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Contact a Congregation Council Member listed below.

Eugene Comber, Brenda Ecklund, Gail Espinoza, Sharonlamilton, Terry Horner, Brenda Johnson,
Michael Laurin, Karen Linn, Pam Marchincin, Martha Paulson, Jim Wahlberg, and Jane Young

First Lutheran Staff

Daniel K. Nagle,Pastor
Daniel S. Rumfelt,Pastoral Leader in Transition
Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music
Kimberly King , Worship Leader and Coordinator
of Contemporary Worship
Elizabeth Lobb, Office Manager
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Before | begin my tho
pastor é0 | want to make
my final worship service as pastor of First Lutheran
Church on Septembel"6Please do not feel
obligated to attend this worship service. | know
many of us aréeing cautious about public
gatherings. We will not be having a reception after
the service and Donna and | will continue to reside
in the area. We are not going to disappear! In
addition, | do not have any expectation that you
should feel yoblargaeéd ot o
make me feel appreciated. | have felt your
appreciation and affection throughout the past nine
and-a-half years, and | hope you know how much |
have loved my time with you. Enough said.

Now, having said enough, let me say a little
more! Surprised? First Lutheran hosts a weekly
APastorsdé Lectionary Stu
readings for the upcoming Sunday are discussed.
We gather in the Fellowship Room and I sit on the
couch on the east side of the room. Yes, we have
Aour p ewwyoukeow waare at home in and
among those who gather for worship in Lutheran
churches. Sitting on the east side, | face the portraits
of the earliest pastors of First Lutheran Church,
each a part of the family of faith we have become
today. Pastor Jose&Swenson is there looking at me,
and | am so thankful that this faithful pastor in 1856
began to sow the seeds of what would become this
congregation. He was a i
congregations in Pennsylvania and New York. A
couple photos down is Ras C.O. Hultgren who, as
pastor, welcomed immigrants to Jamestown for
over thirty years and with members of this
congregation imagined and began the construction
of the Medina sandstone building that is our church
home today. He was followed by Pastorisil
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Lincoln who served the congregation for twenty

two Yearsand, enfa pefisbnal @owre, ia® nfirmation
paator for twoeof my grandparentst Nex is Pastor
Daniel Nystrom who served as pastor for twelve
years and, on another personal note, married my
grandpaents and baptized my mother. Pastor
Constant Johnson looks at me from that wall. He
was fondly remembered in our household as
confirmation pastor for my mother.

We turn the corner to the more current side
ﬂfﬁp% %%toegpller}/ a@d Pastor Paul Westerberg
leads the line. Many in the congregation remember
him, his preaching and his pastoral leadership. He
married my parents and baptized me. He and Pastor
Art Henne, the next photo, were there with the
bishop to lay hands on me as | was ordained a
pastor just ogr forty-three years ago. Pastor Henne
baptized our daughter, Ingrid. Pastor Rusty May,
dextdn ling,weuldenarty hee an&would bagtize o
younger daughter, Meredith. Donna and | first met
Rusty and P.J. when they arrived a year after our
arrival in the Hidson River Valley where both the
Mays and the Nagles were serving our first
congregations along with many other young pastors.
Rusty would be our pastor as | was called to serve
as a military chaplain and returned our congregation
membership to First Ludran. Pastor Mary
Johnsonds photo iIis next
pastor and continues to be a good friend and
conversation partner at Synod Assemblies. The final
pidturednl thetwallrisimihe.r 0 ser vi ng

As | looked at all the portraits of First
Lut her arg @lsas pensnpassible to miss
the one feature that made my picture different.
Beneath their names were dates, the year their
pastoral ministry began and the year they concluded
their ministry. My picture has the year 2011



followed by a hyphen, a render for me that there
would one day be another date beneath my name.
We now know that date will read2020. Each

pastor of this congregation has known that there
would be two dates associated with our pastoral
ministry. Some would go on to other congregas
and forms of ministry, some would retire. Pastors
also know that there will be another name following
theirs, and another name after that name. There will
be another picture on the wall next to mine and, for
a time, it will have a year and a hyphehisTis the
way it has been from the day when Jesus sent his
disciples out into the world to proclaim the good
news of his death and resurrection.

