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 Do you have Questions?  Or Feedback?  A Suggestion? 

Contact a Congregation Council Member listed below.  
 

Eugene Comber, Brenda Ecklund, Gail Espinoza, Sharon Hamilton, Terry Horner, Brenda Johnson, 

Michael Laurin, Karen Linn, Pam Marchincin, Martha Paulson, Jim Wahlberg, and Jane Young 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Staff  
 

Daniel K. Nagle, Pastor  

Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music 

Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator  

of Contemporary Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
August 23rd  

10:00 am 

 

 
  



3 

 

 
 

We have been on quite a journey during the 

past several months and that journey continues.  

This month we will resume “in-person” worship 

services. Our last gathering for worship as a 

congregation was in the early part of March, at the 

beginning of Lent.  Holy Week has come and gone; 

we celebrated Easter in our homes, on the 

television, through the internet, and in mail sent and 

received.  The pattern continued into the month of 

May and Pentecost, the birth of the church, its 

mission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ 

followers.  All this was quietly observed in our own 

“upper rooms”.  In this passing of time, we also 

postponed the celebration of Confirmation, 

normally observed on the Day of Pentecost, when 

our youth share in a public “Affirmation of 

Baptism”.  Now, as we begin to join in worship 

again, the time has come for our youth to share with 

us in their affirming of their baptism.  We will do 

this during worship on August 23rd at 10:00 am.  

Why August 23rd?  One factor is that I wanted to be 

a part of their celebration and the first Sunday in 

September will be my last Sunday leading worship 

as First Lutheran’s pastor.  I didn’t want us to 

divide our attention between these two events.  So, 

why not celebrate Confirmation on August 30th?  

It’s all in the Gospel readings.  The reading for 

August 23rd is Matthew 16:13-20, the reading for 

August 30th is Matthew 16:21-28.  What’s the 

difference?  In the former reading, Jesus has asked 

who people say he is and who they say he is.  Peter 

responds, “You are the Messiah, the son of the 

living God.”  In a part of Jesus’ response to Peter’s 

confession, Jesus says, “And I tell you, you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 

the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  I will 

give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven …”  

The conversation takes a different turn in the 

Gospel reading for the following Sunday.  Jesus 

tells his disciples of his approaching suffering and 

death. Peter rebukes Jesus, “God forbid it, Lord!  

This must never happen to you.”  Jesus response to 

Peter, the rock?  Jesus says, “Get behind me, Satan!  

You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting 

your mind not on divine things but on human 

things.”  It took Peter five verses to go from the 

“rock” to “Satan”!  Both Gospel readings could 

speak to youth about the affirm their baptism, but 

one is a much happier, more positive option for the 

pastor preparing a sermon. 

Did I take the easier path?  Maybe. Central 

to affirming our baptismal faith is confessing Jesus 

as Messiah, Son of the living God.  You may be 

certain that I will have something to say about this 

to our youth, and to our assembled congregation.  

Would the other reading, Peter criticized for setting 

his thoughts on human things, be inappropriate for 

Confirmation Sunday?  I don’t think so.  The youth 

who will affirm their faith, and those gathered 

around them, including their pastor, have and will 

set minds on human rather than divine things.  

Peter’s story is our story, the faith given by the 

Holy Spirit inspiring us to follow Jesus and to love 

one another, and our inclination to listen to Satan’s 

voice redirecting us from the gift Jesus has given us 

to those false gifts that end in death.  Peter’s story 

with Jesus continued, some days with his mind on 

divine things, some days with his mind on human 

things.  In the same way, our story, our journey with 

Jesus from the water of Holy Baptism to this day, 

has continued with our minds sometimes set on 

divine things and sometimes set on human things.  

The constant with Peter and with us is that Jesus 

never wavers in his love and commitment to the 

promise he made to us in Baptism to be with us 

always. 

We celebrate Jesus’ love and his promise to 

be with us each day, in our homes or gathered for 

worship.  We celebrate Jesus’ love and promise to 

be with us always, those days when our minds are 

fixed on all that we have been given as a gift from 

God in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, and on 

those days when the concerns of our daily lives 

seem to crowd out the voice and image of Jesus.  

We are like Peter on our good days and on our bad 

days, and we are like Peter, loved by Jesus every 

day.  This is Good News! 

