more secure and reliable. She 

planted cucumbers and earned four times as much 

as her corn crop would have yielded, using her 

profits for food, school fees, clothing, and savings. 

After her second crop, she bought a bicycle for her 

daughter to get to school more easily. Toa is happy 

that she can now support her family, her children’s 

education, and save for the future.  

 

Life With Dignity is only one of many programs in 

more than 60 countries supported by your gifts to 

ELCA World Hunger. From education to 

microloans, from health care to support for migrants 

and refugees, the programs you fund are making a 

difference in many lives. Thank you! 

 

We are church together for the sake of the world. 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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Prayer Ventures 

October 2020 

 
1 Give thanks for the gifts, witness, leadership and 

faith of our LGBTQIA+ siblings in Christ. Pray that 

we will continue to grow as a church centered in the 

gospel and committed to the inclusion of all people. 

Pray that we will recognize and challenge the 

dynamics of bias, fear, power and privilege that 

discourage participation and equity in this church 

and in society. 

 

2 Ezekiel confronted the Israelites for their 

resistance to change and to God’s ways of fairness. 

He rejected their arguments that change was too 

difficult, that they were acting only as they were 

raised and that he needed to live in the real world. 

Pray that we will repent, embrace God’s peace and 

justice, and heed God’s command, through Ezekiel, 

to “get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!” 

 

3 Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church (1181-

1226)  Pray that we will greet each day with a sense 

of awe, gratitude and respect for creation, for the 

organisms and creatures that inhabit the earth and 

for humanity in all its diversity and complexity ― 

the handiwork of God. 

 

4 The Lutheran World Federation’s Season of 

Creation 2020 invites us, through prayer and 

activism, to give thanks for creation and renew our 

human vocation for its care. Join Lutherans around 

the world in the online meeting and closing prayer 

today. 

 

5 Persist in praying for all affected by Hurricane 

Laura, by wildfires in the western United States and 

by flooding and severe weather. Pray that we will 

generously assist relief and reconstruction efforts 

and support the work of Lutheran Disaster 

Response.   

 

6 Give thanks and praise to God that our 

righteousness and salvation come not through our 

own efforts but through faith in Jesus Christ.  

 

7 Ask forgiveness for our involvement ― 

consciously or unconsciously ― in perpetuating the 

racism, laws and structures that benefit the majority 

through inequality and oppression. Pray for the 

Spirit to stir our humility, wisdom and persistence 

as we reflect on our lives and society and strive for 

racial justice, reform, reconciliation and unity as 

children of God. 

 

8 Ask God to strengthen our faith and deepen our 

roots in the good news of Jesus Christ. Pray that we 

will draw on God’s strength through our faith, 

especially when we grow weary or doubtful in the 

face of the world’s challenges, criticism and 

ridicule.  

 

9 Pray that we will actively engage with our 

communities and neighbors, developing the 

resilience and hope needed to absorb, endure and 

recover from the spiritual, medical, social and 

economic impacts of natural and human-caused 

disasters. 

 

10 Remember in prayer those who have lost jobs or 

are furloughed from work, that they will have the 

resources and support to meet their daily needs as 

they seek employment. Pray that our congregations 

will be welcoming, supportive and ready to help, 

concerned for their dignity and their spiritual, 

physical and emotional needs. 

 

11 Give thanks and praise to God for welcoming us 

into the kingdom of God, an undeserved gift to be 

shared with the world. Pray that we will never take 

the joy and blessings of this gift for granted or hide 

it from our neighbor. 

 

12 The Lutheran Office for World Community 

(LOWC), a joint ministry of the ELCA and the 

Lutheran World Federation, represents Lutherans at 

the United Nations. Give thanks for the LOWC’s 
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work in monitoring issues of concern to the church, 

sharing our perspectives and speaking for peace, 

justice, human rights, respect for international law, 

and better standards of living for all people. 

 

13 Pray that we, too, will hear Paul’s assurance to 

the Philippians in difficult times, that “the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Ask 

that the Spirit fill our lives with peace, love and 

mercy that will shine brightly in the world. 

 

14 Pray for our companion-synod relationships 

throughout the world, especially during this time of 

physical separation, that we will continue to nurture 

and strengthen one another for life and ministry 

through prayer, study, communication, and sharing 

resources for doing God’s work in the world 

together. 

 

15 Throughout our baptismal journey, Psalm 23 

encourages, calms and nourishes us with the 

reassurance that we are never without God’s love, 

attention and guidance. Give thanks to God and 

pray that we will reflect God’s loving presence and 

care in all that we do and say.  

 

16 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 

gathered, in person and online, for the Northeastern 

Pennsylvania Synod Assembly, that the Spirit will 

strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing 

leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the 

church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work 

in an ever-changing world. 

 

17 Pray for active-duty military and their families, 

especially in times of deployment, transition and 

separation, that their faith will comfort and 

strengthen them and that they will have confidence 

knowing they are always connected with the love, 

support and concern of their home community of 

faith. 