The thoughts | have shared are the thoughts
of a pastor sitting in a fellowship room in a building
where a congregation gathers for worship. It is the

congregation, the assembly of believers, where this
good news is proclaimed and the sacraments are
celebated. Each of you carries within you a photo
gallery of this assembly of believers. The images
are of many church buildings (most of us did not
grow up or come to faith at First Lutheran), pastors,
Sunday School teachers, musicians, and all those
who carefor the congregation, its physical, social,
and spiritual life. Images alive within us include
parents and grandparents with whole families who
carried the good news to you and to me and planted
the seed of faith within us. We have been gathered
together lg the power of the Holy Spirit and it is

with the power of the Holy Spirit that we are sent
out to live our lives in love of and in service to God,
our neighbors, and the stranger, the sojourner in our
midst. This is at the heart of the Good News that is
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord!

Pastor Dan

Further reading: 1 Corinthians 1 & 251 Matthew 28:1620

THOUGHTS ON PASTORAL TRANSITION

Pastor Dan Nagle

There are many traditions that surround the transfer of pastoral cacermjr@gation. Some of those traditions
will not be observed due to health precautions currently in place. It is important that others be observed for th

health of the congregation.

One of those traditions is that a pastor leaving a congregation, leavedho n gr egat i on.

Thi s

will not see each other or speak to each other. It does mean that | will not be actively involved in the life of Fil

Lutheran Church.

| will continue to pray for you and follow the life of First Lutheran Church,llbutl not be available for
worship leadership, baptisms, marriages, funerals, etc. It is important that our congregation form new pastore
relationships and be open to the work of the Holy Spirit in forming these new relationships. This may seem
hardheated, but it is done in love and in faith that God will lead our congregation into a future proclaiming the

Good News and serving our neighbor.
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NOTES FROM THE LOFT
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Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music

and Organist

The past few weekshlave been working on getting our Choral Music including anthems, cantatas;late. @
well as on hard copy card catalogues. | would like to thank Beth Johnson for doing a great déiakofvork
while she was secretary here at First LutheranloBe$ the total number of anthems and choral music that we
have in our First Lutheran Choir Anthem Files.

146 Advent/Christmas Anthems
87 Childrentos Choir Ant hems
593 General Anthems
151 Lent/Easter Anthems
_ 35 Swedish Anthems

1012 Total Amount of Choral Anthems

We also have 9 Choral Anthem Books, 53 Major Choral Works (Cantatas & Oratorios), and 50 Handbell
Anthems. We are so blest at First Lutheran to have one of the largest choral music libraries in Western New
York!

This month | will be featuring Part 2 of The Musical History of First Lutheran Church including two major
OrganistsChoirmasters who had a remarkable influence on our church and the whole community, namely J.
Eckman and Professor Samuel Thorstenb&rgoy!

Musical History of First Lutheran Church
Part 2

A chronological listing of organists serving the early church include the first organist, Gustaf Sallander, wr
served 18741872. Succeeded by a shtatm organist Carl Lundquist and then followsdGustaf Nordstrom,

who served from 1872878. Miss Florence Bondeson served a year, succeeded by John G. Lonngren who sen
until 1882. John F. Haller served from 18B8285. John Lonngren wase&cted organist for an additional four
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years until JA. Eckman, who took over his duties as organist in 1890. Eckman served as organist for a long
period of time than any other organist in town, serving the congregation for 19 years until 1909.