Pastor Dan 
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NOTES FROM THE LOFT 

August 2020 

Brian A. Bogey, Minister of Music 

and Organist 
It is exciting that we will once again be gathering for our Traditional Worship Service beginning on Sunday, 

August 2nd at 10 a.m. in the church nave.   Our worship experience will be modified due to the pandemic.  We 

will observe “social distancing,” wearing masks, using hand sanitizer, and having our temperature taken as we 

enter the church building.  Singing will be limited to the soloist who will sing the hymns and the liturgy will be 

spoken.  It will be an abbreviated service as there will be no communion and passing of the peace.  There will be 

an offering box with a slit in it so that you can deposit your church offering when you enter or exit the sanctuary.  

All of these precautions are necessary so that we can worship together safely.   We pray for a cure and a vaccine 

for the pandemic so that we can have our choir and other musical ensembles lead us once again in joyful worship! 

This summer I have been doing extensive research on the history of music here at First Lutheran Church.  I have 

secured information with the names of every organist and choirmaster dating back to the founding of our 

congregation in 1856!  So for the next few months we will feature articles from our historical archives about our 

church’s wonderful history of Musical Ministry. 

The Musical History of  

First Lutheran Church 

Jamestown, New York 
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Part 1 

Much of earlier musical history of First Lutheran Church was included in “Minnes Album” a Remembrance 

Album celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the congregation 1856-1907, written by J.A. Eckman.  Pastor Jonas 

Swensson, founded the First Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church, pastoring from 1856-1858.  In 1858 Mr. John 

Pehrson, then a theological student, took over the leadership of the congregation. He soon needed an assistant to 

lead the singing, and he chose Mr. Peter A. Norene.  In 1864 Dr. C.O. Hultgren was appointed pastor of the church 

and Mr. Lars August Johnson was chosen to lead the singing.  There was no pipe organ and no choir.  They 

probably had a parlor organ, (pump organ) to help the congregational singing. 

First Lutheran’s first choir was organized in 1870 with 2 sopranos, 2 altos, 1 tenor, and 2 basses.  The first choir 

rehearsals were held at the home of Erik Branney, one of the bass singers, located at his Eighth Street home.  It 

became clear that the church needed a pipe organ.  Dr. C.O. Hultgren, church pastor, raised funds for the new 

pipe organ that was constructed in 1870.  The organ is still in use in our Church Parlors and is the oldest pipe 

organ in the area.  It consists of one manual or keyboard, pedals and 9-ranks or approximately 450 pipes.  It was 

made of black walnut by the George N. Andrews Pipe Organ Company of Utica, New York for $1,200.00. 

Dr. C. O Hultgren was the pastor of First Lutheran Church for a period of 32 years, retiring in 1896.  The next 

pastor of First Lutheran was the Rev. Dr. Julius Lincoln, pastor from 1896-1918. In 1901, during Dr. Julius 

Lincoln tenure, the First Lutheran congregation moved into their massive new sanctuary that took the 

congregation seven years to build.  Hook and Hastings Pipe Organ Company from New England built a large 

three-manual pipe organ for the congregation.   It was one of the largest and finest organs in any Swedish church 

in all of America!  It had three manuals or keyboards, 35-ranks of pipes with a total of probably over 2000 pipes.  

The organ was placed in the center front of the choir loft so that the organist could conduct from the organ console.   

The new church, the outstanding organ, and the growing membership contributed to the growth of the large loyal 

choir that was a mainstay of the worship services for many years to come.  These combined circumstances 

naturally necessitated the employment of competent organists and choirmasters.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2020 

First Lutheran Church 

Contemporary Worship 
 

Kimberly King 

Worship Leader & Coordinator of Contemporary Worship 

Sacred Fire – Praise Team 
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Hello Everyone, 

  

On Sunday, August 2nd we will have our first “in person” Contemporary Worship Service, at 9:00 am in our 

Worship Center in the lower level of the church (Parlor area).  The service will last 30 minutes.   

 

We WILL continue to video tape the services and post on Facebook and Vimeo for those who would like to 

remain at home.   

 

Things will look different, but we will do our best to create services that continue to inspire and comfort you 

during this time of COVID 19 Pandemic.   

 

Our videos of the service have been done in parts due to video camera settings.  We are researching on how to 

video tape in one portion, to make it easier to locate services. 

 

Remember you have access to our Past Contemporary Services on both our church Facebook page, Sacred 

Fire’s page (reposted each Saturday), and on Vimeo.com.  On Vimeo, search First Lutheran Contemporary 

Service and Sunday’s date.  For example, First Lutheran Contemporary Service 2.16.20.  You will see that each 

service is in 2-3 parts. 

Don’t forget to share these services with your friends and family!!  A GREAT Outreach Ministry!! 