 

18 Remember in prayer newly elected synod 

bishops. Ask the Spirit to give them the wisdom, 

vision and faith to meet the challenges of their 

ministries, helping congregations and special 

ministries spread the gospel, serve our neighbors in 

need and grow the church. 

 

19 Ask God to help us provide comfort, support and 

hope to our neighbors who feel helpless and  

overwhelmed amid the pandemic, natural disasters, 

economic struggles and social unrest. 

 

20 Pray that we will experience God’s love, 

encouragement and unity in the body of Christ 

through worship and the sacraments ― in person, 

online or however we gather. 

 

21 Give thanks to God for one another and pray for 

our siblings in Christ, that we will be steadfast in 

our faith, proclaim the gospel in our daily lives and 

serve as examples of God’s mercy and love in the 

world. 

 

22 Thank God for our special relationship with the 

United Methodist Church, a full communion partner 

with the ELCA since 2009. Pray for the church, its 

diverse ministries and its members and leaders, that 

together we will find mutual support, new 

partnerships and new resources for the work of 

sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor. 

 

23 “Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth 

rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it,” for God 

is great, powerful and wondrous. Sing praise to 

God!   

 

24 Pray for students, teachers, school staff and 

parents as they continue to adapt to the uncertainties 

of the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on 

school environments and distanced learning. 

 

25 Reformation Sunday  Praise God for the gift of 

grace that sets us free to change and be changed, to 

form and reform as the body of Christ for the sake 

of humanity, serving our neighbor and doing God’s 

work in the world. 

 

26 Pray for the Spirit to deepen our understanding 

of what being a Lutheran Christian means, through 

prayer, Scripture, reflecting on our creeds and 

teachings, being renewed and united through the 

sacraments, and opening ourselves to God’s voice 

and guidance in an ever-changing society and 

world. 

 

27 Give thanks that, though we have sinned and 

fallen short of God’s expectations, God has set 
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things right with us and restored our relationship 

through the gift of grace we have in Jesus Christ.  

Pray that throughout our baptismal journeys we will 

spread the hope and good news of God’s merciful 

love for humankind. 

 

28 The ELCA Fund for Leaders scholarship 

program supports students of promise attending 

ELCA seminaries. Pray that we will generously 

support this program to make seminary more 

affordable, to enable more future ministers to study 

and to help them graduate with less debt as they 

respond to God’s call to serve as the church needs 

and the Spirit leads. 

 

29 “God is our refuge and strength.” Give thanks 

and praise to God and reflect on how God sustains 

you, gives you courage, influences your decisions 

and actions, and equips you for living as a follower 

of Christ in the world. 

 

30 Pray for the Spirit to guide and inspire our 

discernment and decisions in the upcoming 

presidential election, and to help us prioritize the 

needs of our neighbors, the well-being of 

communities in turmoil and the task of healing the 

deep divisions in our society. 

 

31 Reformation Day  Give thanks and praise to God 

for the ministry, teachings and impact of Martin 

Luther and other church reformers, who took great 

risks to refocus our faith, institutions and practices 

on the word of God and the good news of Jesus 

Christ. Pray that we will continue to be a reforming 

church, mindful of the Spirit’s guidance as we 

discern how to follow Christ ― now and in the 

future. 

 

 
 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME 
Devotional Booklets 

October, November, December 

Now Available in the “Little Library” (in box on stand between Center St. & Chapel) 

 

Call ahead to the church office to make sure a copy is available. 

716-664-4601 
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WORSHIP AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 

9:00 am Contemporary Worship Service 

Contemporary Worship Center 

 

10:00 am Traditional Worship Service 

Main Sanctuary 

 

 
What’s new? 

 

 If you are ill, we ask that you remain at home out of concern for the health and wellbeing 

of others 

 We will wear masks – Bring yours from home 

 Temperatures will be taken when entering the building 

 Hand sanitizer stations will be in place at entrances to the church and worship areas 

 Everyone will be asked to fill out attendance cards 

o These cards will be used to contact individuals if someone tests positive for 

COVID19 at a later date 

o Please place the cards on the chair/pew where you are seated 

 Social distancing will be practiced 

o Chairs will be spaced six feet apart 

o Two of every three pews will be blocked 

 Offerings will be placed in a box at the entrance to the worship area 

 The liturgy will be spoken, music will be sung by musicians 

 We will not celebrate Holy Communion at this time 

 We will video record both worship services and post the recordings online through: 

Vimeo, YouTube, and/or Facebook 

 Worship services will be approximately 30 minutes in length 

 

We will adjust our practices as health concerns evolve. 

 

We will celebrate Jesus Christ, risen from the grave! 

 

We understand that some of our church family will refrain from attending worship due to health 

concerns.  This is a personal choice and we support all our family in this decision-making 

process.  
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