J. A. Eckmanos recor d waamelg RrafegsarsSaneudl Thorgtenberg evhorcame t
from Lindsborg, Kansas where he had an outstanding career at Bethany @dilexgein addition to his regular
teaching, he held the position of director of the Bethany Oratorio Society. This community chair aetive
membership of 585 voices and an orchestra of 60 pieces. They wekmowet for their December presentations
of George Handel 6s entire Oratorio AMessiah, o th

Professor Thor st e stBhoir @réctor wasfrom 1982934.sDurhg thisperiod of time he
conducted an outstanding Conservatory of Music in Jamestown. He personally taught many pianists, chu
organisés and vocalists throughout these years.

During the tenure of both the Reédr. Lincoln, Pastor, and Professor Thorstenberg, Organist, First Lutheran wen
through a major renovation period in 1916. The church nave was closed from July to November 5, 191
According to a press release in the Jamestown Evening Journal, theemprds to the auditorium (church nave)
includedredecorating and installation of new heating
organ. The same Hook and Hastings Pipe Organ Company from New England, that had built thee2901
manual pipe organ for the new sanctuary, had now built a newnfi@mual console with additional ranks of pipes,
making it the largest organ in the area. The chancel area previously had a rose window that was removed an
chancel area height was incrediseynificantly necessitating new steps leading to the impressive high altar so tha
it was more visible for the congregation to see from every pew in the church.

Closing the chapter of Professor Thor st embGurdb s
occurred in 1934 when the community celebrated His®2Gni ver sary as Jamestowno
State Armory. An audience of nearly 2,000 people attended and honored him with a concert featuring seve
guest soloists and area muaits performing including his Jamestown Choral Society that he had founded anc
the First Lutheran Band that later became known as the Jamestown Municipal Band. Professor Thorstenberg
First Lutheran Church & had a great musical impact upon our locammunity and throughout the entire
Western New York area!
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Contemporary Worship

youwr
m Kimberly King
. Worship Leader & Coordinator of Contemporary Worship
W Sacred Firei Praise Team



Hello Everyone,

Our pfeirsonod Contemporary Worship"N2# rawi2® dhe sdrviceis Se p
at 9:00am in our Worship Center in the lower level of the church (Parlor afEag. service lass 30 minutes.
There will be one service at 10:8thon September®sf or Past or Dands | ast seryv

Things look a little different, but we will do our best to create services that continue to inspire and comfort yot
during this time of COVID 19 Pandemic.

Masks are required and temperaturesratehe door. Please keep 6 feet distance and use social distancing
inside the church and entrance areas.

We WILL continue to video tape the services and post on Facebook and Vimeo for those who would like to
remain at home.

Remember you have accesto our Past Contemporary Servicesn both our church Facebook page, Sacred
Firebs page and on Vi meo. com. On Vi meo, search
For example, First Lutheran Contemporary Service 8.1d26.n 6 t f shareghede servizes with your
friends and family!! A GREAT Outreach Ministry!!

You can continue to listento contemporary music and inspiring messages everyday on FM radio channel 90.€
Family Life Networkor online atfln.org. Also, onSirius XM radio, i T h e M eos changet63.

If you are looking for a devotional type inspiration, checkwwiv.youversion.com
T Great site! They have an AAppoO0 too.

As God continues to shine Love and Blessingsonyau!. .. Remember to share Go
Take Care and Be Safe!!
Goddéds Blessings to you al/l

From All of Sacred Fire and
Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship



http://www.youversion.com/

our members
** inthe x*

Mailing A ddress:

Jeffrey Clauson

125 Loop Road

Unit #1778

Hurlburt Field, FL 32544

LCDR Andy "SMEDIUM" Carlson
VFA 211, Unit 200204Box 4
FPO AE 09502

MASR Scott D. Johnson
12440Chickadee Ln., NW
Apt. 102

Silverdale, WA 98383

CAPT Eric Spitzer
850 Ticonderoga St., Ste. 100
JBPHH, HI 968666102

Attendance for August 2020

August 1t Sunday "$Sunday
2019 ar 130
2020 86 87

3 Sunday MSunday
2019 105 103
2020 90 84

5t Sunday
2019 N/A
2020

PARISH RECORD

Sacrament of Holy Baptism:
Sawyer Axel Whaleii August 16, 2020
Crew Thomas Olson August 18, 2020
Ciaran Ellsworth Skeltonh August23, 2020