 

You can continue to listen to contemporary music and inspiring messages everyday on FM radio channel 90.9 

Family Life Network or online at fln.org.  Also, on Sirius XM radio, “The Message” on channel 63.  

   

If you are looking for a devotional type inspiration, check out www.youversion.com 

• Great site!  They have an “App” too. 

 

As God continues to shine Love and Blessings on you! .... Remember to share God’s Love with others!! 

 

Take Care and Be Safe!! 

 

God’s Blessings to you all 

From All of Sacred Fire and 

Kimberly King, Worship Leader and Coordinator of Contemporary Worship 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mailing Address:  

 

 

Jeffrey Clauson 

125 Loop Road 

Unit #1778 

Hurlburt Field, FL 32544 

 

LCDR Andy "SMEDIUM" Carlson 

VFA 211, Unit 200204, Box 4 

FPO AE 09502 

 

MASR Scott D. Johnson 

12440 Chickadee Ln., NW 

Apt. 102 

Silverdale, WA  98383 

 

CAPT Eric Spitzer 

700 Ellyson St. 

Kingsville, TX 78363 

 

http://www.youversion.com/
https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=6&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,ea&page=5&ipp=50
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Attendance for July 2020 

July        1st Sunday                2nd Sunday 

 

2019                  113                            113 

2020                  N/A                           N/A 

 

                      3rd Sunday               4th Sunday 

2019                    88                            109 

2020                  N/A    N/A 

 

Income & Expenses through June 30, 2020 

 

Month Income Expense    Total 

    

January *71,954 28,220 43,734 

February 14,125 35,149 -21,024 

March 16,082 29,856 -13,774 

April 16,975 16,206 769 

May 19,295 17,664 1,631 

June *55,241 **3,323 51,918 

    

Total 193,672 124,158 69,514 

    

* 40,000 from Endowment 

** Salaries not posted 

Thank you to all who are mailing their offering! 

 

PARISH RECORD 
 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism: 

 James Alan Rissel – July 3, 2020 

 Johanna Louise Larson – July 18, 2020 

 Crew Hamilton Costantini – July 26, 2020 

 

New Member:  Julie Costantini 

 

Memorial Service: 

 Kay Palmquist – July 25, 2020 

 

 

 

Confirmation Class Schedule 

for August 
 

Confirmation classes will not meet in August. 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday School News 
 

Please continue to share with our children stories of 

Jesus’ love for us, especially the way in which he 

loved the children.  If you do not have children in 

your home, pray for those who do and for all our 

youth.  And remember, Christian Education isn’t 

only for children and youth!  We all need to hear 

the stories of Jesus’ love for us. 

 

A notification will be sent out when our Sunday 

School program begins again. 
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Council Notes – July 2020 

 

• Council met in the Parlors on July 6, 13, & 

20. 

• Meetings opened with the Lord’s Prayer and 

with a devotion by Martha Paulson (20th ). 

• Terry Horner noted that the budget process 

will begin in the fall and there will be an 

audit in November. 

• Jim Wahlberg reported that we have made 

progress with the city and the current plan 

will have the drive-through entering on 

Center St. and exiting on Chandler St. The 

plan includes three handicapped parking 

spaces. 

• Pastor reported that we will record 

traditional worship for two Sundays prior to 

beginning in-person worship. We will 

continue to record and post both traditional 

and contemporary worship services online. 

He and Pastor Rumfelt have been in 

conversation about the transition of pastoral 

responsibilities. 

• In-person worship for the traditional 

worship will begin on August 2nd. Plans for 

the contemporary worship service were not 

set at the time of Council’s meeting. (The 

plan is now in place to begin contemporary 

worship on August 2nd. 

• There will be one worship service at 10:00 

am on August 23rd for Confirmation and on 

September 6th for Pastor Dan’s last worship 

service as pastor of First Lutheran Church. 

• Masks will be worn for worship and there 

will be temperatures taken and hand 

sanitizer stations. 

• Sunday School plans will be formed after 

we see what the public schools are planning 

for the upcoming school year. 

• The membership of the Pastoral Call 

Committee was approved. We are requesting 

suggestions from Synod for a survey we 

might use in preparation for the “Ministry 

Site Profile”. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We extend a sincere thank you to the following 

people: 
 

Memorial Fund: 
 

In Memory of Carol Anthony by: 

Marcia Rupp 

Sharon & Jim Rissel 

Elaine Rissel 

Martha Paulson 

Gina & Steven Hess 

 

From the Estate of Burdette Cattley 

 

Memorial Fund – Choir Music 
 

In Memory of Carol Anthony by: 

Sandra & Brian Bogey 

 

In Memory of Jodean & Ron Colander by: 

Sandra & Brian Bogey 

 

Memorial Fund – Handicapped/Drive 

Through 
 

In Memory of Marian & Reuben Rinaldo by: 

Jeanne & Kurt Ecklund 

 

In Honor of Rick & Marcia Taylor’s 51st 

Wedding Anniversary by: 

Jane Young & Don Landquist 

 

From the Estate of Helen & Don Alden by: 

Diane & Dan Kling 

 

Community Outreach Store Closed 
 

 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=119&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,ea&page=3&ipp=50
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Flu Vaccine Clinic 

Date: Sunday September 13th  

Time: 8:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

Where: Fellowship Room 

What to Bring: Your insurance 

card 

 Most insurances cover the 

cost of the shot. 

 

You do not need an appointment, 

just show up.  
 

 

 

 

     What’s the Buzz at 23 Center 

Street? 

• Help yourself to the herbs at 23 

Center Street 

o Sage, Parsley, Basil, Oregano. 

Cilantro, Chives, and Thyme,  

• Keep your eyes open 

o Blueberries should be ready 

very soon 

o Raspberries will be ready mid-

July 

• Rhubarb has been planted 

o Hopefully, a crop next year 

• Apple Trees are looking good 

• The Milkweed is flourishing 

o Keep an eye out for Monarch 

Butterflies 

• There is a bumper crop of WEEDS 

this year 

o Please Help yourself 

• And finally, the flowers are beautiful, 

tale a moment to enjoy them if you 

are down.  

  

 

 

 

 
 

The deadline for articles for the September 2020, 

First Edition newsletter is Sunday, August 16th .  

Please have all information into the church office by 

that date.  Thank you. 
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EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITY 

 

First Lutheran Church has 

job openings for a 

Fiscal/Office Manager and 

for a Sexton (Maintenance 

and building management). 

 

 

These are full-time positions that require weekday 

availability. The Sexton must also be available on 

Sundays and holidays. Full job descriptions are 

available at the church office. 

 

Applicants for the office position must have: 

*Accounting/Bookkeeping experience 

*Working knowledge MS Office 

*Excellent customer service skills 

*Be able to create newsletters and distribute them 

by mailing, email, and publishing to our website 

and social media accounts 

 

The Sexton must have a background in 

maintenance with skills in electrical and plumbing 

repair very helpful. 

 

If you are interested in either of these positions, 

please send your resume or letter of intent to: 

 

 

Personnel Committee 

First Lutheran Church 

PO Box 183 

Jamestown, NY 14702 

 

 

The personnel committee is asking First Lutheran 

Church members first. If you have questions, please 

ask a member of the personnel committee or Pastor 

Dan. The members are:  Beth Johnson, Ellen 

Ditonto, Fred Larson, Mike Laurin, Shelly Wendt. 

 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

We are looking for volunteers who are proficient in 

Microsoft Word. Tasks would include producing 

the monthly newsletter and weekly worship 

bulletins. We have an additional group of volunteers 

who assemble the newsletter and bulletins. 

 

Assistance will also be needed by volunteers to 

answer telephone calls directed to the church office. 

 

Thank you! 

Pastor Dan 

 

 

PASTORAL CALL COMMITTEE 

 

The Church Council would like to thank the 

following individuals who have accepted the 

Council’s invitation to be on the Call Committee for 

a new pastor: 

 

Hannah Dearman 

Brenda Ecklund 

Gail Espinoza 

Sandy Forsberg 

Julie Gable 

Tracy Grey 

Gregg Guichard 

Peter Larson 

Lee Lindeman 

Emily Ryberg 

Glen Utter 

 

(Jeanine & Mike Dearman – Non-Voting Members) 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS IN JULY 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 2nd  

Isaiah 55:1-5 

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

Romans 9:1-5 

Matthew 14:13-21 

 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 9th  

1 Kings 19:9-18 

Psalm 85:8-13 

Romans 10:5-15 

Matthew 14:22-33 

 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

August 16th  

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

Psalm 67 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 

 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 23rd  

Isaiah 51:1-6 

Psalm 138 

Romans 12:1-8 

Matthew 16:13-20 

 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 30th  

Jeremiah 15:15-21 

Psalm 26:1-8 

Romans 12:9-21 

Matthew 16:21-28 

Synod Mission Message 
 

 
 

IMMIGRANTS AND CORONAVIRUS 

 

Luciana, a widow, fled Honduras with her children 

because of the violence there. She came to America 

with a dream of a fresh start. She got a full-time job 

in a factory, was learning English, and was helping 

her children settle into their new lives. Then 

COVID-19 hit, and her hours were cut. She found a 

part-time job in food service, but was soon laid off 

because of the shut-down. She filed for 

unemployment but is a victim of the massive 

backlogs, and she is not eligible for a stimulus 

check.  