Funeanl Service:
Betty Carlsori August 11, 2020

Income & Expensesthrough July 31, 2020

Month Income Expense  Total

January *71,954 28,220 43,734
February 14,125 35149 -21,024
March 16,082 29,856 -13,774
April 16,975 **16,206 769
May 192% ** 17,664 1,631
June *55,241 ** 3,323 51,918
July *53,600 **8,777 44,823
Total 247,272 132,935 114,337

* 40,000 from Endowment
** Salaries not postedi Approximately -$49,000
Thank you to all who are mailing their offering!

/255 Memorial
~ Gifs

We extend aincere thank you to the following

people:

Memorial Fund 1 Handicapped/Drive

Through

In Memory of The Rev. Donald Conrad by:

Jane Young & Don Landquist

In Memory of Ronald E. Ecklund by:
Jane Young & Don Landquist

In Memory of Christopher Brown by:
Jane Young & Don Landquist
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Sunday SchooNews

Please continue to share with our children stories of

Jesusd |l ove for us, especiZPs

loved the children. If you do not have children in
your home, pray for those who do and foraait

Confirmation Class Schedule
for September

Confirmation classes will not meet in September.

Confirmed in Christ
August 23, 2020

Kenzie Carpenter

Hannah Dearman

Jenna Jaroszynski
Ruby Meyer
Keith Miller

| Council

) Notes

1"y t he way in which
Council Notesi August 2020

yout h. And remember, Chr ifs £qurchmetnthedlariors dugusildn o ¢t

only for children and youth! We all need to hear

the stories of Jesusd | ove

Sunday School 2020 2021
We are planning to have Sunday School remote this
year.

We feel with so many school distiscrepresented in
Sunday School it will be the safest at this point. We
will continue to monitor the situation and make
changes when we can. We will still do registrations

so that we can make sure we are reaching everyone.

Once we have registrations, wdl make
arrangements to deliver supplies and then lessons
will be posted to this page weekly. Please follow us
on Facebook...First Lutheran Sunday School
Jamestown, NY Call/text Tracy at 43954 with
guestions or concerns.

Thank you!

Tracy Grey

1
T

and by email ougust 19
Eg;t Dan Rumfelt, 0]
ransitiono attended
We were joined in our meeting via ZOOM
by Bishop John Macholz and Julie Grindle,
Assistant to the Bhop for Candidacy and
Mobility. They assured us that they will
work with us at every moment of the call
process to ensure we have a successful call
process. They updated us on the call process
and made suggestions about various
resources.
Pastor Dameported that he and Pastor Dan
Rumflet are continuing to be in discussion
about issues related to pastoral transition.
Pastor Dan (N) also reported that we have a
new web page operating and that our
worship services are being posted on that
site. (ww.flcjny.org) Five youth will
participate in Confirmation on August'3
during worship at 10:00 am.
Terry Horner presented the financial report.
The report is provided in this newsletter.
Peter Larsonvas elected tahair the Call
Committee.
The Council wished Pastor Dan well and he
attended his last Council meeting.
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Flu Vaccine Clinic

Date: Sunday Septembert3
Time: 8:30 AM; 12:30 PM

Where: Fellowship Room

What to Bring: Your insurance

card
Most insurancesgover the
cost of the shat

You do not need an appointment,

just show up.
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What 6s t he

|l

Buzz at 23

Help yourself to the herbs at 23
Center Street
0 Sage, Parsley, Basil, Oregano.
Cilantro, Chives, and Thyme,
Keep your eyes open
0 Blueberries should be ready
very soon
o Raspberries will be ready mid -
July
Rhubarb has been planted
0 Hopefully, a crop next year
Apple Trees are looking good
The Milkweed is flou rishing
0 Keep an eye out for Monarch
Butterflies
There is a bumper crop of WEEDS
this year
0 Please Help yourself
And finally, the flowers are beautiful,
tale a moment to enjoy them if you
are down.



| 6d seek God |l ess often
For Gododés sought more of
And no one knows God or sees Him as plain
As those who have met Him on the pathway of pain.