 

Luciana pays taxes, holds a responsible job, 

educates her kids, and contributes to the diversity of 

her community. But because she is not a citizen, she 

cannot take advantage of the same opportunities her 

neighbors can. Yet, she is part of the backbone of 

this country, working an essential job that provides 

for everyone else’s needs, while exposing her to a 

higher risk of getting sick.  

 

ELCA’s Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 

(LIRS) has established the Neighbors in Need Fund, 

an emergency cash assistance fund to help Luciana 

and the thousands of immigrants in the same 

situation. When the pandemic upends lives, 

immigrants and refugees are thrown into sheer 

desperation. And now, LIRS is there to help. Learn 

more at lirs.org. Your mission support makes 

programs like these possible. Thank you! 

 

We are church together for the sake of the world. 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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Baptismal 

Anniversaries 

 
We celebrate with you! 

*indicates birthday when baptism is not known 
 

August 

01 Makenzie Sletten 

03 Lynn Novo 

 Cynthia Olson 

 Clark Stohl 

03* Karen Peterson-Dennerlein 

05 Brenda Ecklund 

 Sandra Elander 

 Wyatt Sorenson 

06 Michaela Gibson 

 Aaron Samuelson 

 Tamera Samuelson 

 William Westerberg 

08 Abigail Town 

08* Jeffrey Clauson 

09 Morgan Johnson 

09* Dana Priestman 

10 Jedd Jaroszynski 

11 Mikayla Johnson 

12 Sophia Dixson 

13 Myron Rew 

 Brittany Wright 

14 Linnea Toth 

16 Richard Schwartz 

16* Bethany Peterson 

18* Katie Finch 

20 Corbin Costantini 

21 Joseph Bednarik 

 Meredith Toth 

22 Mary Whitehead 

22* Audrey White 

25 Caroljean Almquist 

26 Bruce Main 

27 Alexa Gozdalski 

28 Connor Flores 

29 Patricia Micciche' 

 Donald Sandy 

29* Daniel Overcash 

30 Tucker Leone 

31 Cara Laurin 

 Karen Peru 

 Christian Seekings 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Sewing in Peace 
 

Kits are available from Janet Wahlberg at 567-4064 

or wjanet1946@gmail.com This Sanitary Napkin 

Project is for the young women of Haiti.  

 

In the future, we will need folks to trace patterns 

and cut out fabric as well as those who can sew and 

folks to simply join us for the fellowship.  We 

already have some fabric cut. The sewing portion is 

quite simple. If you wish to be a part of the project, 

I will provide you with pattern, directions, and 

fabric allowing you to work at home at your own 

pace. In addition, if you can donate any of the 

needed materials, we would be most appreciative. 

Currently we need cotton quilt batting and flannel. 

For more info, please contact me at 567-4064 or 

wjanet1946@gmail.com. 
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FAMILY LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Our time apart has ended.  Welcome back to in 

person worship at First Lutheran Church!  The 

library is open with many new books and videos for 

you to enjoy.  Masks are required.   

 

But first, the business end of things:  Please take a 

look at home and return any items that you may 

have checked out several months ago.  It is easy for 

things to get lost on our bookshelves at home.  

Check with me on Sunday mornings if you aren’t 

sure if you have something checked out. 

 

With the recently renewed emphasis in our country 

on social justice and equality, I selected new books 

and videos that celebrate differences and 

similarities and also point out how far we have 

come and how far we still have to go.  Many of the 

items were suggested by the Upstate New York 

Synod staff.  They are on special display in the 

library along with similar items pulled from the 

shelves.    

 

NEW CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
 

It’s OK to be Different by Sharon Purtill - “This book 

celebrates children who have the courage to be 

themselves, and to accept others as they are.” 

Strictly No Elephants by Lisa Mantchev - “The Pet 

Club doesn’t understand that pets come in all 

shapes and sizes, just like friends.” 