The Family Libray is full of books that can offer
comfort, peace, inspiration, education, and, yes,
even pleasure. Check one out, take it home, read it
and maybe you too will find a treasure to help you
through some trying times.

The Family Library is open Sunday morgsand
by special request. New books and videos are
continually being added. Contributions, donations,
suggestions and comments are always welcome. |

FAMILY LIBRARY NEWS can be reached by email at
. _ . wendy.j.larson@gmail.coror by phone at 71897
Fred and | are in the midst of moving from our 8819.
home of almost 39 years to a house (soon to be a
home) that will be more appropriate for us as we Wendy Larson

age. Anyone who has done this knows how
difficult it is to make the change and we have had

many sad days as wgert through a lot of & &
accumulated stufff very little of which we actually
need but treasures nonetheless. Today | opened a =% Thank You! =>¢

book that had belonged to my dad and found that he
had saved this poem by Helen Steiner Rice. What a
joy it is to know | have fouth something that had .
been a comfort to my dad and that reminds me to Thank you to all the ladies that

seek Gododés guidance in ti wekedoh arnddonated te the
Sewing In Peace project this

year. We currently have 350 pads
and approx. 60 bags for the

The Way to God

If my days were untroubled and my heart always

light
Would | seek that fair land where there is no night? young women in Haiti. That
If | never grewweary with the weight of my load .
Would | search for Godbé smer?gsatQaESSQI?ungWoénegwlﬁ of t he
road? not miss a day of school because

If I never knew sickness and never felt pain

Would | reach for a hand to help and sustain? of their Mens  trual Cycle. What a

If 1 walked not with sorrow and lived without loss gift to these young women.
Would my soul seeli:rs(\)/\éesgta;:e at the foot of the Finishing their education makes

If all | desired was mine day by day possible good jobs, starting up a

Would | kneel before God and earnestly pray? . " .
If God sent no winter to freeze me with fear business or additional education

Would | yearn for the warmth of spring every year? for even
| ask myself this and the answer is plain
If my life were all pleasure and | never knew pain higher dreams.
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EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

First Lutheran Church has
job opening for &exton
(Maintenance and building
management).

This is afull-time position that requisaveekday
Sunday and holidayavailability. A full job
descriptionis available at the church office.

Applicants for the Sextonposition must havea
background in maintenance with skills in electrical
and plumbing repair very helpful.

If you are interested ithis position, please send
your resume or letter of intent to:

Personnel Committee
First Lutheran Church
PO Box 183

Jamestown, NY 1470

If you have questions, please ask a member of the
personnel committee or Pastor Dan. The members
are Beth Johnson, Ellen Ditonto, Fred Larson,
Mike Laurin, Shelly Wendt.

®
iR
ChurchOffice

New Office Manager
We welcomeliz Lobb as our new office manager.
Liz comes to us after many years of sendte
Gustavus Adolphus. Liz will be futime,
combining the Clerical Secretary and Financial
Secretary positions.

12

DRADLTe

The deadline for articles for tif@ctober2020,First
Edition newsletter is Sundayseptember 13

Please have all information into the church office by
that date. Thank you.

Community Outreach Store Closed

&
we'll be
Back
Soon.