One Big Heart – A celebration of being more alike 

than different by Linsey Davis 

The Colors of Us by Karen Katz - “Through the eyes 

of a little girl who begins to see her familiar world 

in a new way, this book celebrates the differences 

and similarities that connect all people.” 

The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson - “There 

will be times when you walk into a room and no 

one there is quite like you.” 

Last Stop on Market Street by Matt De La Pena – 

“Nana teaches CJ the spirit of the bustling city, the 

music in everyday life, and the magic of their often 

overlooked neighbors.” 

A Place to Land – Martin Luther King, Jr. and the 

Speech That Inspired a Nation by Barry Wittenstein 

You Matter by Christian Robinson – “Near or far, 

Big or small, First or last, You matter” 

Our Favorite Day of the Year by A. E. Ali - “Children 

will see in this book how celebrating our 

differences can bring us together.” 

 

NEW BOOKS 
 

The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. edited 

by Clayborne Carson 

Strength to Love by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

America’s Original Sin – Racism, White Privilege, 

and the Bridge to a New America by Jim Wallis 

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee (We also have 

this on video) 

The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace by Jeff 

Hobbs 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson 

 

NEW VIDEOS 

 

The Namesake 

Loving 

I Am Not Your Negro 

Selma 

Martin Luther King “I Have a Dream” 

King (1978) starring Paul Winfield and Cicely Tyson 

Nicky’s Family 
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Many thanks to the congregation for the continued 

financial support of the library and for item 

donations.  For more information about the Family 

Library or if you are interested in becoming a 

volunteer, contact me at 488-9411, 397-8819, or 

via email at wendy.j.larson@gmail.com.  I look 

forward to seeing you all in the library soon.   There 

is something for everyone.    

 

“We all should know that diversity 

makes for a rich tapestry, and we 

must understand that all the 

threads of the tapestry are equal 

in value no matter what their 

color.” 
  

Maya Angelou 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Ventures 

August 2020 
1 Pray for open hearts and minds, that we might 

reflect prayerfully on our church, society, 

institutions, laws, traditions and selves, seeking 

meaningful change and reform to combat racism 

and white supremacy wherever they exist, 

perpetuate injustice or influence us. 

 

2 Pray that the story of Jesus feeding the hungry 

crowd will inspire us to be compassionate and 

generous, and that, individually and together, we 

will be able and equipped to respond to the needs of 

our neighbor. 

 

3 Give thanks for artists and craftspeople who share 

their creative gifts and perspectives, arousing our 

joy, wonder, reflection and appreciation of life.  

 

4 Pray that we will not be too inhibited to wrestle 

with God and God’s Word, or to have candid 

conversations with God, and that the Spirit will 

deepen our trust in God’s love, concern, forgiveness 

and patience with us. 

 

5 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Young 

Adults in Global Mission program will not be 

sending out volunteers this year. Give thanks for 

young adults who have volunteered for global 

service over the years, and pray that the Spirit will 

guide the Young Adults in Global Mission program 

as it prepares to continue its work and ministry 

alongside our global companions. 

 

6 Ask the Spirit to help us be bold and articulate in 

sharing who God is, what God has done and what 

God is doing in the world for the sake of all people.  

 

7 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 

gathered for the Southeastern Iowa Synod 

Assembly and participating in online sessions, that 

the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them 

in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, 

growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing 

God’s work in an ever-changing world. 

 

8 Pray for the Spirit to stir within us humility, 

wisdom, empathy and a commitment to dismantle 

the barriers between people who live in wealth and 

people who live in poverty. Pray that all will have 

sufficient resources for daily life and self-

sufficiency but also will develop a deeper 

commitment to mutual care and will value one 

another and our interdependence. 

 

9 Just as Jesus calmed and reassured his disciples in 

a boat crossing a stormy sea, we pray for protection, 

comfort and renewal of faith in these difficult, 

uncertain times and in future ordeals.   

 

10 Give thanks to God for leaders — paid and 

volunteer — who serve in youth, young adult and 

family ministries in our congregations and synods. 

Pray for the ELCA Youth, Young Adult and Youth 

Gathering ministries and the ELCA Youth Ministry 

mailto:wendy.j.larson@gmail.com
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Network, that their collective work of supporting, 

equipping and nurturing faith and of connecting 

leaders and young people will yield abundant fruit. 

 

11 Pray that we will listen carefully to God and be 

receptive to the ways God speaks to us each day, 

especially when we least expect it or are slow to 

recognize God’s voice amid the noise and 

competing voices in the world.  

 

12 “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 

good news!” Ask God to help us proclaim the good 

news of Jesus Christ and salvation, that all who hear 

will believe, be saved and enjoy the blessings of 

being a sibling in Christ with believers throughout 

the world. 

 

13 Give thanks for nurses, who care for our 

physical, emotional and spiritual needs in diverse 

settings, including hospitals, community clinics, 

congregations, schools, home care, the military, 

facilities for older adults, health education programs 

and global mission. Pray for the Evangelical 

Lutheran Parish Nurse Association and its work 

supporting, equipping and encouraging parish 

nurses across the country. 

 

14 Pray that during this pandemic, which has 

stretched beyond our expectations and imagination, 

we will be renewed in our commitment to the 

patience, sacrifice and awareness of the example we 

set as we continue personal health measures for the 

sake of our health and the wellness of our 

neighbors, community and nation. 

 

15 Pray for the leaders, voting members and others 

of the Eastern North Dakota Synod who are 

gathering for their digital assembly, that the Spirit 

will strengthen, guide and encourage them in 

choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel, growing 

the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s 

work in an ever-changing world. 

 

16 Pray for forgiveness and God’s mercy when our 

actions, words, intentions or thoughts dishonor 

God’s ways and commandments. Ask for the Spirit 

to help us shine as bright witnesses to God’s 

unbound, unbiased love for humanity and to serve 

our neighbor without prejudice or reluctance. 

 

17 Remember in prayer the people and communities 

of India and Bangladesh that were affected by 

Cyclone Amphan in May. Pray for the response of 

Lutheran World Service India Trust, supported by 

Lutheran Disaster Response, as it provides food to 

families in urban slums, tarps and temporary 

shelters, and assists families in obtaining aid for 

housing reconstruction. Pray for God’s presence, 

comfort, hope and healing throughout their 

recovery. 

 

18 God asks us to do justice and do what is right. 

Pray that we will be faithful to God’s ways and 

commandments and to Jesus’ example of 

unrestrained love and compassion for people who 

are needy, suffering or oppressed. 

 

19 Give thanks for nimble, creative teachers and 

school staff as they adapt to the changing dynamics 

of the COVID-19 pandemic with concern for the 

safety, education and personal needs of students and 

their parents. 

 

20 God is gracious and blesses us; God’s face 

shines on us. Join creation and every nation in 

praising God and singing for joy! 

 

21 Who can argue with the psalmist who proclaims 

that it is good and pleasant when we live together in 

unity? Pray that, amid unrest, conflict and division, 

we will work for the unity that God desires for us, a 

unity rooted in love, respect, justice, diversity, 

reconciliation, mutual understanding and advocacy 

for neighbors in need.  

 

22 Give thanks for how God sustains us and 

nurtures our hope through interactions with friends, 

family, siblings in Christ, strangers and 

communities of faith ― in person and by phone, 

text, email, online meetings, posted notes and cards, 

and acts of kindness. 

 

23 How do you respond when someone asks you 

about your faith, your beliefs, the church or who 

Jesus is? Pray that the Spirit will inspire our 

boldness and clarity as we, respecting and 

welcoming people’s questions, talk about our faith, 

recognize and seek opportunities to bear witness to 

God’s presence and work in the world, and reveal 
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the Jesus we know and follow through our actions 

and prayerful conversations. 

 

24 Pray for students beginning a new academic 

year, that they will adjust quickly to new ways of 

learning, being together and interacting safely. Ask 

the Spirit to inspire our communities of faith to 

provide support, encouragement and help for 

children, youth, young adults and parents, 

especially during these beginning weeks and 

months of school. 

 

25 “In one body we have many members, and not 

all the members have the same function, so we, who 

are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 

we are members one of another.” Give thanks and 

praise to God for the diverse gifts, skills and life 

experiences we have been given, which we share in 

the body of Christ to build each other up and do 

God’s work in the world. 

 

26 Remember in prayer our global companions and 

all nations fighting the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

resulting economic problems and social and 

emotional stress, and the lack of accessible health 

care and adequate medical resources. Pray that we 

will respond to our global neighbors in need with 

empathy, hope and generosity, freely sharing our 

resources, discoveries and technology.  

 

27 Give thanks and praise to God for hearing our 

words, loving us, sustaining us through times of 

trouble and strengthening our spirit and faith.  

 

28 Give thanks that, as a church, we listen to the 

needs of our neighbors, roll up our sleeves and get 

to work with partners and companions in our 

communities and the world, helping and serving 

where the needs are greatest.  