PASTORAL CALL COMMITTEE

The Church Council would like to thank the
following individuals who have aepted the
C o u n @vithtibnsto be on the Call Committee for
a new pastor:

Hannah Dearman
Brenda Ecklund
Gail Espinoza
Sandy Forsberg
Julie Gable
Tracy Grey
Gregg Guichard
Peter LarsorfChairperson)
Lee Lindeman
Emily Ryberg
Glen Utter

(Jeanine &Jike Dearmari Non-Voting Members)



THE SEASON AFTER

Feriteess

SCRIPTURE READINGS IN JULY

Fourteenth after Pentecost
September &
Ezekiel 33:711

Psalm119:3340
Romansl3:814
Matthew18:15-20

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 18
Genesis 50:121
Psalm103:813
Romansl4:1-12
Matthew18:21-35

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 2@

Jonah 3:164:11
Psalm145:1-8
Philippians 1:2430
Matthew20:1-16

SeventeenthiSunday after Pentecost
September 21
Ezekiel 18:14, 2532
Psalm25:1-9
Philippians 2:113
Matthew21:2332

*indicates birthday when baptism is not known

Baptismal
Anniversaries

We celebrate with you!

September Baptisms:

01

04
05
07

08

10*
11
12
12*
17
19
20
21
23
23*
25
26*
29
30

David Ecklund
Karen Rine
Sharon Kane
Jeffrey Nelson
Kristin GaraasJohnson
Jeffrey Rupp
Robert Lake
Marilyn Palmquist
Chris Skelton
Matthew Johnson
Laura Braley

Paul Holt

Lisa Johnson
Nathan Ditonto
Lori Town
Frederick Larson
Jacquelyn Nelsailarrington
Mary Lindeman
Paul Westerber
Ellen Pancerev
Hugh Hamilton
Corey King



Synod Mission Message

OUR CHURCH RESPONDS TO THE
PANDEMIC

When one member of the body of Christ suffers, all
suffer together. Launched in response to the
unprecedented need caused by the coronavirus
pandemi c,
supports the ministries of this church most in need
and best positionetd make an impact.

In the US, unemployment has soared. We are seeing
rising demands on our food pantries, homeless
shelters, and social services. Around the world,
millions of people living in poverty are facing this
pandemic without reliable accesssemnitation or

health care.

At the same timer, congregations across the ELCA
have quickly employed creative thinking,
innovation, and new technology to continue
ministering to members, those in need, and those
hurting and searching for peace.

$1.5 million has been raised to date, and this
generosity is making an impact. For example:

1 Support for congregations and local
ministries serving communities that are
disproportionally at risk from the pandemic,
especially as it relates to health concerns,
exposureisk and/or economic status.

1 Support for the health, safety, and well
being of leaders and church employees who

14
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are critical to carrying out the mission of this
church.

1 Support ministries around the world that
provide people in poverty with health care,
sanitation and hygiene supplies, clean water,
food, and sheltér resources critical to
slowing the spread of the virus.

The needs are great. So are the opportunities. This
response fund is made possible by your generous

gifts. Thank you!

We are church together for the sake of the world.
Godds Work. Our Hands.

«,OVU THEJP”«:»
t‘ }n‘
QS I3
@?§ VPG?Q*

AMERY

Prayer Ventures
SeptembeR020

1 Give thanks and take comfort in knowing that
God is trustworthy and unwavering in remembering
and accompanying us every moment of our liyes

in our joy, suffering and complicated situations.

2 September often marks a time of beginning, with
students sirting school, congregations launching
programs and creation transitioning into a new
season. But due to the pandemic, this year is
different, presenting challenges we have not faced
before. Pray that the Spirit will grant us wisdom,
creativity and patierecas we seek new ways of
being church together, attend to the needs of
children and youth, care for one another and fight
the spread of COVIEL9.

3 There is no better time than right now for us to
hold on to what is good, treat one another with



respect, etend hospitality to strangers and those
different from ourselves, seek peace, and care for
our neighbors, including our enemies. Pray for
strength, empathy, compassion and boldness in our
faith and daily life as we follow Jesus.

4 In the name of the Goatho creates every human
being out of love, and remembering the ELCA

social teachingthdtt he God who | us
al |l peopl e praydhatdose Christarisi c e
will enter into public conversation about and take
action to safeguard the dignidpe to all children of
God.

5 Pray that, as Election Day grows closer, our
conversations, deliberations and decisions will be
guided by our faith, the teachings of Jesus, and our
concern for justice, reconciliation, unity and the
well-being of all peopl@nd communities.

6 Conflict and hurtful actions are part of our human
nature and experienée in the church, in society
and in the world. Ask God to grant us humility,
concern for one another and, when there is conflict,
the courage to foreswear vengeanengage each
other and work toward truth, understanding,
reconciliation and unity.

7 Pray for farmers, ranchers and agricultural
workers as they struggle through the pandemic. Ask
God to bless every aspect of their work, from
planning and planting tending crops and animals

to harvesting and distributing their bounty, which
feeds the world.

8 Pray that the Spirit might help us understand and
follow the ways and commandments of God for the
well-being of humanity, and that our life together

might shine with justice, compassion, unity, care for
those who suffer and a vibrant faith in Jesus Christ.

9 Remember in prayer our siblings in Christ and
companions irLatin America and the Caribbean

regi on. Pray that we wil
through pragr, generosity and sharing of resources
" to spread the gospel,

respond to the needs of communities, work for
justice and grow the church.

15

10 During this anniversary year, marking a half
century of Lutheran women being ordainedhe
United States, give thanks for the gifts and service
that women pastors have brought to our church and
our world; lament that women have been barred
from serving and have been bullied, dismissed and
excluded; ask forgiveness; and resolve that we wil
welcome, encourage and respect women of all ages
antli backgpeands as t hey
miaistry and service.

11 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members
and others gathering online for the Northeastern
Ohio Synod Assembly, that the Spwill

strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing
leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing the

church, serving our neig
in an everchanging world.
12Pr ay that, with the ass

forgiveness and our salvation, wdl experience
the freedom to love and value our neighbor, living
with purpose and a sense

13 Godds wor k. OuPraythaoud s .
congregations, together with neighboring
congregations, ecumenical and interreligious
partners, community organizations and Lutheran
agencies, will respond daily to the endless
opportunities for serving our neighbor and
addressing critical social needs, loving our

neighbors and making our communities stronger,
healthier and more hopeful.

14 Pray for our pastors, our youth and family
ministers, our congregational leaders and our synod
staff as they learn new things amid difficult times.
Give thanks for the work of the Spirit in equipping
leaders with new skills, new perspectives and
renewed reativity for sharing the gospel, building
up the church and doing

15 National Hispanic Heritage MontlGive thanks

to Geduop theogiftd, history,accdntributiohseamd rich
cultural diversity of our Latino brothers and sisters,
and pray rfor thergmbwtts amdovigabty of thel 147a d e r
ELCA Latino ministries and the Latino Association
(Asociacion Ministerios Latinos ELA) as they

share the good news of Jesus Christ, encourage our
unity in him and promote Christian values that unite



Latinos of t he ELCA

communities. 0

as

16 As children of God, give thanks and bless the
Lord for being fAglowtoci f ul
anger and abounding in s

17 Give thanks for the good we do together through
ELCA World Hunger and our partners, responding
to the critical needs of people everywhere. Pray that
our work will bring hope and relief to communities

in need and will foster sustainable solutions that get
at the root causes of hunger and poverty.

18 When forgiving someone is difficult, pray for the
patience and mercy toward others that Jesus
describes to Peté the same inexhaustible
patience and mercydd has demonstrated toward
us.

19 Reflect on members of your congregation and
community angray for specific people who are
grieving, celebrating or trying to sort out their lives
right now, or who simply could use our thanks and
gratitude.

20 Pray thabur acts of generosity will be driven by
our faith, without partiality, restraint, the promise of
reward or recognition, or the expectation of earning
Godos favor.