 

29 In this presidential campaign year, pray that our 

leaders and candidates will serve all people, 

especially those in the greatest need; work to heal 

wounds and divisions in society; strive for justice 

and equality; and seek change for the well-being 

and prosperity of our communities. Pray that our 

faith, wisdom and concern for neighbors and global 

companions will guide our discernment and 

decisions in upcoming elections. 

 

30 Give thanks that we have been transformed and 

made new through God’s love for us and our 

baptism in Jesus Christ. Pray that the living word of 

Jesus will guide our baptismal journeys so that we 

extend hospitality to strangers, love and serve our 

neighbor, overcome evil with good, accompany 

people who are suffering and in pain, and disavow 

vengeance and hate. 

 

31 Pray for synod leaders and committees as they 

carefully plan assemblies rescheduled for this fall or 

next year. Remember that our strength and unity in 

Christ transcend traditional places, methods or 

times of gathering — we are the church, the body of 

Christ, in every setting and circumstance. 

 

 

 
 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME 

Devotional Booklets 

July, August, September 

Now Available in the “Little Library” (in box on stand between Center St. & Chapel) 

 

Call ahead to the church office to make sure a copy is available. 

716-664-4601 
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Resources Available for Prayer, Song, and Study 

 

 While we are not all able to be together for worship, that doesn’t mean we are without resources. 

One tremendous resource is stockpiled in a storage room at First Lutheran. We have a few hundred copies of the 

Lutheran Book of Worship sitting in boxes. They are a wonderful resource filled with prayers, hymns, and 

suggestions for a planned reading of Scripture. I have always found it spiritually and emotionally uplifting to 

find a quiet time and place to read and pray through these hymns and prayers. 

 If you would like one of these hymnals (the “Green Book”) or a copy of With One Voice (the “Blue 

Book”), please call the church office. We can arrange a time for you to pick up a copy at the church. If you are 

unable to visit the church, we will drop one off on your front porch. The phone number for the church is 716-

664-4601. 

 Along the same line of thinking, most contemporary songs are available online. A simple search 

will lead you to sites that have printed lyrics/words and audio/video recordings. This is an excellent supplement 

to re-postings of our contemporary worship services on Facebook and Vimeo under the headings of Sacred Fire 

or First Lutheran Church. 

 

 Of course, our primary source of hope in writing is the Holy Bible. If you don’t have one at home, 

there are sources easily available when ordering a copy. I would recommend two sources for Bibles and Bible 

study aids: 

 

Augsburg-Fortress Publishers 

(a ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 

Online: www.augsburgfortress.org 

Phone: 800-328-4648 

 

Cokesbury Stores 

(a ministry of The United Methodist Church) 

Online: www.cokesbury.com 

Phone: 844-532-2832 

 

Finally, a word about Bible translations. I am listing three that are reliable. I have also included their reading 

difficulty grade level: 

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) – Grade Level – 11+ 

New International Version (NIV) – Grade Level – 8 

Good News/Todays English Version (TEV) – Grade Level – 7 

 

(You can also order hymnals and songbooks from these stores.) 
  

http://www.augsburgfortress.org/
http://www.cokesbury.com/
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WORSHIP AT FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Beginning Sunday, August 2nd 

 

9:00 am Contemporary Worship Service 

Contemporary Worship Center 

 

10:00 am Traditional Worship Service 

Main Sanctuary 

 
What’s new? 

 

• If you are ill, we ask that you remain at home out of concern for the health and wellbeing 

of others 

• We will wear masks – Bring yours from home 

• Temperatures will be taken when entering the building 

• Hand sanitizer stations will be in place at entrances to the church and worship areas 

• Everyone will be asked to fill out attendance cards 

o These cards will be used to contact individuals if someone tests positive for 

COVID19 at a later date 

o Please place the cards on the chair/pew where you are seated 

• Social distancing will be practiced 

o Chairs will be spaced six feet apart 

o Two of every three pews will be blocked 

• Offerings will be placed in a box at the entrance to the worship area 

• The liturgy will be spoken, music will be sung by musicians 

• We will not celebrate Holy Communion at this time 

• We will video record both worship services and post the recordings online through: 

Vimeo, YouTube, and/or Facebook 

• Worship services will be approximately 30 minutes in length 

 

We will adjust our practices as health concerns evolve. 

 

We will celebrate Jesus Christ, risen from the grave! 

 

We understand that some of our church family will refrain from attending worship because of 

health concerns.  This is a personal choice and we support all our family in this decision making 

process. 
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