21 Thank God for our special relationship with the
Moravian Church in America, a full comunion

partner with the ELCA since 1999. Pray for the
church, its diverse ministries and its members and
leaders, and pray that together we will find mutual
support, new partnerships and new resources for the
work of sharing the gospel and serving our

neighbor.

22 Pray that reflecting on the ways and word of God
will help us understand
and forgiveness are directed toward all humanity,
including people we judge to be undeserving or
beyond saving. Remember the undeserved gifts of
love, forgiveness, new life and salvation we have
received through Jesus Christ, and give thanks and
praise to God.
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a 23Askahm &pirirnto hiely ana ifspire us as we

delivermessages of hope, joy, truth, unity, positive
change and Godds.kindnes

24P raydfor gur sabtingsanuCérjst in Asia and the
Pazificdegianstiat we aighe sugport each other,
share our resources and spread the gospel across
diverse cultures and languages, growing the church
by working for justice, training and supporting
leacers, and responding to the needs of
communities.

25 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members
and others gathering online for the Saint Paul Area
Synod Assembly, that the Spirit will strengthen,
guide and encourage them in choosing leaders,
proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving

our neighbor and do-ing G
changing world.

26 Great is the Lord, and
greatness i s unsearchabl
tell everyone about Godbod

wonderful works for the sake of the wordd works
we are called to join in together as children of God.

27 Pray for the Spirit to help us recognize, trust and
appreciate Godoés authori
creation, the universe and our everyday lives.

28 Pray for our seminaries, colleges, universities
and campus ministries as they work to create new
approaches to education, fostering community
among students and faculty when they cannot be
physically present. Pray that we will be generous in
supporting ELCAeducational institutions and
student ministries that are vital to our church and
society.

29 Michael and All AngelsThere is so much we do

not fully comprehend about heaven, earth and the
mewn&odosnamadi ng gngekéks
which God has imracted with us throughout human
history. Pray that our faith and the inspiration of the
Spirit will open our minds, hearts and imaginations
to the infinite, mysterious and awesome ways that
God is present and at work in the world.

30 Pray for individuad and families trying to
immigrate to our nation or seeking asylum and



safety as they face changing laws, complicated compassion, understanding and empathy as bold
procedures and unwelcoming situations and people. advocates who accompany immigrants and refugees
Pray that the love of God dwelling within us will during their difficult and confusing experiences.
move us to step forward and practiaespitality,

CHRIST IN OUR HOME
Devotional Booklets
July, August, September
Now Availableinthegi L i t t | e (ircbhoXon stang b&tween Center St. & Chapel)

Call ahead to the church office to make sure a copy is available.
7166644601
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WORSHIP AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

9:00 am Contemporary Worship Service
Contemporary Worship Center

10:00 am Traditional Worship Sewice
Main Sanctuary

What 6s new?

1 If you are ill, we ask that you remain at home out of concern for the health and wellbein
of others
We will wear mask$ Bring yours from home
Temperatures will be taken when entering the building
Hand sanitizer stations will be in place at entrances to the church and worship areas
Everyone will be asked to fill out attendance cards
o These cards will be used to contact individuals if someonepesitsve for
COVID19 at a later date
0 Please place the cards the chair/pew where you are seated
9 Social distancing will b@racticed
o Chairs will be spaced six feet apart
o Two of every three pews will be blocked
Offerings will be placed in a box at the exrtce to the worship area
The liturgy will be spoken, music will be sung by musicians
We will not celebrate Holy Communion at this time
We will video record both worship services and post the recordings online through:
Vimeo, YouTube, and/or Facebook
Worslhip services will be approximately 30 minutes in length

= =4 =4 =

= = =2 =2 =

We will adjust our practices as health concerns evolve.
We will celebrate Jesus Christ, risen from the grave!
We understand that some of our church family will refrain from attending worship bexdfause

health concerns. This is a personal choice and we support all our family in this decision maki
process.
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{ Matthew 18.21-35 }
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